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FOREWORD 

{
Off : 8261578 

Phone Res: 4341209 
Fax: 8218735 

The Government Museum, Chennai (then Madras) was the central 
museum for the then Madras Presidency, which extended over almost 
the whole of South India. This nodal position enabled it to gather together 
a fine collection of South Indian metal images. Most of them are those 
of Hindu deities and have been acquired under the Treasure Trove Act. 
All such images were made for worship. 

Hindu Iconography is a large and complex subject. The authors, 
Dr. F. H. Gravely and T. N. Ramachandran have given a brief summary of 
the chiet characteristics of the principal images through which one could 
nasily understand the Hindu pantheon of Gods and Goddesses. The 
mudras or poses of hand and fingers, which form an important part of 
the symbolism in Hindu images. They impart a peculiar air of delicacy 
and grace to the icons. From a thorough study, the authors have given 
a table in which they explain the different characteristics of Hindu metal 
images of different periods and the significance of the mudras. The 
authors for the sake of brevity have given the insignia and postures of 
the hands, listed on a uniform plan commencing with the uppermost 
(or hindermost) and ending with the lowest (or foremost), the right hand 
always being mentioned before the left. 

Further, the authors have listed the character and geographical 
distribution of treasure trove finds from South India. From the list one 
could see that almost all the images whose history is known come from 
an area extending from Ramnad district in the South to the Chittoor and 
North Arcot districts in the North i.e. from within the confines of the 
ancient Pandyan and Chola Kingdoms. 

This catalogue is the first scientific study of Hindu Metal Images 
in South India and is a definitive work. This book was out of stock for 
several years. It was felt that there was a need for a reprint. I hope that 

this work would be received well by scholars and students alike. 

CHENNAJ....600 008 

15-3-2002 AD 

!l~'-vV'-v-J'-.'Y·~ 

(Dr.R.Kannan, Ph.D., I.A.S.) 
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CATALOGU£ OF THE SOUTH INDIAN HINDU METAL 
IMAGES IN THE lY!ADRAS GOVERNMENT MUSEUM. 

By F. H; GRAVELY, D.Sc., AND T. N. RAMACHANDRAN, M.A., 

GOVERNMENT MUSEUM, MADRAS. 

The position occupied by the Madras Museum has enabled it to gather together 
a.particularly fine collection cf South Indian metal images, mostly Hindu and mostly 
acquired by Government from treasure trove finds. Some were thus acquired as long ago 
as 1872, but most have been obtained during the last thirty years. 

All such images, as has often been ~ointed out, are religious in purpose. With few 
exceptions they are designed to remind worshippers of the Divine, conceived by Hindu 
philosophy as· the Impersonal Absolute and by Hindu bhakti (~evotion) as the Lord and 
Divine Lover of believers. . In the best images something of both these aspects finds 
expression, often rendering them difficult of appreciation by those unfamiliar with Hindu 
feelings. In addition to this, every image must co'nform to the pattern laid down for it by 
tradition. These patterns are prescribed in such detail in the silpa-sastras or crafts­
men's handbook-which is regarded as a sacred canon of divine origin-that doubts have 
been expressed as to whether such rigid rules can leave any scope for the expression of 
art that is really great in the sense of being universal; and only half a century ago Hindu 
images were generally regarded in the West as having Httle or no artistic significance. 
The g~neral opinion is now, however, very different and in some quarters seems to have 
swung to an almost equally uncritical extreme in the opposite -direction. The answer 
of the Madra.s Museum collection to this question of the artistic value of Hindu images 
can best, we think, be indicated by drawing attention to the well known Nataraja image 
from Tiruvelangadu (Natesa NO.5, pI. xviii, fig. 2) and to Vishnu No. I (pl. i, fig. I), 

Rama No.1 (pl. vii), Hanuman No .. I (pI. vi, fig. 2) and Narasimha NO·5 (Yoganara­
simha, pI. v) ·on the one hand as compared with Srinivasa (:;::: Vishnu) NO.4 (pI. iv, fig. I), 
Rama No.2 (pI. viii, fig. 2), Hanuman NO.4 (pI. vi, fig. 3) and Narasimha No. 2 (pl. vi, 
fig. I) on the other. But it must not be forgotten that to the Hindu worshipper the 
latter four afford all that is required, and may even seem preferable to the former Jour by 
reason of their sharper and more detailed finish, emphasizing traditional form with all 
its symbolism. 

Hanuman No. I and Narasimha NO.5 provide an answer to another ·criticism that 
has been levelled against Hindu art-that it cannot be really good because much of its 
subject-matter is grotesque or even positively ugly. For they well illustrate the way in 
which Hindu artists have succeeded in giving expression to true artistic feeling even 
through such apparently unpromising traditional fomls. Unfortunately our figures do 
not do full justice to the originals. 
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Hindu sculptors form a special caste, which has sometimes been likened to one of the 
craftsmen's guilds of mediaeval Europe; and investigators have pointed out that the nearest 
European parallels to the generalized type of facial expression characteristic of Indian 
work are to be found among the imaginative stone figures carved by members of these 
guilds for Gothic cathedrals. It was when Rodin was preparing a volume of essays on 
the cathedrals of France that he was attracted to Indian art through the analogies he 
noticed. To any in Europe who still find Indian art too remote for comprehension this 
may suggest a possible mode of approach. 

In the following account of the Hindu section of the Madras Museum collection of 
South Indian metal images we have aimed at bringing to public notice the whole contents 
of the collection rather than at exhaustive treatment of any of the specimens.' We hope 
that the attention thus drawn to them will encourage qualifi~d artists to treat others of the 
finest examples as Rodin has already treated two of the Natarajas (see below, p. 4). 

The catalogue was commenced by the late Mr. Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar !;everal 
years ago. But pressure of other archaeological and numismatic work made progress 
slow, and when he had later to devote his whole time t6 numismatics he handed over his 
notes to the present authors, who are also indebted to his intimate knowledge ofVaishna­
vite tradition for help in identifying some of the images of Vaishnavite saints, both 
alvars and acharyas, the iconography of which presents problems of sp.ecial difficulty. 
We are also indebted to Pandit E. ~. Krishnamachar of the Madras Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library for further help in this connection. 

Diacritical marks have been inserted in all names or terms italicized in the summaries 
of ic.onography, costume, etc., but have been avoided elsewhere except in the case d a 
few names which do not occur in these summaries. 

Many of the images in the collection have long been in need of chemical refwration. 
The post of archaeological chemist in the Museum was therefore establisher, in 1930, 
and filled by Mr. S. Paramasivan. Without his help many of thp, image', described 
below could not have been satisfactorily dealt with, their details being . nore or less 
completely cbscured by corrosion. This work, especially since theinstaJation of the 
apparatus for eiectrolytic treatment, has been invaluable to us. 

We have also to thank Mr. R. F. Stoney, late of Madras Public Works Department, and 
the executors of the late Mr. C. W. E. Cotton, I.C.S., for permis'sion to describe and 
photograph certain images of special interest in their possession, and Prof. Jouveau­
Dubreuil and the authorities. of the Musee Guimet in Paris for enabling us to describe and 
figure Chandrasekhara No. l' with its inscription. 

1 Present financial conditions have unfortunately compelled us to reduce to I!. minimum the series of pl'ltes originally 
planned, which are practically confined to what is needed to illustrate the 'points discussed in the archaeological 
section of this introduction (pp, 20-47) and the anllysis of treasure trove finds (PP.47-6r). We hope that it may be 
possible at'a later date to issue plates of other images, with more special reference to iconography. 
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PREVIOUS WORK ON METAL IMAGES FROM SOUTH INDIA AND CEYLON. 

The earliest modern account of South Indian metal images appears to be that of 
"Some Buddhist Bronzes, and Relics of Buddha" published by Robert Sewell in 1895/ 
though a brief reference to the same find was made in a report submitted to Government 
by the Collector of Bezvrada In. 1870 and published in the 11ldiall Alltiquary· more than 
twen~ years earlier. Not for another ten years, however, did the importance of South 
Indian metal images begin to receive any kind of general recognition, a recognition that 
came largely as a result of the work of Havells and Coomaraswamy. The latter author 
published an illustrated paper on some "Mahayana Buddhist Images from Ceylon and 
Java" in 1909" and in 1910 his" Selected Examples of Indian Art ", among which are 
included several metal images from Ceylon and South India. In 1910 there also appeared 
Arunachalam's" Ancient Bronzes in the Colombo Museum ".6 

Vincent Smith's" History of Fine Art in India and Ceylon ", first published in 19II 
and extensively revised by Codrington in 1930, which has done much to .show the relation 
of Indian art to Indian history, devotes several pages to metal images from South India 
and Ceylon. Such images are dealt with from another point of view in Coomaraswamy's 
" Arts and Crafts of India and Ceylon" published in i9I3 in the World of Art series. 
And drawings of several images belonging to the Madras Museum Collection are in­
cluded among the "Illustrations of Metal Works in Brass and Copper, mostly South 
Indian" by Thurston, Velayuda Asari and Hadaway, printed in I9I3 at the Madras 
Government Press, " not for sale ".' 

In 1914 the Colombo Museum published in its Memoirs Coomaraswamy's" Bronzes 
from Ceylon, chiefly in the Colombo Museum ", the only extensive work devoted 
exclusively to Ceylon metal images. The same author's" Visvakarma ",published in the 
same year, contains illustrations of metal images from both India and Ceylon. In the 
following year (1915) the Indian Society of Oriental Art published O. C. Gangoly's "South 
Indian Bronzes ", the fullest treatment of the subject that has yet appeared. In 1916. 
H. Krishna Sastri's "South Indian Images of Gods and Goddesses" was published at 
the Madras Government Press. 

The existence of South Indian portrait statues in metal first became generally known 
in 1915, when several were figured in Gangoly's "South Indian Bronzes" and H. KJ;'ishna 
Sastri described and figured some from a tem~le in Tirupati6• Special attent.ion has 

1 J. Roy. Asiatic Soc., 1895, pp. 617-637, 5 pI. 
2 Vol. I, 1872, p. 153. 
a e.g. " Indian Sculpture and Painting" (1908, with a revised and largely rewritten edition in 19z5) and "The 

Ideals of Indian Art" (191I). Tn the latter the Tiruvelangadu Nataraja was figured for the first time. 
4 J. Roy. Asiatic Soc., 1909, pp. 283-297, 3 pI. 
5 Spolia Zc),lanica, VI, pp. 57-74. IS pl.. 6 text figs. 
• Ann. Rep., 19II-12, Af'cr.. Surv. Ind., p. 189. pI. lxwi. 

I.A 
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recently' been paid to them by T. G. Aravamuthan in his" South Indian Portraits in Stone 
and Metal" 1 and" Portrait Sculpture in South India ".' 

Rodin's memoir on ,I La Danse de Civa" with twelve magnificent iilustrations of 
two metal images from the Madras Museum (Natesa Nos. 3 and 5) appeared in Ars Asiatica 
in 1921 and is much the most detailed study of any South Indian images that has yet 
been made. 

In 1922 Coomaraswamy published a short account of some Saivite images, including a 
number of metal ones from South India that had been acquired by the Boston Museum 
of Fine ArtsB ; and in 1923 he published his "Catalogue of the Indian Collections in the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston" and his" Portfolio of Indian Art", in both of which South 
Indian metal images find a place. Mention may also be made here of his" Bibliographies 
of India~ Art" which appeared in 1925. His" History of Indian and Indones¥ctn Art", 
published in 1927 contains only a very brief reference to South Indian metal images, :with 
a few illustrations, 'and adds nothing new concerning them. 

A paper on "Indian Bronzes" by K. N. Sitaram appeared in the Connisseur for June 
19244., in which a number of images ar.e figured, chiefly from the Victoria and Albert, and 
Leyden Museums6• 

" Southern Indian Bronzes" form the subje~t of Vol. I of O. C. Gangoly's Little Books 
on Asiatic Art. This book, which was published in 1927, provides a useful and well illus­
trated brief introduction to the subject. It must not be confused with his earlier aDd 
much more extensive treatise "South Indian Bronzes" to which reference has already 
been made. Several noteworthy papers on South Indian metal images have been' 
contributed to Rupam, his" illustrated quarterly journal of oriental art, chiefly Indian" :....:. 

1921. A ~tatl1ette of a Saiva Devotee, by the EdItor. 

1922. Notes on the Composition of Line in Nataraja Images, by W. S. Hadaway. 
Note on a dated Nataraja from Belur, by W. S. Hadaway. 

1924. Notes on two Jaina Metal Images, by W. S. Hadaway. 

1 Luzac & Co., London, 1930. 
I India. Society, London, 1931. 
• Bull. Mus. FiNe Arts, Boston XX, pp. 15-24, 10 figs. 
& Pages 65-72, 18 text figs. 3 pl. We are inc;lebted to Mr. Codrington for calling our attention to this· paper.· 
5 The broken bust Cro.m the Victoria and Albert Museum shown in Sitaram', last plate as .. Siva (?) 

Ancient Pallava broBze figure" is of special interest on account of its apparent antiquity. Nothing iI. said in the 
text as to the reasons for the identification and period given. Having only a single pair of arms,. and a . lotus but 
none of Siva's special emblems in the hair, Chandikesvara seems to us a more probable' identification, and this 

" receives confirmation from the fact that the left hand is in the kataka pose as if to hold ·something in exactly' the 
position of the axe of Chandikesvara No. I of the Mad~ Mnseum collection. The righ~ arm is unfortunately broken 
off above the elbow. If, however, our identification is corre::t,. the image is unlikely to be a Pallava one. For, 
though Chandikesvara is the one Saivite saint of whom Pallava images are known, in these images he always .tands. 
before Siva with hands in anjali pose and holding neither axe nor flowers, independent images wit~ 'axe or flowers 
bavltig apparently come into use only in Chola times. . . 
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1927. A Bronze Vishnu in the Trivandrum Museum, by the Editor. 
Indian Sculpture at the Asiatic exhibition .at Cologne, 1926, by A. Sahnony. 

