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INTRODUCTION. 

I N the ~e:\r 1889, :vhen the. late Sir A. Ses~iah Sastri was the De~an,Regent of t~e State, 
the Idea was first enterta:ned of makmg a Cc'\ta.logue of objects of hIstorICal and 
archreol~gic8l1 interest found scattered in such profusion over the State and of preserving 

them. 'The late Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tirumayyam, who was subsequently appointed 
8S the' Arohreologist of the Sta.te, \Vas appointed to that task~ He started his labours by 
preparing a list of these objects. Thirteen years la.ter, i.e., in the ye'r1r 1901, the Mltidras 
Government wanted the Darbar to preserve 8011 such· objects in the State as had an. 
historical and a.rchreological interest. The Darbar accordingly undertook their preservation. 
Subsequently, in the year 1900, when the Darbar deputed the late' Mr: S. Radhakrishna 
Aiyar for writing up the State Manual it was felt that a study of the inscriptions and the 
archreological remains in the State was essential for the preparaliion of a satisfactory State 
Manual and accordingly Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar who had been first selected in 1889 for 
the preparation of the catalogue, was appointed as an assistant·to Mr. S. Radhakrishna Aiyar. 
in the year 1907 for the purpose of 'reading and copying the several ins,criptions found in the 
State. He worked in this capacity for one year till April 1908 and copied some important 
inscriptions. The richness of the materials contained in the inscriptions copied by 
Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar induced the Darbar to think seriously of creating an Archreological 
department, and the laSe Mr. fr. A. Gopinatha Rao, M.A" Epigraphist of the Travancore ~tate , 
who was consnlted in the matter, submitted a memorandum setting forth the advantages of 
creating an Archreological department in the 8tate and giving an idea of the probable annual 
eost of the department to the 8tate. The State Manual officer, the late Mr. S. ltadhakrishna 
Aiyltr, submitted the tran~cripts prepared by M~ •. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar to the late 
M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Venkayya, 1(.A." of the Madras Epigraphical department. The latter 
also advocated the creation of an Archreological deparLment for making inter al~ .80 regular 
survey ofaB items of archreological interest. i'he Darbar accordingly created an 
Archreological department in HHO and appoinlied Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha AiyaJ. of Tirumayyam 
at its head. M.r. Vaidyanatha Aiyar was made to work under the superVision ot 
1tlr. S. Radhakrlshna Aiyar, speciai officer for the preparation of the State M'anual, and was 
first deputed to take up and complete the examinaliion of all ins'criptions in the State and 
also to undertake some excavations. By the end of June 1912, the field work consisting in 
the examination and taking fac-simile impressions of all inscriptions in the State was complAted. 
The State Archreologist was thereafter engaged in deciphering and making copies of the 
impressions takep. and attending to the monnting of them. A year later, i.e.,. in August 191o, 
the Darbar Wanted to know whether the work so far done was satisfactory and what more 
remained to be done and consulted the late Dewan' Bahadur L. D. SwamikkannuPillai 
Avl., C.I.lll. That gentleman, after examining and expressing appreciation of the work 80 

far done, ,suggested that all the 1,500 inscriptions that had been copied should be published 
with English translations and notes according to dynasties and as far as possible in 
chronological order. He was also pleMed to promise such editorial help as lay in his power , 
including an introduction to the work and chronological and historical comments on the 
inscriptions, should the necessary permission of the Madras Governm~nt be applied for and· 
obtained by the Darbar. By the l]eginning of 1914 when almost all the fac-similes of the 
inscriptions had been copied in running hand and when the Darbar were considering the 

. measures to be taken fo~ translating, editing and publishing them, Dewan :aahadur Sir 
T. Desikachariar Kt. of Trichinopoly, who had made a name for his knowledge of South 
lndian Epigraphy and Numismatics, very kindly offered to take up the work of editing and 
publishing them, and at his suggestion a history graduate. was also appointed as clerk to 



ft' 

the '~hmologisi on a sal~ry of Rs. 50 per rnensem mainly for the purpose of trans1a\ing 
the inscriptions :md assisting him in' editing and publishing them. , This establiB'hment 

, , 

cons~sting of the Archreologist, :Mr. V~ ~. Vaidyanatha Aiyar on 80 pay of Rs. 60 per meusem, 
.80 graduate clerk, ,Mr. N. P., Swaminatha Aiyar on Rs. 50 lJe1' '1n~nse?n, and a peon on Rs. 7 
pe,r mensemwas made to work under the supervision and guidance of Dewan Bahadur Sir 
T. Desikachariar Kt. from 1st March] 915. ' 

2. ,'fhe fac-similes and the connected records were then removed to Trichinopoly and 
Mr. N. P~- Swaminatha. Aiyar the clerk who was then a raw graduate, was given the necesso.ry 
tra.ining in Sir T. Desikachariar's library. ' 

