





'CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF INSCRIPTIONS

OF

THE PUDUKKOTTAI STATE

ARRANGED ACCORDING TO DYNASTIES

Published by

The Commissioner of Museums,-. = -
Government Museum,
Chennai - 600 008.



First Print - 1 1928 AD

Reprint 1 2002 AD
Number of Copies © 1000 copies
®©
Commissioner of Museums
Government Museum,

Chennai - 600 008.

Ptite : Rs. 85~

Printed by:
Chennai Printers Industrial Co-operative Society Lid.,
Chennai - 600 005.



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF INSCRIPTIONS

OF

THE PUDUKKOTTAI STATE

ARRANGED ACCORDING TO DYNASTIES

PUDUKKOTTAI STATE
PRINTED AT THE SRI BRIHADHAMBA STATE PRESS

19289



THE e P F R By ]
AR EIL S B

rommissioner of Archaeo ogy “a’mi Musenms, '
overnment ‘Maseain, it
gmore, Cheanai-600-008...- a”

" Off: 8261578
Res: 4341209

R P A I"u 8218735

Forew‘ord

TR Tl Gy e D TEg

The ptesent Pudul’d(ottal Bismu;ﬂprewously‘m}eyed the posmum sz a P;‘ihcely
: State Tt was: the only Tamiloprincely:'state-inBfitish ‘India::; I, survibed:as.an. TS ”
. autonomots- state :subject to ithe. patamounteyi iof .ther Bnmsh Crowntill: its mserger. in,;
- Magdras. Presiderscy, after Indcpendeneﬁ, i 1948 This m;mamsg state had.the fortu n@
. of having able administrators and .statgsmen. like, ﬁlr William,, Black Bug}ar,‘%lr A
Seshaiya Sastri and Sm.AJe;mmde& Loftq(]igmemham 85T ol adt ob s

f 5’ ..... i Brdis ST N1 ) 5.2’(‘. i
,‘ Sn- A. Sgshalya Sastn agpoiptcd A §pecu;l Qﬂ:%cel; 11;1 188b to pr;epare} Efl c 'Js e
. of ob]ects of histoncal and ars;haeoiog;cal nterest 1n‘quu otfal State. PThlS 'paye e T
way for the emergence of a usppm qnd' the ‘"’D‘epan;ment of | Archs 'g?ﬂ;n s
Pudukkot;tal. Asround 1906, Thu'u S. B_adhalln“ shna Awa{ dukitottai State Mahdal -
" Officer recommended for q;opylng rhe Inscnptlon ';g:a&eréayall OVet fh"’ Staté“‘ o

| f Pudukkottal. However only in 1910 2 spec1al esfabhshrheﬁt Wﬁ§ made ‘to cam} ‘Ol.lt tl[rf 2

FELEIL .’f.l!';;' el B

LD SWamtkannu Pillai helpéd' théﬁrin f?:tiﬁ’g the dates: of'the’hiaeriﬁtionsianﬁ mang&d Lt
- “thiem ifithe - list - chrenologieslly: according: to::dynasties. . The. Pudukkoteii-State ;= .,
iscrighion thue collected i she early two decades o last ceneury were published by:she: .. .-
- Pudiukkottai State Darbar in 1929:iri two volumes-under: thie:titles. of “Chranalagical.
. list of inscriptions ‘of Pudukkottai:State: ansd “IﬂﬁérlﬂﬁwfIS‘(.TﬁHtﬁ) Of‘PM‘%Wa Statp
atranged accetdmgto Dynastles R ;

CEE Y,
ont

LU

These publicaionsae vl suiss o hisogan n schlos of 391%!1{ ndian_ .
Smdxes for. their zesearch work perajning to. n}edaerval and %Qlomal pﬁnods. After, ;?,‘
~lapse of seven. decades the Goverment Museum, Cheqnal reprints. th;s l;ook AL U
_ attempt. to preserve our. ancient w1sdorr;_ dug to a grant f from n;he RIESEE,

Tamllnadu n T o Jike
Chennai-600008 S L e o b
15-3-2002 AD. . Dol wden el

Y gt T I FPYRTT S S NP [ P -
e ..t‘-ltf.‘ R ".'-.:"_,‘.u\ it CELL BT PRt h VT Sl g SRR Pt gy S50 Sodods



INTRODUCTION..