1930. A new South Indian Bronze, by A. K. Coomaraswamy. 
An early South Indian" Bronze ", by Stella Kramrisch. 

5 

Such information as is availableconcernin~ the history, method of casting, postures, 
symbolism, etc., of South Indian metal images has been brought together' by Gangoly ill 
the introduction to his "South Iildian Bronzes" (1925) and is briefly summarised in his 

\ 

"Southern Indian Bronzes "(1927), to which reference has already been made. 

ICONOGRAPHY. 

Hindu iconography is a large and complex subject, and it would be out 'of place to 
attempt any extensive account of it here.1 The following brief summa'ry of the chief 
characteristics of the prinCipal figures, especially such as are represented among South 
Indian Hindu metal images, must however be given in explanation of the subject,.niatter 
of this catalogue. The terms used in describing the conventional poses and their 
symbolism will be found explained on pp. 17-18 and those used in describing articles 
of dress and adornment on pp. 18-20.' Some emblems, especially the bow, arrow, 'mace, 
spear, vina and flowers, that are prescribed as being held in the hands, are often inserted 
separately, the images being cast simply with the hand or hands that shopld hold them 
in the kataka or holding pose. Most images have more than one pair of arms, arranged 
more or less in a line from above or behi.nd tobelow or in front. It is usually convenieat 
to refer to these pairs as upper or lower, but in some cases, especially where these 
terms are not strictly accurate and might even, mislead, ,t~ey are referred to as first, 
second, third, etc., always counting from above or behind to below or in front. 

The three principal Hindu g~ds, together known as the Trimurti, are Brahmii the 
creator, VishIJu the preserver and Siva the destroyer. Brahma has no separate temples, 
but his images may be found in niches in the temples of other gods. Vishnu and Siva 
are each regarded by their respective followers as supreme over all others. 

Brahmii has four faces and two pairs of hands, of which the upper right hand holds a 
rosary and the upper left a vessel with a spout (kama1J4alu). The hamsa or sacred swan is 
the viihana or "vehicle" both of himself and of his consort Sarasvati, the goddess of .. 

1 For further information the following works may be consulted·: Moor's .. Hindu Pantheon" (Madras, 1864) ; 
Jouveau-Dubreuil's" Archeologie du Sud de l'lnde, II, Iconographie It (Paris, 1914); Gopinatna- Rao's "Ele. 
ments of Hindu Iconography" "(Madras, I 1914, II 1916); Krishna Sastri's "South Indian Images of Gods and 
Goddesses" (Madras, 1916hMacdonell's "History of Hindu Iconography" (RupallZ, '1920, NO.4, pp. II-IS); lsidya­
binod's "Varieties of the Vishnu Image" (Mem. Arck. SUrtJ. Ind., No.2, 1920, pp. 23-31, pI. vii-viii); Bhattacharya's 
"Indian Images, Pt. I, the Brahmanic Iconography" (Calcutta; 1921); the Hindu mythology and ico'nography 
sections on pp. 12-22 and 31-36 respectively of Coomaraswamy's "Catalogue of the Indian' Collections in the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston ". (Boston, 1923) ; Bhattasali's " Iconography of Buddhist and Brahinanica:I Sculptures 
in the Dacca Museum" (Dacca, 19:::9). 
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learning. She has two pairs of hands, of 'which the upper right and lower left hold 
respectively a rosary and a book, the other two holding a vi1}4. &lvitri, the tutelary deity 
of an important mantra, is -also associated with Brahma, being regarded as a second 
consort. 

VisluJu (pI. i) wears a kirita-makuta and carries a discus on his right and a conch on 
his left, usually in the upper of two pairs of hands. His consorts are Sri Devi (Lakshmi) 
andBhu Devi (below, pp. 6-7) and his vdhana Garuda (below, p. 8). 

In certain places he is speciaHy worshipped in some form in which he is believed to 
have become manifest there. The chief of these forms are-

" 

Varadartij~ of Conjeevaram (pI. ii, figs. 3 and 4), with the right hand of the.1ower 
pair in the varada pose and the left either resting on a mace (as in his principal image at 
Conjeevaram) or in the katyavalambita-hasta. -

Srini'lJdsa of Tirupati (pl. iii), with -the right hand of th_e lower pair in the abhaya 
pose and th", -left placed against his thigh to show that the ocean' of mundane aclivities 
(samsdra) is only thigh-deep to his devotees. 

Ranganlitha of Srirangam, reclining on a serpent bed. 
PdIJr!uranga of Pandharpur, with only one pair of hands. They rest on or haI)g 

beside his hips, the left one in the latter case holding a conch. 

Other important special forms of Vishnu are­
VaikuIJlhan:litha, sitting on a serpent couch. 
Dhanvantari, the tutelary _ deity of Hindu medicine, holding a vessel of medicine ,in 

one' or both of h,is two hands, and seated in front of a disc bearing his discus and conch; 
Though represented by two small images in the Madras Museum collection this form is of 
much Jess importance th~n Vaikunthanatha and Lakshmin~rayana. 

LakshminllrIiYQ1Ja, with his consort Lakshmi on his left kn'ee, support,ed by his 
left arm. 

Vishnu's consorts, Sri De'vi (Lakshmi), the goddess of well-being 1 'and Bhu INti the 
earth goddess (pl. i, etc.), have their places on his right and left respectively. The 
former holds a lotusl usually ful1y open with seed-vessel exposed, in her left hand and 
the l~tter a blue waterlily, usually, in bud, in her right.' The former but not the latter 
should have a band across her breasts. See also below, pp. 72-74. 

As Lakshmi Sri Devi may be worshipped independently of Vishnu, when she may 
be shown with some of the characteristics properly belonging to Bhu, Devi, and should 
h,old a lotus in her right hand and a bael fruit in her left. ,As Mahalakshm;' and Gaja­
lakshmi she has two pairs of hands and is always seated with the lower right hand in the 

1 Often ~<!rshipped alSo as the ,goddess of material wealth and prosperity, though Kubera (the guardian of th~ 
north) is the IIindu god of riches. 

t Very rarely the flowers are held in the' opposite hands, as in the ::onsorts of Srinivasa No. I.' 
a Not to be confused with the Sakta goddess Mahalakshmi of Kolhapuf (see velow, p. 13). 
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abhaya and the lower left in the varada pose. Ma/J4lakshmt holds a mace in her upper 
right hand and a. bael fruit in her upper left .. Gajalakshmi holds a lotus in each of these 
hands and should be attended by a pair of elephants, one on each' side. 

Vishnu is believed to become incarnate to punish the wicked, and to support the 
weak and helpJess', whenever vice predominates and virtue wanes. His ten principal 
avattlrs or incarnations are the following-

Matsya, the fish that recovered the Vedas from the ocean, whei'ethey h~d been 
hidden by a demon. 

Kurma, the tortoise that supported the mount~in used for churning the ocean 
Of milk. 

Varaha, the boar that rescued the earthJromthe ocean in which a demon had 
submerged it. 

Narasimha (pI. v, pI. vi, fig. I and pI. ix, fig: 2), half lion, half man, that killed a 
demon king who had condemned his own son to death for his dev.otion to worship. 

Vaman~, the dwarf who retrieved the universe by covering. it in three strides. He 
is almost always represented with an umbrella. He carries a copy of the Vedas in his 
right hand and u,sually a spoated vessel (kama1}4alu) in his left. When taking his three 
strides he is known as Trivikrama. 

Paraiurama, who exterminated the Kshatriya or warrior caste with his axe· 
Rama (pI. vii), who saved the world by slaying RdvatJa, the demon king of Ceylon. 

His posture is that of a man holding an arrow in his right hand and the top of a bow 
(the other end of which rests on the ground) in his left.l He is usually accompanied 
by his brother Lakshmaf/.a in the same posture but somewhat smaller and his consort 
Sita,· an incarnation of Lakshmi, with a lotus in the hand nearest Rama. 

Krish1}a, who destroyed a number of demons. He is worshipped under the follow-
ing forms-

Kaliya. 

Valapatraidyi, as a baby lying on a banyan leaf and holding his toe in his mouth: 
SantanaglJptlla, the same but without the leaf. 
Yaioddkrish1}a (pI. xxiii, fig. 16), as a child on the hip or lap of his mother Yasoda. 
Bdlakrish1}a, as a child crawling or dancing. 
Navanitakrish1}a, as a child holding a ball of butter, usually dancing. 
Kaliyakrish1}a (pI. ix, fig. 3), as a five-year old boy subduing the serpent king 

Ve1}ugopala "(pI. x and xi), as a youth playing the flute. 

1 'fhe bow and arrow are almost alw.ays missing but the posture is characteristic. Arjuna, who was also famed 
as· an archer, can be distinguished from Raina by his not having a sacred threa.d aDd wearing ear-rings in the form 
of patra-kundalas instead of JIlakara.kundalas (see below, p. (6). 

I In sets in which Sita stauds on Rama's right she is individually indistinguishable from Sri Devi or RukmiDi, 
and in seta in which she stands on his left from Bhu Devi, Satyabhama, Parvati, etc. (see below, pp. 72-73). 
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Krish1)a, as a man, his right hand holding a shepherd's crook (usually missing) 
and his left elbow projecting to rest on his consort's shoulder.1 

Pllrthaslirathi, as the teacher of Arjuna, the capacity in which he propounded the 
Bhagavad Gita. 

Krishna is sometimes accompanied by it single consort, Rukmi"i,an incarnation 
of Lakshmi, who then stands on hi~ left, and sometimes by t~o consorts when Rukmini 
stands on his right and his second consort Satyabhdmll on his l~ft. They may either. be 
identical in form with Sri Devi and Bhu Devi respectively or may differ in having their 
hair tied in a knot. 

Buddha; sOlnetimes replaced by Jagannl1tha (Vishnu as Lord of the World, the form 
in which he is .specially wor~hipped in Puri on the Orissa_coast). This incarn-atlon:is 
l:iometimes omitted from the list, Balarllma, Knshna's elder brother, being inserted instead 
between Rama a~d Krishna, with a plough as his emblem. 

Kalki, who is to overcome the evil of the Kali Yuga and usher in a period of virtue 
and prosperity. He should ride on a white horse and be armed with sword and shield 
but is usually shown asa man with a horse's head. . 

-For certain purposes Vishnu assumed'forms known as minor avatars. Chief among 
them are-

Dattlltriya, a combined incarnation of the Trimurti, with three heads; attended by 
four. dogs representing the four vedas. 

Hayagriva, a standing _figure with horse's head and Vishnu's discus and iconch. 
Mohini, the beautiful woman who, after the churning of the ocean 'of milk, enticed 

the demons away from the immortalising drink so that only the gods should partake of it. 
In imageljl she should be represented as letting fall her. cloth to tempt those who see her~ 

Vishnu's attendants are-
Anania, a snake with one or five heads, who serves as his couch. 
Garutja (pI. viii, figs. 3 and 4), half-kite, half man, who serves as his vahana or 

.. vehicle". 
Vishvaksina, his chamberlain,. seated, with right leg hanging down, a discus and 

cOllchi~ his upper pair pf hands, lower right hand in' tarjirii pose or holding a cane, 
lower left ·hand resting on knee holding a mace. 

Hanuml1n (pI. vi, figs. 2 and 3), the monkey chief who assisted Rama. He was the 
son of a monkey mothetby' Vayu; godofthewinds: 

The'Vaishnavite deified saints or IlI.'Vt'Jrs, of whom there are twelve (pl. xi, fig. 2), are 
represented each with a single pair of hands. When treated as disciples. subordinate 

,. 
1 The posture of Mannultha (see below; p. 16) is very .simila" but KrishDl!o (as a man,bu t not as a: boy) should 

have makara-kuudalas as ear-rings, while Manmatha should have patra-kunda\.as. _ Krishna has his right forearm ana 
hand slightly lowered and Manmatha slightly raised. Krishna's cl.lnsort Rukmini should have a band across her 
breasts and a lotns in her hand. Manmiltha's consort Ran should have no luch band II:nd may hold a mirror or 
a lotus; . 
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to some other figure, and sometimes even as isolated figures, any of them may be seated, 
with hands in the anjali pose, losing their individual characteristics. In traditional chrono­
logical order 1 they are-

Poygai Alvar, with knot. of hair behind, sacred thread present, standing with hands 
in anjali pose. 

Bhittat-A[1,ar {Bhittam}, indistinguishable from Poygai Alvar. 
Pey Arvar, indistinguishable from Poygai Alvar. 
Tirumalisai Alvar, with knot of hair in front, sacred thread absent, I standing with 

hands in anjali pose and with eyes half closed. 
Madhurakavi Alvar, with knot of hair in front, sacred thread present, standing with 

a pair of cymbals one in each hand. 
Nammalvar, without sacred thread, seated on a lotus throne with the right hand in 

either the jnana or the upadesa pose and with a palm-leaf manuscript (usually missing) 
on the up-turned pal~ of the left hand. S 

Kulasekhara Alvar, with royal healldress to indicate his kingly rank; standing 
with hands in the anjali pose. 

Periyalvar, with only a small knot of hair in front, sacred thread present, standing 
with a bell in each hand. 

Andal, a woman, standing decorated as a bride, the right hand holding a flower 
(usually a lot11S), the left hand hanging down. 

T01Jrjararjipporji Alvar, with only a small knot of hair in front, sacred thread present, 
standing with a flower basket hapging from his forearm or (more rarely) from a staff 
carried against his shoulder. 

Tiruppa1Ja Alvar, with knot of hair in centre of head, sacred thread absent, standing 
with hands in anjali pose, a tamburu (a stringed instrument) resting against his left 
shoulder.4 

Tirumangai Alvar, with knot of hai.r in centre of head, sacred thread abse.nt, stand­
ing with sword in right hand and shield in left. 

Of the line of Vaishnavite teachers or achdryas, beginning with Vishnu, Lakshmi and 
Vishvaksena, only the next seven and Vedanta Desika (who comes much later in the list) 
need be referred to here. The first of these is Nammalvar (see above under alvars). The 
rest are Brahmins and wear the sacred thread. They are represented as seated with their 

1 Tradition places the alvars in the third and fourth milleuniums B.C.; but ic is now eviden.t that some and 
probably all of them really lived in the eighth or ninth cp.nturies A.D. For further information regarding them see 
Hooper's" Hymns of the Alvars" (Heritage of India series, Association Pre1s, 1929) and the works enumerated in 
his bibliography (p~ 30), especially Gopinatha Rao's " History of the Sri Vaishnavas" (Madras, Govt. Press, 1923). 