3. When the work was entrusted to Sir T. Desikachariar, the fac-similes and the 
records were not to his expectations. The fac-similes both the decipherad and the unde­
ciphered ones were then in sadoconfosion, some being 30 damaged by ravages of rats and 
white-nnts, that any identificatron with regard to the places, dates, etc., seemed well nigh 
impossible. Some inscriptions were found. registered twice,-in some cases under different 
villages. Some fac-similes were found' misshlg. The fair copies had net been neatly made. 
The first thing that Sir T. Desikacharia'r did was to get neat oopi.es made under his 
directions of the transcripts and e,e lists maintained by Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar. The lists 
'Wero re-written a:fter making the entries in the last column relating to the' description of the 
insor~ptions full and aocurate. Many bc-similes, }Vhich had not already p8~n transcribed, were 
transoribed and incorporated in the lists, A list of the damaged and tlissing fac-similes were 
then ordered to be prepared, and both the Arohreologist and the clerk were directed to 
re-visit the villa~sconcernedto oorr@ctly note the situations of the inscriptions copied aRd to 
take fresh fac-similes in regard tq mutilated and missing ones, For five months'from the third 

__ week of July 1916, ,:they were touring on this work separately in order to finish it more 
qUickly. "rrhe fac-similes newly taken were neatly pasted and arranged. All the transcripts 
on hand were then compared with the fac-similes and the necessary oo-rrectionsmade. In this 
prooess, some of the tra:nscripts underwent many material correctioni. The transc!:ipts were 
then re-written and the lists of the inscriptions were again revised. Finally the lists were 
gone through by Sir T. Desikachariar personally, inscription by inscription, with the texts. 
AU this naturally took a great deal of time. 

4. Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar had to be superannuated and retired on 1-6-HH 7 and 
:Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar was appointed as the State Arohreologist in succession to him. 
He continued however to work under the supervil'lion of Sir '1'. Desikl\chariar.' At the 
request of Sir T. ~esikachariar, the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pillai, c. I. E, , 

kindly undertook to supply the equivalent English 'dates for the dated inscriptions At his 
suggesiion, the inscriptions copied were chronologically arranged according to dynasty, in 

,order that the reader may , easily know the historical order of the events recorded. The lists 
had to be re-written' acCordingly and the texts of the inscriptions had to be re-arranged after 
the verified dates were supplied. The lists And transcripts whioh weut through the press are 
those so finally prepared. As the printing had to be done in the State Press, the office was 
shifted back to Pudukkottai in August 1918. While the transcripts were in the Press, 
Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar was sent to Madras to study the method adopted in the Govern~ 
ment Epigraphical department ill t~e publication of inscriptions. The late Mr. Venkoba Rao, 
ArchreolQgical Assista.nt Superintendent for Epigraphy,wM kind enough to give him th~ 
necessary. instructions. ,The details to b9 inserted in pnblishing the transcripts in accordance , 
with~t~t~tpe~od. w:ere not available~n the 'original transcripts. Hence the transcripts had' 
to be CQxnpar~dagain with tae fac-sll;niles . with· a view to these details being incorporated. 
As M;r~·N. P.,~waminatha· Aiyar reee,ived these instructioI¥' after the ~rst thirty-two pages 
of the transcripts had been printed, the details referred to a.bove will not be iound so far as ' 
tae firl!lt S2pa8'8s of this publication are coneerned. ' . 



... 
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." Themeth()a .. adopted bir' .'the Government Epi~~a~hi~~;Depaftk~rif(1~i'E~dbftsliing 
'. '. . ".' " '.: ': .... . .... .',':' .••. ... _ .. r .. ::: ...• ,.~,. 
-ihe voluuiep! ~f the South India~l~seriptions~as been folrqwe<!Jnprf~ti~f~~~;~tli~ci"iPN in 
· this pu151ication. Oorrect forms are given in the foot-notes, W1!eT~yet,:irteglffa:r'brtliography, 
Of evident mistakes' of the writer or the engraver arefQund; F 'V:kerev61' rp(js~ibIe :,the; letters 
tllatought to exist in 'the :defMed portions are alsog1\;ell j'n ,t1ief~tl~ottjs.·SuperlluoU8 
letters are enclosed in round brackets ( ), indistin0t letters in ~q1iare b!rilfeket~rl;atidletters 
conjecturally supplied in bl~a.ckets w#ha ~tar t/lf]. Defaced, po~io;nf! 'l~~i.~~ed by dois, 

· ~dQtll.p to nine, indicatinga-dE}f~,c.e1i letler. Where ~h9,.ltUrn,q~;rH,Rf."d.e·ia~ !ett~~· 
· exceeds nine, ten dots are used, whether the tota1n~mber ~f!su~h.I~te:rs~,t~B ,o~~or~ 
''bhan ten. ' ', . 