~—

"N the yesr 1839, when the late Sir A. Seshiah Sastri was the Dewan: Regent of the State,
]_ tho idea was first entertaned of making a catalogume of objects of historical and
archmological interest found scattered in such profusion over the State and of preserving
them. The late Mr. V. 8. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tirumayyam, who was subsequently appointed
ag the Archeologist of the State, was appointed to that task. He started his labours by
preparing a list of these objects. Thirteen years later, i.e., in the year 1901, the Madras
Government waunted the Darbar to preserve all such-objects in the State as had an
historical and archzological interest. The Darbar accordingly undertook their preservation,
Subsequently, in the year 1900, when the Darbar deputed the late Mr. S. Radhakrishna
Aiyar for writing up the State Manual it was felt that a study of the inscriptions and the
archmological remains in the State was essential for the preparation of a satisfactory State
Manual and accordingly Mr. V. 8. Vaidyanatha Aiyar who had been first selected in 1889 for
the preparation of the catalogue, was appointed a8 an assistant-to Mr. S. Radhakrishna Aiyar
in the year 1907 for the purpose of Teading and copying the several inscriptions found in the
State. He worked in this eapacity for one year till April 1908 and copied some important
inscriptions. The richness of the materials contained in the inscriptions copied by
Mr. V. 8. Vaidyanatha Aiyar induced the Darbar to think seriously of creating an Archsologica;
department, and the late Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rao, M.4., Epigraphist of the Travancore Siate
who was consulted in the matter, submitted a memorandum sets ting forth the advantages of
creating an Archzological department in the State and giving an idea of the probable annual
eost of the department to the State. The State Manual officer, the late Mr. 8. Radhakrishna
Aiyar, submitted the transcripts prepared by Mr. V. 8. Vaidyanatha Aiyar to the late
M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Venkayya, m.a., of the Madras Epigraphical department. The latter
also advocated the creation of an Archmological department for makmg inter alia a regular
survey of =ali items of archmological interest. The Darbar accordingly created an
Archmological department in 1910 and appointed Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tiramayyam
at its head. Mr. Vaidysnatha Aiyar was made to work under the supervision of
Mr. S. Radhakrishna Aiyar, special officer for the preparation of the State Manual, and was
firat deputed to take up and complete the examination of all inscriptions in the State and
also to undertake some excavations. By the end of June 1912, the field work consisting in
the examination and taking fac-simile impressions of all inscriptions in the State was completed,
The State Archzologist was thereafter engaged in deciphering and making copies of the
impressions taken and attending to the mounting of them. A year later, L.e., in August 1915
the Darbar wanted to know whether the work so far done was satisfactory and what more
remained to be done and consulted the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai
Avl.,, c..2. That gentleman, after examining and expressing appreciation of the woik so
far done, suggested that all the 1,500 inscriptions that had been copied should be published
with English translations and notes according to dynasties and as far as possible in
chronological order. He was also pleased to promise such editorial help as lay in his power,
including an introduction to the work and chronological and historical comments on the
inscriptions, should the necessary permission of the Madras Government be applied for and -
obtained by the Darbar. By the beginning of 1914 when almost all the fac-similes of the
inscriptions had been copied in running hand and when the Darbar were considering the
_measures to be taken for {ranslating, editing and publishing them, Dewan Bahadur Sir
T. Desikachariar Kt. of Trmhmopoly, who had made a name for his knowledge of South
Indian Epigraphy and Numismatics, very kindly offered to take up the work .of editing and
publishing them, and at his suggestion a history gradun.te_ was also appointed as clerk to
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the Archmologist on a salary of Rs. 50 per mensem mainly for the purpose of translating
the inscriptions and assisting him in’ editing and publishing them. This establishment
consisting of the Archzologist, Mr. V, 8. Vaidyanatha Aiyar on a pay of Rs. 60 per mensem,
-a graduate clerk, Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar on Rs. 50 per ménsem, and a peon on Rs. 7
per wmensem was made to work under the supervision and guidance of Dewan Bahadur Sir
T. Des;kacharmr Kt. from 1st March 1915..