~ Though of Brahmin birth he was brought up by a Sudra and considered himself as such. 

3 Nothing seems to be prescribed as regards the knot of hair, but in all three images in the Madras MURum 
collection it is more or less at the back of the head, leaning definitely to the right side in the two best. In the 
Tadikkombu images figure<:! in Gopinatha Rao's "Eleme.lts of Hindu Iconography" II, pI. cxxxvi it leans a little 
to the left. 

• In the Tadikkombu image figured by Gopinatha £{:10 he has a pair of cymbals instead, one in each hand. 

2 
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hands in thean}ali'pose, Alavandc:.r and Ramanuja, being sanyasis, carrying a cloth for 
sti"(1.ining water attached like "a flag to the end of a triple staff \ (trid01p!a). Vedanta 
Desika may carry the summary of the Vedas from which he taught. Tradition places 
these eight in the following order :-' 

N a 111 11lal1'ar . 
Natllamtmi. 
Uyyakko1J(iar. 
Ma~Ulkkiil Nambi. 

Vishnu's principal emblems, borne in his 
processions, are two-

Ajavalldar. 
Periya Nambi. 
Ramatluja. 
Vedanta Desika. 

hands and carried separately In his 

Sallklla or Conch, the sacred shell, his trumpet. 
Chakra or Discus, his weapon, in the form of a wheel with six or more radii. It is 

sometimes personified as SudarSalla, when the obverse Lears a fierce 4 or many armed 
figure wearing a kirita-makuta surrounded by flames and carrying Vishnu's emblems, the 
reverse often bearing a figure of Narasimha usually in the yoga pose. 

Representations of Vishnu's feet (Sri Pada) or sandals (Paduka) mounted on a lotus 
pedestal are placed on the heads of Vaishnavites at the clo~e of their worship. The 
former image is often supposed to represent the spirit of Nammalvar and is then called 
.-
Sa/hari. 

Siva, the third rr:emoer ofthe Trimurti, is generally worshipped as a phallus or linga 
;n the central shrines of his temples. Images of him are, however, also worshipped as well 
as being taken round in procession during festivals. Hi.s matted hair is tied up on the top 
of his head to form a jata-makuta, which is usually decorated with a jewel, skull, snake, 
crescent moon, and fll)wers. I In South India his most usual emblems are the axe and. the 
antelope j further north the trident is more vften seen. His other emblems are the drum 
«(iamaru), skull-cup and various weapons of war. I He should have three eyes, and in 
most forms should wear a makara-kundala in his right ear and a patra-kundala in his 
left. His consort is Parvati (below, pp. 12-13) and his vahana or "vehicle" is the bull 
Nandi (below, p. 14). He has two aspects, the benign and the terrible. Both aspects 
have a number of forms, each of which was assumed for some particular purpose .. 

Benign forms were assumed for the blessing of devotees. The most important of 
them are-

SuklJ,iisana, unmarried, sitting at ease. 
ChandraSekhra (pI. i, figs. 1 and 2), standing erect with axe in upper right hand and 

antelope in upper left; unaccompanied. The crescent moon should be conspicuous in 
hi~ headdress. 

! Ramanujl!- and Vedanta Desika alone are historica"l. The former lived in the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
A.D. and the latter about two centuries later. 

• The flowers specially associated with Siva are durdhura (Datura, the thorn-apple), aragvata (Cassia jstula, the 
Indian laburnam), arka (Calotropis gigantea), nagapatra (Artemesia vulgaris, fleabane or Indian wormwood), aDd 
rudra samkha (Clitorea t(!meata, the crow-pea), as well as the usual lotus. 

• The conch and discus are sometimes included among his weapons. 
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Pradoshamitrti,' Chandrasekhara standing leaning towards and with his left arm 
round his consort Parvati, who hpJds a blue water-lily instead of her usual lotus. 

Umart,ahisvara,' seated 'with Parvati (~rma) on his left knee. Si'!a's emblems as in 
Chandrasekhara. Parvati with lotus. 

Umasahita (pI. xiv, fig. 2), standing erect or seated with Parvati beside him. Emblems 
as in Umamahesvara. 

Somaskanda (pI. xv), as in seated figures of Umasahita but with their son Subrah­
ma,nya (Skanda) between Siva and Parvati. 

KalYlitJasundara, when marrying Miniikshi (Parvati as the daughtf'r of a Pandyan 
King of Madura and sister of Vishnu). Their right hands are held together so that 
'Vishnu, who is usually included in the group, may pour water over them from a spouted 
vessel in his right hand iri token of giving the bride away. Siva's upper pair of hands 
hold the axe an:! antelope, Vishnu's the discus and conch. Vishnu's lower left hand 
should be in the katyavalambita pose. 

Ganglidhara, standing, holding a trident obliquely across his back: the form in 
which, to prevent a flood, he entangled the Ganges in his hair during its descent to earth. 
The go(idess Ganga should be seen in his hair. 

VishiipahqratJa'8 (pI. xiii, fig. 5), with axe and antelope in upper pair of hands, 
and in lower rignt hand a vessel containing the, poison produced by churning the ocean 
of milk. 

DakshitJlimurti, the form in which he taught philosophy to certain rishis. Upper 
right hand with snake, left with fire; lower right hand in upadesa pose, copy of Vedas 
in lower left. 

Vi1Jiidhara DakshitJdmurti (pl.. xix, fig. I), holding in his lower hands the vina on 
which he taught music to certain rishis. Upper hands with axe and antelope. 

Natesa or Natardja (pI. xvi-xviii), dancing to quell the pride of Kali. Upper right 
hand with drum, left in ardha-chandra pose bearing flam:!; lower right in abhaya 

. pose, left in gaja-hasta pose .pointing to upraised left foot as refuge for his devotees. 
R,ight foot crushing the demon Muyalaga. Hair with feathers as well as usual crescent, 
etc.; its longer locks flung ou!wards' by whirl of dance. Sometimes associated with 
Parvjlti, who is then known as Sivakiimasundari. 

1 The name Pradoshamurti is derived fr.lm the practice of taking such images in procession within the temple 
on pradoslla days, i.e., two days before the full moon. 

2 In all other forms of image representing Siva and Parvati together the fonner only is significant to the worshipper. 
In Umamahesvara alone among Siva images, as in Saktiganapati among other combined im .. ges, both figures have equal 
significance. Umamahes.vara can only ·be worshipped by husband and wife together, and the officiating pi rest must 
be accompanied by his wife who shares whatever he receives. 

• After drinking the poison his neck became blue, as Parvati prevented it from being swallowed. He is ther 
known as Nilakan!lIa, a more popular form than. Visbapaharana but less suitable e.s the subject of a metal image. 

2-A 
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Terrible forms of Siv". always stand. They usually have a pair of tusks protruding 
from the upper jaw, except in cases such as, the first two of the following list which are 
represented as having already done their deeds of terror (for which they may even be 
atoning), not as still engaged upon them. The chief terrible forms ar~-

Bhikshatana, naked as.a beggar to expiate the sin of cutting off Brahma's head. 
Right hand of first pair with drum, left with trident adorned with peacock's feathers; 
right hand of second pair stretched downwards towards antelope, left holding Brahma's 
skull. Sandals on feet. Sometimes attended by demon KU1Jr;ifJdara holding a basi~. 

Kanka/amitrti, using the vetebral columns of Vishvaksena and others as a staff held 
in the left hand of the first pair. Not naked. Right hand of this pair stretched down~ 
wards towards antelope (not always shown); right and left hands of second pair with 
drumstick and drum respectively. Sandals on feet. 

Bhairava (pI. xx. fig. 3), as protector of the universe. Naked. Represented in sixty­
four different forms, of which the commonest is accompanied by a dog and has at least 
two pairs of hands of which the first pair holds a drum and a noose on right and left 
respectively. 

Virabhadra, with a linga in his headdress, and carrying sword and shield. Usually 
with other weapons of war in additional pairs of hands. He wears sandals and either 
carries the head of a goat or, more usually, is accompanied by his father-in-law, Daksha, 
shown as a human figure with a goat's head, being identified with his sacrifice which is 
said to have transformed itself into a goat when Virabhadra came to destroy it. 

Kalarimurti, protecting his devotee Marka1Jr;ieya by piercing Yama, the god of death, 
with his trident. Markandeya usually clings to a linga, while Yama is accompanied by 
his vahana, the buffalo. 

As Hari-Hara Siva is combined with Vishnu, the right hand of the upper pair carrying 
Siva's axe and the left Vishnu's conch, the lower right being in the abhaya and the lower 
left in the varada pose. Another combination of Siva on the right and Vishnu on the 
left is known as Saizkara-Naraya1Ja, differing from Hari-Hara in having a moustache and 
any of the respective emblems of Siva and Vishnu, no particular ones being specified 

Siva is also combined with his consort or sakti, Parvati. This combination, right 
half male and left half female, is named Ardhanarisvara (pI. xx, fig. 2). Some believe 
that Siva can only function when combined with sakti, the female principle. 

Parvati or Ambika (pI. xiv and xv ; also pI. xxi, fig. I), when represented merely as Siva's 
consort, has a single pair'of hands of which the right holds a lotus (usually in bud) while the 
left hangs at her side in standing images and is either in the varada or kataka pose or 
resting on the seat in seated ones.' When represented alone she is always seated and has 
two pairs of hands, of which the .upper hold the axe and noose and the lower are in the 
abhaya and varada poses on right ;:tIld left respectively. In her special form known as 
Rlljardjeivari, instead of being in these poses, the lower right holds a quiver containing five 

1 Such images are often more or less completely idelltkal with images ofBhu Devi, etc. See below, pp. 72-74. 
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flowers and the lower left a sugarcane. As one of the "Seven mothers" (Sapt::zmtItrikds) 
who during a battle between the gods and demons, prevented the blood of the demon 
Alldhaka from falling to the earth and there generating other demons, Parvati is known 
as Malzesvari and carries the axe and antelope, each of the Seven Mothers carrying the 
emblems of her consort. 

The Sakta sect regard the female principle, whom they caU Devi, as the supremt: 
deity. As the Saktas are a Saivite sect they commonly identify her with the consort 
of Siva. She has three main forms, Durga the fighter, the angry Ka{! and Mahalakshmi oj 

Kollzapur. 

As Durga she should a !ways hold in her upper pair of hands the Vaishnavite 
emblems conch and discus, their relative positions being sometimes reversed. Durga'~ 

chief forms are-

Durga, with kirita-makuta, breast-band and two pairs of arms. 

Chamu1J¢a and lVlahishasuramardani, each with more than two pairs of arms. As 
the former she trampled to death the demons Chwu!a.and MU1Jrja, while as the latter she 
killed with her trident the demon king Mahishfisura who was ravaging the world in the 
form of a buffalo. 

As Ka{i she carries any of Siva's emblems except the antelope. Some of the possible 
combinations characterise forms that have received distinctive names associated with 
special acts. All forms, however, come und~r one or other of two generalized forms-

Kati (pI. xiv, fig. I), with two pairs of arms. 

Bhadraka/i, with four or more pairs of arms, the additional pairs bearing weapons 
of war or additional emblems. 

As Mahiilakshmi oj Kolhapur she shOUld be seated and bear a linga on her head. She 
should carry a mace and shield in her upper pair of hands and a vessel and bael fruit in 
her lower pair, on right and left respectively in each case. 

GatJesa or' GaIJapati (pI. xxii) is Siva's eldest son. His vahana is the musk-rat. 
He has the head of an elephant and ordinarily has two pairs of arms, the upper 
carrying a goad and a noose and the lower his broken tusk and a rice-cake on right 
and left respectively. When additional arms are present they carry various Saivite 
emblems. As AfahiigalJapati he has at least five pairs of arms. He is usually considered 
to be unmarried, but in his Mahaganapati form he is sometimes represented as seated 
with his consort on his left knee, the combined image being known as Saktiga1!apati.By 
some h~ is regarded as the supreme being. 

Subrahma1Jya, Siva's second son, is represented with one pair of arms as a child or 
when seated without his vahana the peacock, two pairs when standing and three, four or 
six pairs when seated on his peacock. He has two wives, Valli and Devaseno, indistin­
guishable from Sri Devi and Bhu Devi except by their association with Subrahmanya instead 
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of with Vishnu. He usually carries a weapon known as Jakti1 and a thunder-bolt (vajra). 
He is known as Balasubrahma~lya as a child, either standing with lotuses Qi' a lotus and a 
fruit in his hands, or dancing; as Sha1Jmukha when represented with six heads; and as 
Deiikasubrahma1Jya when teaching his father the significance of the syllable om, seated on 
his p~acock in an attitude suggestive of teaching with his sakti held in two of his 
hands, When standing with a staff in his right hand and his left hand on h.~s thigh, 
wearing nothing but a strip of cloth between his legs, he is known as Pa[atJ.i-A..tJ¢i, this 
being the form in which he i& worshipped at Palni. 

Aiyaniir (pI. xxiii, fig. 10), is the son of Siva and Mohini, a female form assumed by 
Vishnu (see above, p. 8). His hair is almost always spread out in the manner usual 
among Saivite deities in their terrible aspect; and he should hold either an elephant goad, 
a whip or a crook. He is often represented as riding either an elephant or a horse. He 
is specially worshipped as the guardian deity of villages (see below, pp. 10-17). 