• Inscri'ptio~l-N 9,' I Is a~i-afiyli i~scr~pti~n eng;ra.ved. "~n one of.~pe·:~Votf~'·b~ds)n . the 
· S.ittan~vas:'ll ~avern.· A~i~ ~was,l1ot deciJ>llerable in~"e1lig.ihiy ,1; th~ ti~' ":~~~ :t~~' J)~bli~a~ . 
tion waS in the iress,.eop!~s~f t~e ~inoOgra~h pI'epare'd in the CentralSur vefQttice,' ~iaara.s, 
· :rtom ,the ink~~ ~~tam:page "t~k~n .. f~~~ ~he, •. · insc~iptiori were' -'obbined . and 'the' z'i~cograph 
apflesr! as~?'~f;ontispi~~e to t~~public~t~.on.. 'l'h~ oidTa~il inscripti'ons ·engra~ea. ()n' the 

,other storie)ed~"in"tbe same cav~rn als?,~ppe~r in' the .ziIi~ogr8pli.· ." " •. ;.' 

- Inscription No. II is the Pallavar 'Grantha Insoription engraved on the hill by tbes~<l~ 
·-()f,the rook:cRtBhmn~ at Kudmniamalai. The text for the. -same wa8copiedf~om the fae-simile 
-with the 'aidot Jtbe text·of the sanle, appearing in Epigraphi!\ Indica.Y ol..XII-Part V. 
The text,·ascopied.waacompared.directwith .. the. original Illscription,on .the rook. While so 
·oompa:ring~ some' of the dots and other marks which'were found engraved with some letters, 
·,butwhich,wereJaintinthe. fao-simile have been sup,pliedin the text. IIen.ee, there are sright 
diiferencesjll the reading given ju this publioation aud.tq!\t given in the Epigraphia Indica 
Vol. XII-Part¥,IJi the foot-;note the ,espe.ctive rel¥iings at suoh places in the Epigraphia 
;·Indi-oa·ar~ also given. '. 

The;~toMsof some ()f thEf e~tHert:ransC:riI)ts'vere correated in consultation with 
:R~o B'ah~dU:r"Dr: s. K rishnas wam:i Iyerigi\r, M. A.,;Professor of Illdian Histdryand· krchreo]ogy 
'lhth~ trniV'~fslt:v bf Madras, and this consultation 'contributed:' its own shate. of delaY'ih 
pb;ssin~flhe:pfoo(s. The proofsfof th'e';lists were finally passed by::-;ir 'I. Desikachariar 

i himself who had to attend to this seif-imposed labour) of love throughout irithe midst of an 
:9P;her:wise,~p.sy:el!otl¥lr. A la,i'ge Ilurnb~r9f transcripts had to be tran~latedfor preparing i'he 
·d,eB;Cri~i"e,XQJ~me}Vhicp.Sir T.· Desilrachariar has very kindly agreed to write and which itjs 
40ped the.s.~~t~.'Yi\l' J~~ ahle ,t~ pllbhshat ,110 distallt elate. '.. : " 
.,. ;.':: ;~"'~"-\_;"'\':~---," i. " ;." , ". . :.'.' • " ,.-' t 

5. Aia:~d Hyth6' ;deVoted artltvohiiita ry services "'rendered bymanyhonourary wprk~rs, 
ptorriinent atiidngwhotrl;'fte'Sir'£; D'esrkacha'rrat- diid the ItjteMr. Swamikanriu PiUai, the 
,c:pa.~bar".h~~'~~:litstbeeriable~6?ringrdttfin"a silngle vohime a. ~minplete listchronoldgieally 
';and 'dyh~Btica]rfa:iTanke(rorth~"anci'erlti1iseri-ptions jn' the State snda companion volume 
:Contairimg.,·the' 'tT"!1scripts o( 'tJ&es~". iii~lcriptions. ,.TheDarbar . take!tlils opportunity to 
'gincere'ly'tl1ari1b'tfie:1_rSl gentlemeri 'TIlentibxi.Eid . ltlthis' introduotiOri for their disinterested 
}abonr~;' :~he 'na~~rtfi d~bt-'Jf gratitrtdetoSii"'T .• })eslkatihairia~: is greidand it will'be all the 

'.greater'when hebi-¥gs:hi.s gr&at:sc~61arshipto:h~aronthe'rar&matQrial entombed in these 
jnscriptidits':and'br~D:~s:l~t 'his :piooiisEYd ?Hiicali;ydeseiiptive v&lume. ' . '., . . , 

.:-)1' '.<1':';~, .:-; ::.':; < "-'~-"~.' " :',~".r;";J' '-'~;,.: ~_o 

. : f . 
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