2. 'The fac-similes and the connected records were then removed to Trichinopoly' and
Mr. N. P: Swaminatha Aiyar the clerk who was then a raw graduate, was given the necessary
trammg in Sir T. Desikachariar's library.

3. When the work was entrusted to Sir T. Desikachariar, the fac-similes and the
records were not to his expectations. The fac-similes both the deciphered and the unde-
ciphered ones were then in sad confusion, some being so damaged by ravages of rats and
white-ants, that any identificatron with regard to the places, dates, etc., seemed well nigh
impossible. Some inscriptions were found registered twice,-in some cases under different
villages. Some fac-similes were found' missing. The fair copies had net been neatly made,
The first thing that Sir T. Desikachariar did was to get neat copies made under his
directions of the franscripts and t..c lists maintained by Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar. The lists
were re-written after making the entries in the last column relating to the descripfion of the
inscriptions full and accurate. Many fac-similes, which had not already beén transcribed, were
transcribed and incorporated in the lists. A list of the damaged and ofissing fac-similes were
then ordered to be prepared, and both the Archmologist and the clerk were directed to
re-visit the villages concerned to correctly note the situations of the inseriptions copied aad to
take fresh fac-similes in regard to mutilated and missing ones. For five months from the third

_week of July 1916, they were touring on this work separately in order to finish it more
quickly. The fac-similes newly taken were neatly pasted and arranged. All the transcripts
on hand were then compared with the fac-similes and the necessary corrections made. In this
process, some of the transcripts underwent many material corrections. The transoripts were
then re-written and the lists of the inscriptions were again revised. Finally the lists were
gone through by Sir T. Desikachariar personally, inscription by inscription, with the toxts.
All this naturally took a great deal of time. : )

4. Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar had to be superannuated and retired on 1—6—1917 and
Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar was appointed as the State Archmologist in succession to him.
He continued however to work under the supervision of Sir T. Desikachariar.” At the
request of Sir T. Desikachariar, the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pillai, ¢. 1. B,
kindly undertook to supply the equivalent English dates for the dated inscriptions At his
suggestion, the inscriptions copied were chronologically arranged according to dynasty, in
.order that the reader may easily know the historical order of the events recorded. The lists
had to be re-written accordingly and the texts of the inscriptions had to be re-arranged after
the verified dates were supplied. The lists and transcripts which went through the press are
those so finally prepared. As the printing had to be done in the State Press, the office was
shifted back to Pudukkottal in August 1918. While the franseripts were in the Press,
Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar was sent to Madras to study the method adopted in the Govern-
ment Epigraphical department in the publication of inscriptions. The late Mr. Venkoba Rao,
Archmolegical Assistant Superintendent for Epigraphy, wag kind enough to give him the
necessary.instructions. The details to be inserted in publishing the transcripts in accordance .
with-that: method were not available in the original transcripts. Herice the transcripts had
tobe cqmpared again with the fac-similes ‘with & view to these details being incorporated.
As Mr. N. P. Swaminstha Aiyar received these insiructions after the first thirty-two pages
of the transcrtpts had been printed, the details referred to above will not be iound go far as
the first 32 Pages. of this puwblication are concerned
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The method adopted by the Governmenmt Eplgra.phxca.l Deparﬁmenﬁ oy pubﬁshmg
“the volumes of the South Indian’ In%enptlons has been followed i pri rinting the }trﬁﬁacnpts n
this pubhcatlon Correct forms are given in the foot- notes, wherever irregufnr ‘orthography.
or evident mistakes of the writer or the engraver are found. Wherever’ possxblé ‘the letters
that ought to exist in the defaced portions are also gnen in the foot-tiotes. Superﬂuous
letters are enclosed in round brackets ( ), indistinet letters in square brackets [], and letters
conjecturally supphed in brackets with a star [*]. Defaced portions are macrked by dots,
‘each. dot up to mnine, mdlcatmg a defaced letber. Where the number, pf deiaced lettows’
-exceeds nine, ten dofs are used, whether the total number of sueh letters.,rn ten or more
‘bha.n ten.