Siva's attendants are-
Nandi, his vahana or "vehicle" the bull, represented either in natural form or in 

human form with bull's head. 
Dvarapalaka, his door-keeper, with two pairs of hands' holding either Siva's 

emblems or weapons of war. 
Parvati's attendants are­

Simka, her vahana the lion. 
DvaraPii~ika, her door-keeper, a female counterpart of Dvarapalaka, with two pairs 

of hands, holding either Parvati's emblems or weapons of war. 
The Saivite deified saints include, in addition to the four well-known hymnologists, 

many of somewha t uncertain position, of whom Chandikesvara alone is of importance. He 
is regarded as the. custodian of the property of every Saivite temple and as such must be 
visited by every worshipper last thing before leaving. He is the only Saivite saint of 
whom sculptures of Pallava age are known. If all these saints of uncertain position were 
included in the list given of his 62 predecessors by Sundaramurti, the last of the line, 
some of them must have been known to him by names no longer recognizable as applying 
to them. All Saivite saints are usually represented as standing. Each has a single pair 
of arms. The following alone need concern us-

CkatJ.4ikesvara (pl. xix, fig. 2 and pI. xxi, fig. 3), the custodian of Saivite temple pro­
perty. He has long hair secured in either a jata-makuta, jata-bandha or kesa-bandha. 
He usually carries an axe His hands are usually in the anjali pose, sometimes with.a 
flower garland between them. 

Ka1JIJappa Nayanar (pl. xix, figs: 3 and 4), the hunter who gave his eyes to Siva. He 
wears clothing suited to his business, with leather sandals, and carries a bow and arrow. 
Hi~ }:lands are in the anjali pose. 

I Sometimes repr~sented by a spear, for which the Tamil word is vel. On account of this Subrahmanya is 
often known as Viray" Iha. 

2 In Pallava sculpt'nes the doorkeepers have only a single pair d hands-an indication that they mllst ante­
date the silpa-sastras. No Pal101va images seem, however, yet to he known in metal. 
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Md1Jikkavdclzt'.kar, author of the TirU'lJtlcha/l.am collection ,of hymns. He worked for 
Saivism against the Buddhists, probably in about the sixth centu,ry A.D., though possibly 
somewhat later. His right hand is in the upadesa pose and in his left he holds a leaf of 
manuscript. 

Appar, author of the greater part of the Tevdram collection of hymns. He lived in 
the seventh century A.D. He carries a spud and has his hands in the anjali pose. 

Tirujiiana SambalZdlza, who as a child was nourished by P~rvati on her own milk. He 
composed the Tiruppdltu collection of hymns. He seems to have lived in the early part of 
the ninth century A.D. As a child his right hand is either in the vismaya pose or point­
ing upwards to Siva, while in his left he holds a cup for Parvati's milk. As a man he 
holds a pair of cymbals, one in each hand. We know of nothing by which images of the 
latter type can be distinguished from those of Madhurakavi Alvar, except when they 
happen to bear rudraksha beads or to have Saivite associations. They are however rare, 
images of him as a child being much more popular. 

Sundaramurti, who added to the Tevdram. He was the last of. the' Saivite saints 
and appears to have been more or less ~ontemporary with Tirujnana Sambandha. He is 
shown as singing in ecstasy. 

The only emblem of Siva carried separately !n processions is the sola or trident. 
Sometimes it bears a small figure of Siva in front. A sui a to be carried in, Kali proces­
sions always bears' in front a figure of Pit/ari, one of Kali's most terrible forms. and is 
therefore known as Sulapit/dri. 

'~ , ' 

Subrahmafiya's weapon the sakti, in the form of a spear (Tamil, vel), is carried 
separately in his processions. 

The Dikpdlas or guardian deities of '(he eight directions or pOints of the compass are 
as follows:-

Indra, with thunderbolt; on elephant. God of rain. East. 
Agni, with two heads. God of fire. South-east. 
Yama, on buffalo. God of death. South. 

Nirriti, on man. South-west 
Varu1Ja, on makara or crocodile. God of the sea. West. 

Viiyu, with fan; on deer. God of wind. North-west. 
Kubera, on horse. God of riches. North. 

fidna, ,one of the many forms of Siva; with his usual emblems. North-east. 

The following are the Nm1agrahas or nine planets-

Surya, the s,!n, with a lotus flower in each hand of one (usually his only) pair. 
Often with a halo'round his head. His chariot is drawn by seven horses and has only a 
single whee1. 
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Chandra, the moon, with a water-lily in each hand of one (usually his only) pair. 
Often with a halo round his head. His chariot is drawn by ten horses and has two 
wheels. 

Angaraka, Mars, with a club and a three-pronged mace. 
Budlza, Mercury, on a lion. 
Brihaspati, Jupiter, with book and a rosary. 
Sukra, Venus, with a treasure chest. 
San;, Saturn, with trident, bow and arrow. 
Rallu one of the two eclipse· demons, with sword ane! shield. 
Ketu, the other eclipse-demon, with club. 

The orlly other orthodox Hindu god that need be included in this list is Manmatha 
with his consort Rati. He is the Hindu equivalent of Cupid, but is always regarded as 
an adult, not as a child. In his right hand he. holds a five-flowered arrow In such a way 
as to imbibe its full fragrance; his left arm either rests on or bears a sugar-cane bow'. 
Rati, who should be of ravishing beauty, holds either a mirror or a lotus in one hand, 
the other hanging down. She has no breast-band. 

Of semi-divine heroes the only one that need be mentioned is Arjulla, one of the five 
Pandava brothers of the Mahabharata epic. He has no sacred thread. Being a worship­
per of Sivc:. his hail .has the form of a jata-makuta, but being a king he has royal 
clothing; having lived for some years in disguise as a eunuch, he is usu~lly shown 
wearing patra-kundalas; being an archer he is usually shown standing in much the 
same attitude as Rama. But when listening to Krishna propounding the precepts .after­
wards recorded as the Bhagavad Gita he is shown as a king, half-kneeling, with~uiver 
on one shoulder and bow on the other, his hands in the anjali pose. 

J?ishis or seers are shown as old men with their hair tied in a jata-bandha and with 
long pointed beards. They may be either standing doing penance, seated practising 
yoga, or seated preaching with the right hand in the upadesa pose. The most important 
of them is rAgastya, who is believed to have introduced Aryan culture to South India and 
to have carried it thence eastwards to islands across the sea. He is shown as a short fat 
man standing with a spouted vessel (kama1J¢alu) in one hand. Heis specially worship­
ped by seamen. 

Figures of worshippers, etc., especially kings and other religious benefactors, must also 
be mentioned. They usually stand with hands in the anjali pose (pI. xxiii, figs: 4 and 8). 

VilJa/(e deities or griima devatas, not recognized by orthodox Hindus, are extensively 
worshipped by others, especially MuniSvara and deities of a cult centering round Aiyanar. 

Muni$vara~ is represented by a block of stone or a tree. 

1 These emblems are rarely present and have to be inferred from the posfures of the arms, which are very like those 
characteriatic of Krishn!l as a mILn except that the right {oreaml and hand are slightly raised, whereas in Krishna 

they are slightly lowered. As a m~u;, moreover, Krishna should wear makara-kundalas whereas Manmatha cannot 
aspire to more than patra.kundalas. 

t Both MunisYara and Madurai.Viran are worshipped by villagers generally. The latter seems to be semi. 
historical as a general under the Nayaks of Madura. (South. Arco! District Gaz. 1., p. 101.) 
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.Apart from Aiyaniir himself, who is also regarded as orthodox (see above, p. 14) the 
chief deities. of his cult are-

.ilfadurai-Viran1 (pI. xxiii, fig. 13), his general, standing with sword and shield. 

Karuppa1J1Jaswiimi', his attendant worshipped in four principal- forms, in all of 
which he is represented as standing-

Karuppa1J1Jaswiimi (pI. xxiii, fig. 14), with bill-hook. 

Kulla-Karuppan, also with bill-hook but of short stature. 

ChaPPiitJi-Karuppan (pI. xxiii,fig. IS), lame and leaning on a staff. 

Sangili-Karuppan (pI. xxiii, fig. 12), with a chain in one hand and a vessel in 
the other. 

There are various other local village deities j and village heroes WJlO lose their lives 
may be deified as viras and images representing them may be made. Images may also 
be made as votive offerings. 

The mudriis or poses of the hands and fingers, which form an important part of the 
symbolism of Indian images, and often impart to them a peculiar air of delicacy and grace, 
are descril?ed and illustrated on pp. 265-267, pI. i-iv of Krishna Sastri's "South Indian 
Images of Gods and Goddesses,''' from pp. 42-45 of Gangoly's "South Indian Bronzes" 
and from pp. 14-16 of his" Southern Indian Bronzes." In the last mentioned of these 
books the author points out that" In the movements of the arms and fingers the Indian 
artist has devised a 'highly formalized and cultivated gesture language' which has 
1)een the means of interpreting the feelings and the motives of the mind and has been very 
skilftllly utilized by the Southern sthapatis [image ·makers], as effectively as the gestures 
of the body (bhangas), in conveying by values of movements, ecstatic raptures and 
spiritual moods. They have been devised as exquisite artifices for suggesting, as it were, 
a refinement of external action corresponding to a refinement of feeling. Some of these 
gestures, apart from their significance and symbolism, are wonderfully articulate with a 
grace and tenderness which is truly spiritual and non-human. These movements of the 
hands and' finger plays' (mudras) have been characteristically called by Sukracharya as 
, divya-kriya ' or divine actions, being distinguished in their conventions from the move­
ment and gesture of the ordinary human being. Of these 'actions' of the hands and 
'finger plays' there are some typical poses common to all the schools of Indian sculp­
ture, Lorrowed from the language of dance-gestures3 laid down in the natya-sastra of 

. Bharata~ while some appear to have been devised by Southern Indian sculptors." 

The most important of these mudras for this catalogue are the following-­
Abhaya, suggesting protection (pI. ii, figs. 1 and 2, front right hand). 
Varada, suggesting bestowal (pI. ii, figs. 3 and 4, front right hand). 

1 See footnote 2, p. 16. Tirumangai Alvar holds same emblems as Ma.durai-Viran. 
• Karuppannaswami is worshitlped chiefly by the Kallars. 
• See Coomaraswamy's "Mirror of Gesture" (Harvard, 1917). Recent investigations by Mrs. Stan Hardi"ng 

suggest that they are based on a complete gesture hmguage still understood in rural areas. 

3 



18 Bulletin, Madras Government Museum. [G.s. I, 2, 

A-huya-vatada" suggesting beckoning to come and receive (pI. xv, fig. 2, Siva's 
lower left hand). 

Vyl1khyiina or upadesa (with palm of hand facing outwards), suggesting exposition. 
jiiiina and chin (with palm of hand facing inwards), the former suggesting knowledge 

and the latter realization of the absolute. 
Yoga, suggesting meditation. 
Tar;ini, suggesting threatening. 
Sue hi, suggesting pointing. 
Vismaya, suggesting wonder or ecstasy. 
Kataka\ usually suggesting holding but sometimes without any special meaning 

(pI. xxi, fig. ~"Iight haI)d). 
Ardha-chandra, resembling a half-moon (pI. xviii, back left hand). 
Aiijali-hasta, suggesting supplication' (pI. xxi, fig. 3). 
Katyava/ambita.hasta, or hand on or beside hip (pI. iii, Srinivasa's front left hand). 
Lola-hasta, or arm loosely extended. 
La,;,ba-hasta, or arm loosely hanging (pI. xxi, fig. I, left arm). 
Da1Jq.a-hasta, or arm straight like a stick. 
Gaja-hasta, or elephant-trunk arm (pI. xviii, front left arm). 

The clothes and articles 0/ adornment shown in the images must now be briefly described 
in explanation of the terms used in connection with them. 

The head is usually surmounted by a headdress which may be either a makuta, the 
tall h«tctddress characteristic of royalty, or a bandha which is simply a knot of hair. Vishnu 
weari a kirita-makuta (lit. conical crown). Siva, on the other hand, has his matted locks 
themselves plaited so as to form a structure of more or less similar shape known as a jatii­
makuta. Goddesses ordinarily wear a kara1Jq.a-makuta, so-called from its resemblance to a 

. pile of inverted pots. This form of headdress is also worn by Ganesa, and sometimes by 
Balasubrahmanya, 'Hanuman, etc. A bandha may be composed, according to the charac­
ter of the figure portrayed, either of hair carefully combed or plaited, when it is known 
as a kesa-bandha, or of matted locks when it is known as a ja/ll-bandha. In Krishna, 
especially as a child, and in his consorts, the hair is often wrapped round a circular ring 
of rushes such as is commonly used as a stand for a water pot. This form of kesa-bandha 
is known as k01Jq.ai. In terrible forms of both gods and goddesses the hair usually 
spreads out, often in more or less flame-like form, at the sides of the head. 

The back of the head, especially in the case of gods and goddesses, usually bears a 
projecting wheel-like structure to support the garlands with which the images are loaded 
during processions. 

1 The ahuya-varada, pose is not always distinguishable from the kataka. In case of doubt the apparent inten:ion 
of the artist ha.s to be taken into consideration. Thus in ·several Umasahita and Somaskanda images (e.g., Umasahita 
Nos. 4 and sand Somaskanda Nos. I, 2 and 3), Siva's front left hand and Parvati's right hand are practically 
identical; but this pose must be interpreted in the former as the ahuya-varada and in the latter as . the kataka (for 
holding a lotus). 

2 See also below, p. 132. 
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Almost all images have earrings or kU1pJalas. Ordinarily these are either makara­
ku"q.alas, in the form of a makara or dragon not unlike a crocodile with an elephant's 
trunk, or patra-ku,!q.alas, the cylindrical form of which is based on that of a curled leaf. 
Sometimes the hole in the middle of the latter typ~ of· earring is closed, when they are 
known as toq.us. Makara-kundalas should be worn by gods of the sii.tvika (sublime) and 
patra-kundalas by those of the riijasika (middle) type, gods of intermediate type often 
ha~ing one of each, the former on tlie right and the latter on the left side. Gods of the 
tii.masika (sensuous and destroying) type may have any kind of earring except makara­
kundalas, that of the right ear not infrequently having human form. Valour is sometimes 
indicated by simha-ku1J.q.alas or earrings in the form of a lion's head. Lotus buds are 
often worn behind·the ear-lobe, and festoons usually hang from the ears on to the 
shoulders. 

On the upper part of the arm there are usually armlets or keyuras and on the wrist 
wristlets or va{ayas. Sometimes they have the form of a snake when they are known as 
nagabhara1J.as. In some Siva images actual living snakes may be represented in their place. 

Fen:ale figures wear the tali, symbol of the marriage tie, round the neck.· This has 
the form of a thread, usually with a small knot or ornamental fastening in front. 

Necklaces, usually about three in number, are present in almost all images. They 
vary considerably in detail but usually hang from behind the neck over the upper part of 
the chest on which their main decorations are displayed. Sometimes one of them, 1,lsually 
the uppermost hanging across the others, is long and slender extending further downwards 
between the breasts. Sometimes these necklaces are so tied as to leave loose ends 
hanging down over the shoulders, where they may be developed into somewhat elaborate 
ornaments. It is often impossible to be, sure whether such ornaments on the shoulders 
belong to the ear ornamentation or to the necklaces. 

Images not only of gods and brahmin-saints but also often of goddesses wear the 
sacred thread or yajiiopavita. This should consist of 3 x 3 strands hanging fro~ the left 
shoulder and passing round the right hip, but the full number of strands is rarely shown. 
For the sake of decorative effect one strand (or one set of three strands where all nine are 
indicated) is usually carried round the right of the body. above the waist, and often a 
corresponding strand (or set of strands) is similarly separated off on the left side, extendipg 
more 'or less directly downwards in front of .the body and disappearing into the girdle. 
An ornamental knot is often shown uniting all the strands together above the left breast. 

Images of Sri Devi and of infant deities such as Balakrishna and Balasubrahmanya 
almost always, of Parvati sometimes, and of other deities rarely, have another type of thread 
decoration instead of the yajiiopavita or, very rarely, in addition to it. This falls between 
the breasts from the middle of the lowest necklace, and divides 'into three parts, of 
which the centre one hangs free and the other two extend outwards across the waist 
or hips, one on either side of the body, to join a similar thread attached to the middle 
of the same necklace behind, the end of which thread hangs free between them just as 
in front. 

3-A 
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Female images sometimes have a kucha-bandha or breast-band across the breasts. 
This is specially characteristic of Sri uevi, Durga and Valli. 

Male South Indian images almost always have an udara-bandha or waist-band a little 
above the waist-a band rarely found in North Indian figures according to Gangoly. 

The cloth covering the lower part of the body may fall loosely almost to the ankles 
as is the case in images of Vishnu and in female images; or it may bea short and 
tightly wrapped loincloth as is almost always the case in images of Siva, and often in 
those of Rama and Krishna. More rarely it is reduced to a small !'trip stretched between 
the legs. 

This cloth is held in position by the ka,ti-bandha or girdle, which may be n'o more than 
a simple string or series of sttings, but is more commonly a decorative 'and highly conven­
tionalised sash or belt, consisting of a broad-usually multiple-band across the hips 
with either an ornamental simha-mukha' or lion-face ~lasp ormore or less elaborately tied 
ends falling on either side often almost to the feet, or with both. Festoons and tassels 
ordinarily hang from it on either side, usually with a conspicuous median loop of heavier 
drapery in the middle in front. The origin of this conventional form seems to be 
indicated in certain sculptures from the Amaravati stupa. In many of these the lower 
cloth is secured by a sash applied immediately below its folded upper edge and tied in 
"front, much as a Hindu still ties his angavastram or upper cloth when !1e goes to a temple 
for worship. In some, however, this sash is tied at the side, one end hanging down along 
the leg while the other is looped across beiow the fork of the legs to be tied into a similar 
bow on the opposite side. And sometimes tassels are added. 

Except in images of certain saints a padasara almost" invariably rests on each foot, 
encircling the ankle behind. Nitpuras or anklets are often present above them; especially 
in Saivite images. 

Vishnu should have a vana-malii, or garland of wild flowers, hanging from his neck 
almost t€> his feet; but this is rarely shown in metal, being perhaps considered superfluous 
in view of the masses of flower garlands heaped upon images whenever they are taken 
out for adoration. 

Hindu metal images are generally mounted on a pedestal which may be plaia, when 
it is known as a bhadriisana, but is usually more or less in the form of a lotus, when it is 
known as a padmiisana. They are often backed by an ornamental arch or prabha, oertain 
special forms of which are associated with particular deities. 

ARCHLEOLOGY. 

The dating of Hindu metal images is a matter of very great uncertainty . Most of it 
is sheer guess-work and some of the dates assigned are ,demonstrably ridiculous, as has 
been pointed out by Hadaway'. Only one image (Natesa Nq. 2, pI. xvi, fig. 2) is yet 
known that is dated in an inscription; and very few (see below, p. 42) bear inscriptions 
and can be dated even on the evidence afforded by palreography. Are any clues 
available to the dates of any of the others? 

1 Also called kirti-muklla. tRupam, 1922, pages 59-61. 
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The locality of a treasure trove find may sometimes be such as to set limits to possible 
dates, as in the case of the well-known Pollonaruwa images, now in the Colombo Museum. 
Unfortunately, no Hindu find from South India has provided any such information. The 
only evidence available, therefore, has to be derived from what is known of the historical 
development of iconography and style in South Indian images generally and metal 
images in particular. This is by no means easy. As Hadaway says 1 "it is not a simple 
matter to compare the metal with the stone images of known date, and to deduct from 
similarities of treatment, details, or ornament, a corresponding similarity in age. It 
requires not onl.y much intuitive artistic insight, but also, what is extremely rare,a thorough 
knowledge both of stone working and metal working and the differences in technique of 
the two combined in a single individual. Certainly no one who ha:; yet written on this 
subject has possessed this unique combination of knowledge. Taking into account the 
imitative propensities of Indian craftsmen and their delight in working one material in a 
manner best suited to another, it is evident that copies of details of stone rendered in 
metal, or of metal rendered in stone are to them often a comparatively simple mattern It . 
thus becomes evident that details of ornamental treatment are by no means a safe guide 
to age and we may find images of modern times with all the characteristics of work of the 
loth century or earlier, in either stone or metal. Xt is a common mistake among modern 
critics to rely to the extent that they do on superficial similarities of treatment or detail. 
One can find occasionally modern work quite in the spirit of the old,and conversely, old 
work which might have been executed quite recently .. I do not hesitate to say 
that there have been no authentic data brought forward, by which one could date one of 
these imag~s with accuracy. Hitherto, the dating of the South Indian images has been 
fancy or speculation which could be considered in no other light than as guess-work, pure 
and simple.'; 

This we believe to be as true as it is severe. But although we cannot claim to 
possess any of the special knowledge required to facilitate the enquiry, let alone its unique 
combination, we feel that it would be wrong to let pass the opportunity afforded by the 
comparative study of so unusually extensive a collection as that of the Madras Museum, 
without some enquiry into possible indications of da teo To take a parallel from South 
Indian temple architecture: though corbels in the simple style characteristit::: of the Early 
Chola period have been freely used ever since, as they still are to-day (doubtless often for 
reasons of economy), they are not thereby invariably deprived of all value as indications 
of possible antiquity; and when considered in conjunction with the size and importance 
of the temple as well as with other decorative details they sometimes provide a most 
helpful clue to age, even though this cannot amount to proof. 

PROF. JOUVEAU-DuBREUIL'S CONCLUSIONS. 

We are only acquainted with one attempt to trace with any degree of preCISIon and 
detail the chronological development of Hindu iconography in South India. This will be 

1 Loc. cit., page 59. 
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found in Jouveau-Dubreuil's "Archeologie du Sud de l'Inde, II, Iconographie". The 
conclusions there arrived at may be summarised as follows:- . 

The insignia of both Siva and Vishnu have undergone definite development in form 
as indicated in the figures here reproduced by kind permission of the author (pp. 6-7, 20, 

60 and 63--65). Vishnu is never shown with a namam befon~ the Vijayanagar period 
(p. 62). 

"-------. ~-----.-. 
XVSiecle 
Text-jig. 1. Vishnu's headdress. 

Text-fig. 2. Evolution of Vishnu's discus. 

Mod erne 
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Text·fig. 3. Eyolution of Vishnu's conch. 