Inscnptlon \To Lisa Bmhml 1nscr1pt10n engraved on One of the slone ‘beds in the
'Srttanmva.sal cavern. As lt was not declpherable 1ntelhglbly a.t the time when the pubhca.- |
'tlon was in the ] press, GOPIGB af the zmoograph prepared in the Central Sur vey oﬁace, Madras,
from the mked estampage ta.ken from the ‘inseription were obtmned and ‘the mncogra.ph
appears as the frontlsplece to the publlcatlon The old Tamil 1nacr1pt10ns engrave& on’ t.he
-other st.one beds in the same cavern a.lso appear m the zmcogra.ph

- Inscription Nos II i8. the Pallava Grantha .[nscrlptlon engra.ved on the hlil by the mde
-of the rock-ent shrine at Kudumiamalai. The text for the same was copied from the fac-simile
‘with the-aid: of the text of the same appearing in Epigraphia Indica Vol. XII—Part V.
‘The text as copied was compared direct. with the original Inscription en the rock. While so
-comparing, some-of the dois and other marks which were found engraved with some letiers,
‘but which were faint in the. fae-simile have been supplied in the text. Hence, there are slight
differences in the reading given .in this publication and that given in the . Epigraphia Indica
Vol. XIT—Part V.. -In the foot-note the respectna 1ea.d1ngs at such piaces in the Eplgraphm
:Indlcaarealsogwen S o

' The "“p‘rdofs'of some of the earlier transcripts iere corréated in consultation wiﬂi
‘Rao Bahadur Dr. 8. Krishnaswami [yengar, u. A., Profesgor of Indian Hlstory and Archzology
in the Unwei'mty of Madras, and this consu]t'vl;lon contributed " its own share of delay'in
passing the proofs. The proofs for the lists were finally passed by ‘Sir T. Pesikachariar
‘himself who had to attend to this self-imposed labour of love throughout in the midst of an
-otherwise bnsy career. A large number of transcripts had to be translaied for preparing the
-descrlptwe Volume Whlch Sir T. Desxkacharlar has very kindly agreed to wrrte and wh1ch 11; i
‘_hoped the Sf.a.te W}ll be able to publish at no dzsta.nt date.

5. Aided by the Elevoted and voluutary gervices rendered by ma.ny honourary workers,
'promment among whot are ‘Sir 'f. Desﬂ(acharmr and the late 'Mr. Swamikannu Pillai, the
“Darbar has at’ Tast been able to 'brmg out’ in'a smg}e volume a complete Lis chrono}oglea}ly
i-‘and dynastlcally arrdanged of the ancient inscriptions in the State and s companion volmme
500nta.1nmg ‘the - tra.nscnpl:s of " thess” inscriptions. The Darbar takes this opportunity to
" gincerely thank the’ s‘eral uentlemen mentloned in thig introduction for their disinterested
‘labours:  “The Darbars debt of gratltude 408t T. Desikachariar is great and it will'be all the
greater’ when he ‘brmgs his great’ scholarsh1p to bea.r on the rare material entombed in these
‘ ::nscrlptr(ms and ’Ormgs cmt hl’s proanw& crltlcally desenptwe volume ' * :
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