CJrs~ .I[~ 

~~~ 
~ .A("~ 

7ext·fig; 4. Emblems of Siva. 

The Chidambaram form of· dancing Siva can be traced back to the early Chola 
period (Tanjore and Gangaikondacholapuram), but no further (p. 30). 
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Animal vahanas (" vehicles") for the different gods seem to have been introduced 
from North India in the twelfth century, Kali's lion alone of them having been known in 
the south before that time (p. 46). 

It is suggested that the elephant and lion vahanas of Subrahmanya's two wives "in 
modern iconography have been transferred to them from Indra and his wife, and Subrah­
manya's insignia from Indra (p. 49). Arumukam (Subrahmanya with six faces) is 
exclusively modern (p. 50). 

Images of Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and Hanuman are not to be found in temples earlier 
than the loth century (p. 8), Rama being regarded before that as a hero and not 
as an incarnation (p. 91 and footnote pp. 91-92). The cult of Rama seems to have 
spread in South India during the period of the Vijayanagar Empire, perhaps under the 
influence of its royal princes, whose capital still claims Hanuman as its special protector 
(p.92). 

As regards Krishna only two episodes, the subjugation of the serpent Kaliya and the 
raising of mount Govardhana, are represented in temples of the Pallava period. 
Representations of his earlier life. such as Balakrishmi., Venugopala, Krishna with the 
gopis and Krishna with his two wives are entirely absent before the 12th century (pP. 
105-1(7). 

Neither Kalkinor Mohini are represented except in modern temples (p. 108). 

In ancient representations of Lakshmi with elephants she is seated, in simple attire, 
in the middle of a pool and herself receives the water showered down by the elephants. 
In modern ones sh~ is magnificently dressed and decorated with jewels, while the 
elephants pour water, not on her shoulders but on the flowers which she holds in her 
hands. The motive can be traced back in Buddhist sculpture to the second century B.C. 

(P. 109). 

In Pallava temples Brahma is generally alone. When his wife is shown with him she 
does not carry a vina, and there is nothing to show that she had at this epoch been 
identified with the river goddess Sarasvati (p. IIs). 

Indra is represented in a sculpture of the later Chola period mounted on an elephant 
but with insignia which are now considered to be those of Subrahmanya (P. II9; also 
pI. xl, ~g. A). 

Friezes of Gandhar-vas were used as '.late as the later Chola period, but were replaced 
by friezes of animals in the Vijayanagar period. Gandharvas of the 6th-8th centuries 
are characterised by curly hair which falls on their shoulders like a wig (P. 121). 

Dvarapalakas have a comparatively simple, human, form in Palla va temples; they 
are given a more terrible form in temples of the Chola period and become still more fearful­
looking in modern ones (pp. 121-122, pl. xli). 

From such evidence the author concludes that most of the Saivite legends scarcely 
differed in days before the 10th century from those of the present time, but that the 
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Vaishnavite legends have undergone considerable development. Before the loth century 
he finds no representation of Ratna or of anything pertaining to his story, nor of most of 
the stories of Krishna that are now most popular, nor of some of the other incarnations of 
Vishnu, such as Matsya, Parasurama, Balarama, Kalki and !\iohini. It seems to him 

- that towards the 14th century the success of the doctrines ·of certain Vaishnavite teachers 
such as Ramanuja, and doubtless' also the protection of the Vijayanagar princes, produced 
a renaissance of the Vaishnavitc cult, and that at this period the new rel~ious ideas 
inspired a new iconogniphy (pp. 136-137). 

This is not the place to discuss evidence for or against these conclusions as regards 
stone images. . We are only concerned to ascertain whether, supposing them to be true 
for stone images, they can be shown to be applicable, with or without modification, to 
metal images also. If they can, the probability of their being true for stone images will 
thereby be strengthened; if they cannot, they require no further consideration here. 

Most of them relate to the different periods of introduction of the images of different 
gods. And in the case of Gajalakshmi and of the dvarapalakas, though it is shown that 
development has taken place, there is nothing to show whether any particular stages in 
this development can be recognized as characteristic of any particular period. In the 
case of Vishnu, however, a more definite chronological significance is ascribed to the 
changes observed in the conch and discus. In the Pallava period, from about 6(}(\-800 
A.D., these. are held between the thumb and forefinger of the closed hand and are 
without flames or other decorations. During the 9th century they come to be held 
between the raised first and second fingers, but are still undecorated. In the loth century 
flames first appear. Up to this time the discus is held with one of its flat faces turned 
towards Vishnu, but by the 13th century it is held obliquely and by the 15th with its 
edge towards Vishnu. In the latter century too, the namam first appears on the foreheads 
of Vishnu images. In more modern times decorative bows are added to both conch and 
discus. 

EVIDENCE FROM THE MADRAS MUSEUM COLLECTION AND FROM INSCRIBED 
IMAGES ELSEWHERE. 

As the conch and discus bear flames in all Vishnu images in the Madras Museum 
collection we must conclude that, if the above hypothesis is applicable, none are of Pallava 
age; This is only to be expected, for metal images are associated with processions and it 
was under the Chola. kings that this side of temple activities was specially developed, 
which no d9ubt accounts for the faCt that no Hindu metal image is known that can 
definitely be proved to be Pallava. 

The discus has the 10th century position in Vishnus Nos. 2, 3 and 4 and somewhat 
less definitely in Srinivasa No. I, the conch facing forwards in all of them (pI. ii & iii). 
In Vishnus Nos. I and 10 and somewhat less definitely in Srinivasa NO.5 the discus is in 
the 13th century position, the conch being similarly held facing obliquely inw~rds (pI. i 
& xiii). In all the rest both emblems face forwards as, according to Jouveau-Dubreuil, is 

4 
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the case in images from the 15th century onwards. The emblems bear decorative bows 
only in a very few small images of such crude workmanship that, except in the case of 
Vishnu No. 13, it is impossible to be sure whether they are really present with the flames 
or not. The namam, reduced to a single median streak or "tilaka "as it is then called, 
is present in Vishnu No. 13 and in several other more or less small crude images, and also 
in the ornate Varadaraj a NO.7 and in the consorts of the larger Vishnu NO.9 though not 
in himself. A complete namam is found only in Srinivasa NO.4 and is ·so faint as to be 
recognizable only with difficulty in the somewhat rough patina covering the image. It is 
of the Vadagalai form. 

So far these observations seem to confirm those of Jouveau-Dubreuil, for in no case is 
the namam present, or are the emblems decorated with bows, in images in which the 
discus faces either directly or obliquely inwards, but only in such as may well be com­
paratively modern. But other characteristics of images in which the discus ·faces inwards 
must now be considered. 

Taking first the series of four in which it faces directly inwards, there are several more 
or less distinctive features which they possess in common, especially in the treatment of 
the g!rdJe and of the face., both of which show a distinctly greater degree of realism 
and less formal convention than is usual, th(;mgh this is naturally less clear in Vishnus 
Nos. 3 and 4, which are very small, than in the two larger ones'. The lowest band 
of the girdle, instead of forming the usual convel\tional and almost rectangular median 
loop is more simply and naturally curved, hanging very slightly in the two small images 
and to a much greater extent in the two larger ones. In Vishnu NO.2 the series of slender 
moniliform festoons hanging from the upper part of the girdle, indicated in all but the 
smallest figure, include a median member which is encircled by this deep loop of the 
lowest ba,nd. It may also be pointed out that Vishnus Nos. 2,3 and4 hold a lotus bud in 
the front right hand which is absent in all the images of Srinivasa. In Vish~u No.2 this 
has the natural form with a large stalk extending right across the hand. In the two smaller 
images the same natural form is indicated but necessarily on too small a scale to be clear . 

. Lotuses are held by several other Vishnu images, but that none of them are so realistic as 
that held by Vishnu NO.2 may not be without its significance. To sum up.-The treat­
ment of these images suggests that they may have been made prior to the full development 
ofthemore conventional style found in the great majority of images. This goes to confirm 
the date tentatively assigned to them in accordance with the results of Jouveau-Dubreuil's 
studies of the position of the disc~s in stone sculptures, namely, about the 10th century 
A.D., i.e., during the Early Chola period. Srinivasa No. 1 comes from the Tirutturaip­
pundi Taluk of the Tanjore District, the talu k next richest after N egapatam in what 
appear to us to be early images. It is greatly to be regretted that no record can now be 
traced as to the history of the other three images. 

lIn these two small images the girdle is, indeed, practically indistinguishable from that found in Vishnu NO.9-
a warning against attaching excessive significance tc) anyone feature taken by itself. especially in the caso of small 
images. 
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On comparing these images with the remaining Vishnu images in the collection only 
two-Vishnu No. I (pl. i) and Srinivasa No.2 (pl. iii)-can be found that fully share their 
special characteristics. In the former the discus is held obliquely (the 13th century 
position according to Jouveau-Dubreuil} but in the latter it is in the more modern 
position facing directly forwards. The other two images-Vishnu No. 10 (pl. xiii) and 
Srinivasa No.5-in which the discus is held obliquely are bmh of them fully conv_ention­
alised. In the latter the obliquity is not very marked, scarcely more so than in Srinivasa 
NO.4 (pI. iv) which must certainly be classed as conforming to the modern position. 
Evidently the position varies somewhat in accordance with the taste of the designer, and 
Srinivasa NO.5 may be therefore c~assed with NO.4 in the more advanced group. But if the 
oblique position of the discus has any connexion with chronology at all it cannot be thus 
easily disposed of in the case of Vishnu No. 10. which can, however, best be discussed 
after Vishnu No'. 1 and Srinivasa No.2 have been considered. 

These two images (pl. i & ii) though differing not only from each other but also from 
the four already tentatively ascribed to the Early Chola Period in a number of details, 
including the position of the discus, are so closely related that no probability of any 
difference in age can be suggested on grounds of treatment alone. In view, however, of 
the significance that apparently attaches to the position of the discus, it must be pointed 
out that the lowest band of the girdle of the devis associated with Vishnu No. I and to a 
somewhat less extent in those of Srinivasa No.2 has the usual somewhat rectangular 
median loop though that of the central figure in each group closely resembles that of 
Srinivasa No, 1. Unfortunately Vishnus Nos. 2, 3 and 4 have no devis; and as no such 
loop is present at all in the devis associated with Srinivasa No. I, there is no evidence as 
to whether this distinction between devas and devis is likely to be an indication of some­
what Jater age than that ascribed to the last mentioned im~ge or not. In other respects the 
devis afford independent confirmation of the close relationship that exists between the 
three sets of images possessing them (pl. i & iii) ; for they agree with each other and differ 
from all other pairs of devis in the collection in the detail of their karanda-makuta,s. In 
all other pairs of devis the makutas of the two are alike, but in these three pairs they differ 
from each other in certain minor but constant features, the repetition of which can hardly 
be accidental. Of the devis belonging to Vishnu No. I, Sri Devi has the lower part of the 
makuta-the part fitting on to the head-projecting forwards a little over the forehead and, 
so far as can now be seen, wi thout ornamentation. In the Bhu Devi of this set there is no 
such projection and the front is ornamented with tassels and)he sides with festoons. The 
ornamentation of the lower part of the cone differs greatly in detail in the two images; and 
there are only three lightly constricted bands above in Sri Devi though in Bhu Devi there 
are four. In the headdresses of the devis belonging to Srinivasa No. 2 also, that of Sri 
Devi alone has a projecting brim, in this case clearly decorated; and the constricted 
bands on the cone are again unusually light and in Sri Devi one less than in Bhu Devi-in 
each of them one less than in the corresponding devi of Vishnu No. 1. But the marked 
difference in the decoration of the conical upper parts of the headdresses of the two clevis 

4-A 
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tha.t was noted in the devis of Vishnu No. 1 are not found in those of Srinivasa No.2. A 
careful examination of the devis of Srinivasa No. r reveals 'similar differences in the form 
of the respective makutas; but the images of this set are smaller and less well finished; 
and, whether for this reason or because of the earlier date to which they should probably 
be assigned, the differences" are scarcely noticeable arid acquire significance only by 
reason of their resemblance, so far as they go. to those found between the devis of Vishnu 
No. rand Srinivasa NO.2. 
. In one other character, trivial in appearance but apparently of considerable 
'significance, these three sets of devi~ resemble each other and differfrom all otherimages 
of Vishnu's .consorts in the-collection. This is a small ornament projecting from the outer 
side of eac~ arm and arising from an e.ncircling thread (sometimes beaded or otherwise 
slightlY9rn~en~ed) at or immediately above the elbow. So far we have confined 
attention to' Images of Vishnu and his consorts, but as will be seen later there are in the 
collection a number of other images, especially in the Saivite section. that must be classed 
with the Vishnu sets just described~' and the importance of this projecting elbow 
ornament lies in the fact that it appears tobe confined to images of this group. though by 
no means universal among t~em. Before persuing this subject, however, the discussion 
of the Vishnu images must be completed by the comparison of Vishnu No. 10 with 
Sriniva~a No.2. It will be taken up again when considering Rama No.1 (p. 29). 

Vishnu No. 10(pl. xiii) has the discus in the position that Jouveau-Dubreuil considers to 
be characteri$tic of the 13th century but is fully conventionalised l ; Srinivasa No.2 
(pI. iii) i's in the same style as the images tentatively a'scribed above to the Chola period 
but has its discus in the usual modern position. Is the position of the discus in different 
periods less constant than Jouveau-Dubreuil seems to suppose? Or di? the fully con­
ventionalised style arise iIi tl~e Chola period and the less conventionalised persist into the 

. Vijayanagar? We are inclined to think that both questions should probably be answered 
in the affirmative, but have i no conclusive evidence to offer. They could no doubt be 
answered by an exhaustive study of such stone sculptures as can be dated in various 
tempies-though even here difficulties are likely to arise since sculptures are not neces­
sarilyconteinporaneous with the niches they occupy' and rarely if ever themselves bear 
written evidence 'of their date. But this would require for its completion . far more 
attention than'we can give and is.in any case outside the scope of the present paper . 

. .. Another interesting feature of Vishnu No. 10 is the representation of a triangular 
crosslegged seated figure of J..aksmi (Sri) in place ofthe usual simple triangular mole. 
This is doubtless connected with th~ term Sri Vatsa or mark of Sri, by which this mole is 
generally known, and illustrates the well-known idea that Vishnu' carries Sri on his 
breastS. 

1 This is also'the case iD Varaha No.- I. 

2 See below, pp. 36-38 . 
• A similadigllre seems to be represented in Vishnu No. 17. and proba~ly also in Vishnu NO.7. Varadaraja 

No. I and VaikunthaDatha No. I. 
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The only other Vaishnavite images that can be classed with the incompletely 
conventionalised group are Srinivasa NO.3 and Rama set No.1 {including Hanuman No. 1)1. 
In the former the lowest band of the girdle has its median loop in the conventional form 
with p'atallel sides. as in the devis of Vishnu No. I and to a less extent in those of Srinivasa 
NO.2; and discus is in the modern position. But the general treatmerit of face and 
draperies suggests at least a close affinity to the incompletely conventionalised gr,JUp. In 
~he Rama set (pI. vii) the absence of any deeply drooping band and projecting bows from 
the girdle makes the figures somewhat difficult to compare' with any of the images 
hitherto considered, apart from the devis belonging to Srinivasa No. I, the draperies 
and other ornamentation of which (except the head-dress), are very like those of the Sita 
in this set. But the whole treatment of these figures,. in its dignified simplicity, is that of 
the incompletely conventionalised Vishnus and not at all that of fully conventionalised 
images; while the grouping of the set with the former receives cohfirmation from 
the presence on both arms of Rama and Sit:!, and on the right arm of Lakshmana, of the 
peculiar projecting elbow ornament borne by the devis of the former, though they are 
absent from Lakshmana's left arm and also from Hanuman (pI. vi). 

It is thus evident both that such ornaments are not invariably present in two-armed 
images of this type, and that they are not distinctive of devis only, but may be found.in 
male figures also, their 'absence from all the Vishnu images" . being presumably due to 
the difficulty of showing them on an elbow from which two forearms spring. That they 
are occasionally present even in four-armed gods is clearly shown by the male figure of 
Umasahita No. I. (pI. xiv) .. But they seem also to be present in Mahesvari No. I and 
(judging from the figure) in the Siva from Polonnaruwa in Ceylon figured in pI. v, fig. 8 
of Coomaraswamy's catalogue both of which are four-armed. Among the Saivite images 
in the Madras Museum collection they are present in 'Pradoshamurti No. I (devi only), 
Umasahita No. I (both figures), Parvati No. I (pI. xxi), Mahesvari No. I, Aiyanar NO.4, 
Chandikesvara No. I (pI. xix) and on the right arm only of Kannappa Nayanar No.2 
(pI. xix), though a similar ornament is present near the top of the bow which he carr.ies 
slung over his left arm. All these images are of the incompletely conventionalised type, 
except the last mentioned. This image is extremely puzzling. It is beautifully executed 
in a realistic style that is in marked contrast to that of ordinary modern images, yet its 
face is in equally great contrast to those of ~ll 'other images in which this particular 
ornament occurs. It formed part of a treasure. trove find from Tiruvelangadu in Chittoor 
District, one of the most remarkable finds of images ever made, in· which connexion it 
will be considered later (pp. 58-59). Among figured irr.ages not belonging to the Madras 

1 Possibly also some of the small Vishnu images Nos. 5-8, of which No.8 was found together with Srinivasa No. I 

But the characters on which this classification is ba$ed are apt to be less clear in small images than in big ones, and 
are less clear in these images than in the still smaller Vlshnus Nos. 3 and 4 which have, moreover, the discus parallel. 
to the lagittal plane of the body. 

i.-Some indication of them was perhaps intended in Srinivasa NO.2, but this is far from clear. 
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Museum collection these ornaments are distinguishable not only in the Siva from 
Polonnaruwa already mentioned but also in the Polonnaruwa Parvati figured in pI. x, 
fig. 23 of COomaraswamy's catalogue, in the Kalahasti image of Sola-ma-devi (see 
below, p; 31) and inthe image of Parvati (Gouri) from the Kailasanatha temple at Conjt:!e­
verarn (Gangoly's "South Indian Bronzes ", pI. xxxi). They usually have the form of a 
low half-oval, flattened before and behind, but devoid of detail, as' are also the threads 
by which they are attached. In Parvati No. I, however, each has the form of a piece of 
cloth spread fanwise from its point of attachment and the thread is clearly beaded. They 
are similarly, but much less clearly, shown in the Sri Devi.of Srinivasa No, I, and this form 
is probably intended in almost all cases. Butthe Sita of Rama No. I and (less clearly) 
Aiyanar NO.4 suggest that both the thread and the ornament itself are sometimes of more 
floral design., Though not used as an article of human adornment, a nd never apparently 
now cast as an integral part of a South Indian' metal image, such ornaments are still used 
in decorating images for processions, a string of beads or other ornaments encircling the 
arm at the elbow, the ends of which string are tied together and spread like a fan 
though not necessarily on the outer side of the arm. This form of ornamen~ is known a~ 
ba.ji-bandh. It must not be confused with the rosary of rudraksha beads such as is worn 
on the right arm of Manikkavachakar NO.3 drawn tight by twisting the slack into a small 
loop on the outer side. 

In the list of treasure trove finds given below (PP.4i-S6) images definitely belonging 
to the incomp!etely conventionalised type that we have been discussing are marked with 
an asteri'3k (.), mor'e doubtful ones being marked with a cross( t); and reference to this 
list will show that such images are muc.h more numerous in the Saivite than in the 
Vaishnavite part of the collection. Though it is unnecessary to pro!ong the discussion by 
detailed reference to most of them there are four images of this type, two of them Saivite 
and t.wo portrait-images, which have special importance since their dates can be approxi­
mately fixed by means of the palaeography of inscriptions on their pedestals. One 
of tkese is Kali No.6 of the Madras Museum collection (pI. xiv), two are images in the 
temple at K alahastP and the fourth is an image of Chandrasekhara purchased in India 
some years ago by Prof. Jouveau-Dubreuil and presented by him to the Musee Guimet in 
Paris, but not previously published. By kind permission of that Museum we are able to 
include it in th,is catalogue, in which it appears as Chandrasekhara No. I (pI. xii). For 
our information regarding it we are indebted to the archaeological enthusiasm of Prof. 
Jouveau-Dubreuilhimself. On hearing 'that this catalogue WaS in preparation, he not 
only informed us of its existence, but seni us with this information photographs which he 
had obtained for us from Paris with permission to reproduce them. 

Kali No.6 is a seated figure, which makes it somewhat difficult to compare with the 
Vaishmlvite images of incompletely conventionalised type described above, all of which 

. ~ Venkuba Rao, An'" Rep. S. ltf i. e!igl', '921-.2, p. 3, pI. I, fig. 3; Aravamuthan .. Portrait Sculpture in 
S. India," pp. 37 and 41, figs. 12 and 16. 
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are standing. But the treatment of the girdle (including its projecting bows which 
fortunately are present) and other articles of decoration, as well as the treatment of the 
face, leave no room for doubt that it must be classed with them. Its inscription is only 
partially legible even after chemical restoration, but enough remains to prove that it is in 
Tamil character of the Early Chola period (see belOW, pp. 122-123). . 

The two Kalahasti images are standing figures of the same type, for which however 
their features are somewhat unusually strong. In the female figure the girdle and cloth 
are very like those of the Sita of Rama No. I and the devis of Srinivasa No. I, though the 
folds of the cloth are much closer (compare Parvati No. I shown in pI. xxi, Chandikesvara 
No. 8 and worshipper No. I). But the ornamentation on the upper part of each arm is 
of a most unusual type, having the form of a full-blown lotus flower. In the male 
figure the girdle bears on the right side in very high relief an incomplete sh,eath 
for the curious sinuous dagger held in the right hand, and the necklace is slightly 
unusual. Venkoba Rao says of them, "Two early votive bronze images with inscriptions 
of about the 13th century A.D. were found by me in th'e store-room of the temple. 
They refer to the time of Rajendra-Chola and Kulottunga-Chola (III)." Aravamuthan 
accepts this period for the male figure, saying (P.41) "The first part of an inscripHon 
in the pedestal is a 'label, , Kulottunga-sola-devar, , and the second part is a record of the 
dedication of the image to that temple by one Udaiya-Nambi., If we may rely on 
palaeography and technique and if we are justified in believing that the statue portrays a' 
youth, we may not be wrong in supposing that it represents Kulottunga-Chola III, who 
ascended the throne in I178 A.D., when he was sixteen or seventeen years of age." But 
the female figure (p. 37) he refers to the Early 'Chola period, several centuries before~ 
For he speaks of the" inscription stating that it is a likeness of Sola-ma-devi and was 
cast under the orders of Rajendra-sola-deva. Evidently this Sola-ma-devi is one of the 
queens of the great Rajaraja I, and her sta.tue was set up under the orders of her step­
son Rajarajendra 1." No reasons for the earlier date are given. One of us has therefore 
visited Kalahasti to study the palaeography of this inscription, which confirms Arava­
muthan's dating. 

The Musee Guimet Chandrasekhara is an excellent example of an image of the incom­
pletely conventionalised type. Its ihscription is in Tamil character of the LaterChola 
period, 

We must now briefly refer to the 294 small Buddhist images found at Negapatam in 
1926 and distributed to various museums, whence those bearing i.nscriptions (of which 
there are over 60) have been sent to Madras for study and report' by_one of the authors of 
this catalogue. 

Most of the images of this find are Buddhas of the usual conventional type, and it is 
on these that all but one of the inscriptions occur, one of them mentioning the Buddhist 
temple at Negapatam named after the Chola king Kulottunga I (I070-'1J20 A.D:). But 

1 It is hoped that this report will appear in the Madras Museum Bulletin before very long., 
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over a dozen are distinguishable from typical Hindu images only by reason of their 
iconography. Though differing in detail these images agree so closely with one another 
in general treatment as to point to the probability of all belonging to a single period, 
presumably the Later Chola like the inscribed Buddhas found with them; and this supposi­
tion receives confirmation from the fact that one of them--an image of Avalokitesvara 
(pI. xii)--also bears on its pedestal an inscription in the Tamil character of that period. 
I t is not easy to express their distinctive characteristics in words; but the chief seem to be 
the broad, flat series of necklaces, all more or less circular, none hanging down between 
the breasts, and one at least bearing a series of pendants which extends right (!,cross the 
chest; the treatment of the draperies, especially the bows on either side of the girdle 
when these are present; and a marked roundness in the treatment of the face; in all of 
which characteristics they resemble Hindu images of the incompletely conventionalised 
type. Four standing figures of Avalokitesvara differ from the other images of Hindu 
appearance in their larger size awl in the more or less distinctly coarser treatment of the 
face which is very like that of most modern images, and it is perhaps significant that the 
inscription already referred to, which is on the pedestal of cne of these, is in the character 
of the very end of the period. Some of the inscriptions on the Buddhas have the same 
type of character, while others appear to be somewhat earlier. 

All available palaeographic evidence is thus seen to connect images of this type with 
the Chola periods, both Early and Later. 

Except for a few small Vishnu image!', the histories of which are lost, all the images of 
this type are from treasure trove finds, in the list of which (below, pp 47-56) they have as 
already mentioned been marked with an asterisk (.), more doubtful specimens that seem 
to be allied to them being marked with a cross (t). Many of the unmarked images are 
not available here for study, either not having been acquired or having gone to other 
museums. These can be distinguished in the list by the absence of any catalogue 
number after them. Omitting theql from consideration it will be seen that with two 
exceptions-one from Kandarakottai, South Arcot District, and one from Belur, Salem 
District--images of the type under consideration are all from the Tanjore District, the 
headquarters of the Chola kingdom. Kandarakottai at least appears to have had Chola 
associations, for there is a local tradition that the temple was built by a Chola king and 
that the single image that we· ~ere able to acquire from the find is of him (see below, 
pp. 49 & 138). One of tlS saw and photographed the other images of this find,. some but 
not all of wh;ch appear to be of the same type. A copper conch found with them 
bears an inscription in Tamil script of the Later Chola period. 

From Tanjore District the finds richest in images of this type are from the Nega­
patam Taluk. As the headquarters of this part of the district was the principal port for 
the whole of the country surrounding the capital it may be presumed to have been a 
wealthy area in Chola times, in which case' its temples are likely to have been richly 
endowed and to have been particularly well supplied with images. And if the Pol on­
naruwa images of this type were made in India it is not unlikely that they may have be~fl 
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despatched by sea from Negapatam. That none of the images of this type are from the 
Tanjore Taluk suggests that practically all the images dedicated there were placed 
in the great Brihadisvara temple which must have been the main centre of devotion ever 
since it was built by the most famous of Early Chola kings, Rajaraja I. That images of 
this type are still to be found in this temple is indicated by the Siva figured by Gangoly 
on plate i of both his books on South Indian metal images. 

A considerable number of images more or less definitely of this type come from 
Tirutturaippundi Taluk on the 'opposite side of Tanjore from Negapatam, and at least 
three definitely belonging to it from Panangattangudi in Nannilam Taluk, a place noted 
for the number of lingas to be found buried in its fields, showing that it must at some 
early time have ·been an important centre of Saivite worship. As none of the other 
images from the Panangattangudi find show any special characteristics of later periods 
it is likely that all may date from Chola times. 

It is also noteworthy that most of the images of the type under discussion belong to 
the Saivite section of the Hindu pantheon, i.e., to the section held in greatest regard by 
the Chola dynasty. 

It is thus clear that the type of image we have been discussing has definite Chola 
associations, palreographical, geographical and sectarian. And so far as we know 
no images of this type have any association with any other period. We cannot, however, 
therefore assume eith,er that all of them necessarily date from that period, or that no others 
do so-as has already been pointed out above (p. 28) in connexion with Vishnu No. 10 and 
Srinivasa N(). 2. It is even possible that some ofthem may be much more recent, the mind 
of their sculptor having been dominated by the form of some early image which he parti­
cularly admired; though in view of the way in which images are loaded with garlands 
when exhibited for worship this is perhaps less likely than might otherwise be supposed. 
It is, moreover, unlikely that the images we have been able to recognize as being of this 
type include all the images of Chola date that we have seen. For one of the chief features 
by which they are distinguished is the simplicity of treatment of their decorative detail 
and especially of their necklaces (see below, pp. 34-40). And the form of necklace in use 
when they were made, like the simple corbels characteristic of early Chola temples, has 
continued in use to the present day and its significance can only be recognized when 
supported by other features characteristic of the same period and when all later features 
are absent. Thus, though there is nothing in the style of decoration of the inscribed 
Avalokitesvara from Negapatam to prevent its being assigned to the Chola period and 
much to suggest this, the sharpness of its features might have prevented us from 
recognizing it as belonging to that period had the palreography of its inscription not 
conclusively proved it. 

We therefore feel that to refer to these images simply as Chola would be apt to 
mislead, both by implying more than' can be proved regarding them and as appearing 
to exclude others of Chola origin but less distinctively of this type. Instead, we propose 

5 



34 Bulletin, Madras Government Museum. [G.S. 1,2, 

to distinguish them as images of Chola type, a phrase which we think accurately describes 
them; for even if, as seems possible (see below, p. 61), other types also existed in Chola 
times which have since disappeared, none of them can possibly be regarded as charac­
teristic of the period. We think, however, that most if not all images of this type do 
almost cen;a,inly date from theCho13 period. 

Three images in the Madras Museum collection bear inscriptions in modern Tamil 
character. These are Balakrishna No. Ii:, Alvar NO.9 and Natesa NO.2. The first two 
present no unusual features, but the last is very important as it is the only South Inc.ian 
Hindu metal image yet known that bears an inscription recording its date. It has already 
been described and figured by Hadaway'. The base, on which the inscript:on is situated, 
is not in one piece with the image, but they fit each other closely and there is every reason 
to believe that they belong together and are contemporaneous. The date, Kali 46n, 
corresponds to A.D. 1511, a little after the middle of the Vijayanagar architectural period 
as defiIi!ed by Jouveau-Dubreuil, the period in which elaborate carving of the stone pillars 
of temple mandapas reached its climax. This image, though less clearly related to the 
Chola type discussed above than in Natesa No. I shows little if anything by which it can 
definitely be separated from it. 

NECKLACES. 

In the foregoing discussion of the images which we designate as of Chola type attention 
has been largely concentrated on the characters of face and girdle, very little being said 
about necklaces. Actually, however, the character of the necklace has often proved 
an even more useful clue than that of the girdle when this lacks projecting bows. For, as 
already pointed out (p. 27 above), the median loop of the girdle may be fully convention­
alized in devis associated and evidently contemporary with Vishnus in which it is 
~9t. And this is more or less the case with the girdles of many other images, other 
characters of which show them to be of this type, including the inscribed Chandrasekhara 
from the Musee Guimet and the inscribed Avalokitesvara and other Buddhist images from 
the Negapatam find. 

All South Indian metal images known to us bearing conclusive evidence of Chola 
origin have a broad, flat series of necklaces, an more or less circular, none hanging down 
between the breasts, and one at least almost always bearing a series of pendants which 
extends right across the chest. And such necklaces are present in all the images we 
have classed as of Chola type. 

The first to attract our attention were those of Vishnu images and their associated devis, 
which may be described as typical examples. Vishnu No. I (pI. i) has three necklaces, 
each with some special ornamentation in the middle in front. The lowest one, which 
alone shows below the elegant ringlets in which the hair falls behind the shoulders, 
is fastened behind with an ornamental knot, the ends of which form <l;n ornament 

1 RUjam, !922, pp. 59-61, 2 pI. 
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hanging down the middle of the upper part of the back; and a small tassel hangs 
from the central ornament in front. The second necklace is much the broadest of 
the three and bears mang~shaped pendants all along its lower border. The devis' 
necklaces are of the same general pattern, but the ends of the lowest one form a still 
larger ornament at the back in Sri Devi, and only a small plain flap in Bhu Devi .. On 
comparing these necklaces with those of Vishnu images Nos. 2-4, and Srinivasa images 
Nos. I and 2 which, as already noted, seem to be in the same style, We find in Vishnu 
No.2, which is a much smaller image than No. I, a narrow upper necklace without spe.cial 
ornament; a broad middle necklace with both borders beaded, apart from which-it· is 
plain; and a lower necklace very like that of Vishnu No. I but with a fl9wer ornament' in 
the middle in front-all three necklaces are hidden by the hair behind-with one .petal 
projecting upwards and one downwards, the latter replacing the tassel. Vishnu NO.3 is 
a very ~mall image with two necklaces, both of them beaded, of which the lower has 
pendants along its middle region. No. 4 is still smaller and has only one necklace, 

. beaded but otherwise plain. Srinivasa No. I and its devis have each three necklaces 
closely resembling those of Vishnu No. I, even to the mango-shaped pendants of the broad 
middle one, though the tassel ornament of the lowest one is iqdistinct or absent. Sri-' 
nivasa No, 2 is much smaller and has two necklaces of the same pattern as the upper two 
of Vishnu No. I and Srinivasa No,!. Of its devis, Bhu Devi has two necklaces much like 
Srinivasa's while Sri Devi appears to have three, somewhat imperfectly finished but appa­
rently designed on the same plan as those of Vishnu No. 1: and Srinivasa No.2, though 
the row of mango pendants could also be interpreted as a separate necklace. tt- is thus 
clear that all these images agree closely in the form of their necklaces, t.he greatest 
modifications being simplifications to suit the smaller sizes of the images in which they 
are found. ~imilar necklaces may also be found in other images not showing the features 
which first led us to group these four Vishnus and two SriniYasas together, but among 
them other styles of necklace are more usual. 

Are such necklaces an invariable feature of images dating from the Chola 
period? Other forms of necklace, including long ones that hang down between the 
breasts, are present in several of images found at Polonnaruwa in Ceylon to· which, as 
pointed out below (pp. 46-47), it is difficult on historical grounds to' assign any date 
later than the Chola period. Can such images be assigned to the Chola period, or must 
they be considered to prove that the. decline of Pulonnaruwa was much slower and more 
prolonged than seems probable from such historical evidence as is available? It is 
unlikely that a complete answer to this question can be given till a careful chronological 
study of the sculptures of the various Chola temples of South India has been made. But 
we have attempted to get some indication of the answer by examining the sculptures on 
the walls of the Brihadisvara temple at Tanjore as examples of Early Chola work, and 
those on the walls of the temple at Chidambaram and in the mandapa of the Varadaraja 
temple at Conjeevaram as examples of later work. 

S-A 
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The Tanjore sculptures mostly conform to the Chola type in all respects, and where 
they do not there is usually evidence indicating that the departure was not present in the 
image as originally carved in stone but has been introduced later, being confined to the 
plaster and paint wi th which these images have been so freely coa ted. Among the images 
of deities on the walls of the main temple there is not more than one that 8eems at aU likely 
to have had a long necklace as origtnaUy carved. This one is on the western face of the 
temple in the row of Tripurantaka1 figures and is at such a high level that it is impossible 
even with field-glasses to make sure whether the long necklace formed part of the 
original figure or not. 

The male attendant of Ardhanarisvara on the northern face looks as if it might have 
had a long necklace, but the stone is so weathered that i~ is impossible to be sure. The 
images of Chandikesvara on the western and northern face~ of his temple (to the north 
of the great vimana)have long necklaces, but are somewhat crude images that may have 
been inserted in their niches after the temple was built. The corresponding image on 
the eastern face has a round necklace. 

The colossal doorkeeper on the southern side of the eastern face of the gateway of 
the inner gopura undoubtedly has a necklace long enough to hang across the shorter 
one beside it and to have a markedly asymmetrical form corresponding to the swing of 
the body which is in a posture indicating great activity. 

Long necklaces hanging between the breasts are, however, common in the much more 
elaborate and modern, though exquisitely finished, Subrahmanya temple in the north­
western corner of the enclosure. 

We may further note in passing that the distinctively Chola elbow ornaments 
mentioned above (pp. 28 & 29) do not seem to be distinguishable in any of the images, 
most of which have, however, four arms. 

Neither on the stone bases of the gopuras at Chidambaram nor in the mandapa 
of the Varadaraja temple at Conjeevaram are the images coated with paint or plaster; 
but in the case of the former a still rnore serious difficulty is met with, namely doubt as 
to whether the images are contemporaneous with the niches that they occupy and for 
which many of them are much too broad, while a few are too narrow to fit them 
properly. 

The niches are in typical Later Chola style in all four gopucas, and there can, we 
think, be no reasonable doubt that the bases of all four gopuras were constructed 
during the Later Chola period, and that only the superstructures of b'rlck and plaster were 
erected by the later donors referred to in their inscriptions, the effigies of whom must 
be, and in some cases clearly are, later insertions. In this connexion we may point out 

1 Siva as the destroyer of three demons who had taken the form of·-cilies. 
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that the superstructure of the north gopura, erected by the Vijayanagar king Krishna­
deva-raya in A.D. I516: is in the same style as the gopuras erected by him in 
Conjeevaram and elsewhere; aDd that the east gopura, extensively restored during the 
nineteenth century by the Hindu philanthropist Pachchaiyappa, is in the same style. 
The other two, one at least of which is commonly regarded as being much older, are 
loaded with brick-and-plaster statuary in modern style and must surely have recieved 
their present form subsequent to the Vijayanagar period, even if they were not actually 
erected then. 

The images in the lower row of niches of the bases of all four gClpuras are smaller 
than those in the upper row and have in general necklaces of simpler form-little if any 
different as a rule from those of images of Chola type. Almost, if not quite,' all the 
images of the upper row have a dark bluish and more or less polished surface, whereas 
many in the lower row differ little if at all in surface from the stonework surrounding 
them. This suggests that the lower row of images is probably older than the upper row, 
those resembling the surrounding stonework being presumably the oldest of all. But it 
is in this row that the images seem to fit their niches worst of all, hollows having in 
many cases had to be scooped in the stones on either side of them to accommodate their 
hands and insignia. In some cases the side stones have presumably nad to be removed 
while the image was being put in position and replaced afterwards. Such as extensive 
series of misfits could most easily be explained by supposing that after the gopura 
base with its niches had been constructed images were taken from some other building 
for insertion. 

A temple must have existed on this site at least from Early Chola times. For built 
at ground level into the western face of the base of one of its newest shrines, the recently 
constructed Navalinga temple, we found an inscription in the character of that period 
dated during the reign of Rajendra Chola I whose name is preceded by his Jistinctive 
title" Parakesari " ; and a much longer and evidently different inscription by the same 
king is recorded in South lhdiall Inscriptions' as being in the Temple at Chidambaram. 
We do not know exa<;tly where the latter inscription is situated'; but the former IS not 
far from the entrance portico of the Amman shrine or from the Durga shrine which 
adjoins it. Both the walls of this portico and the Durga shrine are in Early Chola 
style, of which there are further traces in the north-east corner of the Amman shrine 
enclosure. But the portico has evidently undergone considerable alteration in later 
times, a supposition confirmed by its stone door-frame, evidently a later addition, which 

1 Saka. 1438. See S. R. Bahsubrahmanyam. Joum. BomlJilY Hist. Soc. IV (I), 1931, pp. 45-45, with plate 
faring p. 46 . 

• This account has had to be prepared in Madras from notes taken for the purpose durmg a snort vi*. Conse­
quently we are unable to check points such as this on which neither our notes nor our memories prove to be quite 
sufficiently detailed. 

"IV, pp. 29-30, No. 223. 
4 It is recorded as " Outside lirst prakara north" in AntI. Rep. S. hId. Epigr., 1~87-8. p. 4. No. lI8. 
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bears an inscription recording its being placed there under the orden of Kopperunjinga 
(A.D. 1243-1273).1 . The plinth and walls of the kalyanamandapa are also in Early 
Chola style, thoagh the plan oJ its superstaucture as it now stands, as well as its many 
pillars are evidently much later. The shrines in the inner court of the temple were 
origiBally· pr~sum'ably the oldest, especially the Vaishnavite Govindaraja shrine which 
fac~s· east"the Air Linger and Nataraja shri~es facing south~ But the buildings in 
thls'<;Ollrt have been so completely renovated that no early work is now to be seen there. 

There is thus no inherant impossibility in the images being older than the gopura 
liases, and a 'priore this would seem to be the most proba ble hypothesis. From their style, 
n6wever, we suspect that they may be later. Only two of the lower row of niches on the 
southern side"of the inner face of the eastern g?pura are at present occupied by images, 
sofurtlier additions are possible eveQ now. It is thus clear that these images afford no 
reliable clue to the style in use in the Later Chola period. 

The images of the upper row fit their niches better-though not always perfectly­
and have probably been made for them. The rounded features and graceful form of some 
of them at first sight suggest close affinity to images of Chola type; but this could also 
be said of the Natesa image dated A.D. 1511 described below (p. I12); and the statue in 
,the north gopura said, no doubt cor~ect1y, to represent the Vijayanagar King Krishna­
deva-raya-'(,ISOO-IS30) is equally graceful and may well be a. portrait by the same sculptor 
or school ofgculptors. It~somewhat delicate features are indeed comparable to those of 
the better known metal statue of the same king in the Srinivasa-Perumal temple at 
Tinimalai, on w~ich his name is inscribed. S As, moreover, a large proportion of the images 
in the upper row have necklaces of exceptionally elaborate design for any period it seems 
unlikely that they are examples of early workmanship and much more likely that they 
are a particularly fine series from the Vijayan::tgar period, or even later. In any case the 
fact that many of them, including a high proportion of the dvarapalakas, have long single 
or double strings of rudraksha beads round their necks, cannot be taken as proof that 
long riecklaceswere a frequent feature of images in the Later Chola period. Whether it 
is more thana coincidence that only the undoubted Early Chola image we have seen with 
a necklace of the long type is a dvarapalaka we do not know. 

The small figures illustrative of different dance postures, which are found inside the 
gateways in the four gopuras do, however, clearly date from the Later Chola period, at 
le;;tst in the east and west gopuras, where many of them are accompanied by inscriptions 
all in the form of grantha characteristic of that period. With some exceptions in the east 
Jropuraall 'are dressed and decorated alike, as is naturally to be expected in such a series; 

, . 

1 The Durga·sbrine bears an inscription by the same king 
• This statue has no inscription connected with it ; but immediately below it, and evidently inserted at the same 

time, are smaller figures of sculptors with inscriptions over thent, and evirlently referring to them, which are in 
Tamil character of modern post-Chola form. 

I Compa~e 6gt. 21 and 22 of Aravamuthan's ,. Portrait Sculpture in South India". 
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and long necklaces do not appear. These necklaces are, however, clearly present in the 
exceptions just noted. As some of these figures in other gopuras have been carved in 
rather soft stone that has weathered badly, it may be suggested-that the figures showing 
these necklaces had their surfaces recarved during the restoration of this gopura by 
Pachchaiyappa in the nineteenth century. That this was not the case seems, however,to 
be proved by the fact that the depth of their relief is no less than that of the other figures, 
and that one of them occupies one half of a block of stone the other-half of which is 
occupied by a perfectly clear and unweathered inscription in Later Chola script. Why 
these figures should be differently decorated from the rest it is difficult to understand if 
they are contemporaneous with them, at;; they apparently are. But they seem to prove 
that long necklaces were not unknown in the Later Chola period. And, as da-ncing girls 
would hardly wear rudraksha rosaries, they can in these figures be interpreted only as a 
form of decoration. 

The figures in the mandapa of the Varadaraja temple at Conjeevaram are as a whole 
stiffer and more conventional than those in the niches of the gopura bases at Chidam­
baram, in this respect resembling rather the smaller dancing figures just dealt with· 
But they form one piece with the monolithic ?illars on which they are carved and can 
therefore safely be attributed to the Vijayanagar period, during which this mandapa was 
constructed. Among them long necklaces are rare, especially on images of gods, being 
chiefly found on those of saints. Among modern images they are much commoner, even 
as decorations of Vaishnavite gods and goddesses where they cannot be supposed to 
represent rosaries of rudraksha beads. 

Much more exhaustive investigations are obviously needed to determine how far 
long necklaces can be regarded as incompatible with Chola date in Hindu images. But 
from the ev1dence before us we tentatively conclude that they probably originated during 
the Chola period as necklaces on images of dvarapalakas and saints and more rarely on 
those of Siva, on which they seem to have become more frequent during the Vijayailagar 
period. The series of dance postures at Chidambardm includes a few figures which seem 
to indicate the occasional use of long necklaces purely as articles of adornment as early 
as the Later Chola period, but these necklaces do not seem to have come into general use 
for this purpose till the end of the Vijayanagar period. It is therefore probably signifi­
cant that of the Polonnaruwa images in which they are present only one, the devi figured 
in pI. vii of Coomaraswamy's catalogue, is neither a saint nor a form of Siva, and that this 
image shows distinct traces of non-Indian influence and must therefore presumably be 
regarded as one of the latest of the series. This is, moreover, the only long necklace 
in an image from Polonnaruwa that does not appear to be composed of rudraksha beads. 

In Aravamuthan's .. Portrait Sculpture in South India" three sculptures -are figured 
and referred to the Chola period, in which long necklaces occur. Two of these (figs. 14 

1 See Gang(lly, co SoutQ Indian Bronzes," pp. 66-88. 
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and 15) are from the Kesava t,emple at Belur, Mysore State, one being of stone and the 
o~her of metal. No proof is given that the dates assigned are correct; ~ut in the case of 
the stone image at least this presumably is the case unless, as seems to be indicated at 
Chidambaram, it is not contemporaneous with the niche that itoccupies. If the dates 
are correct, these jmages suggest that such necklaces may have been adopted at an 
earlier date in Mysote than further south. The third of these sculptures (fig. 13) is 
from Kaiahasti, which is also far to the north of the Tanjore district whence most of the 
metal images com~. But in spite of the way in which this image may seem to agtee 
with an inscription on the wall, the headdress and mode of wearing the cloth are s,o 
definitely unlike anything we know in Chola images and so very like those of Nayak 
statues that we think it very improbable that this image can represent a Chola captain's 
servant and are inclined to assign it to a much later date. 

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS. 

From the above discussion it will be clear that the grounds on which to base any 
hypotheses as to the different characteristics of Hindu metal images of different pedods 
are- extremely scanty. Often we seem to be clutching at mere straws. But straws can 
show the direction of the wind and, though our conclusions are necessarily tentative, we 
feel that sQme evolution in style is certainly recog,nizable .. It is not sufficiently definite to 
enable all images of one period to be clearly distinguished from all those of another, but 
in many cases it can afford a useful clue. 

We to(}k as the starting point for our discussion results arrived at by Jouveau· 
Dubreuil in 19J4, which may conveniently be compressed into tabular form as 
follows :-
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It will be seen that the only image in which Jouveau-Dtibreuii recognizes any definite 
series of evolutionary changes, extending over a long period, is that of Vishnu. 
Consequently it is in this image only that our investigations actually touch his. His 
conclusions regarding the position of the discus in images of different periods afforded 
us a helpful starting point, and in the main 'our observations tend to support the~in 
general, though we have found reason to think that perhaps they cannot always be 
rigidly applied (p. 28). They indicate the Early Chola period as that of Vishnus Nos. I, 

2 and 3 and somewhat less definitely of Srinivasa No. I, and the Later Chola period as 
that of Vishnu No. I ; and there seems to be every 'reason to believe that these indications 
are correct. !Jut they suggest the Later Chola period for Vishnu No. IO and some more 
recent time than this for Srinivasa No.2, whereas the style of these images seems to 
indicate the reverse. 

The following images bear inscriptions which show them to belong to particular 
periods:-

, , 

Early Chola: Kali No.6; Sola-ma-devi in the temple at Kalahasti. 

Later Chola: Chandrasekhara No. I (Musee Guimet); Kulottlinga ill in the temple 
at Kalahasti; a number of small Buddhist images from Negapatam, including one of 
Avalokitesvara which can be distinguished from Hindu images only by the. einl>lems 
which it bears. 

Vijayanagar: Natesa No.2. 

Vijayanagar or Modern: Balakrishna No. II and Alvar NO.9. 

Of the abovementioned images those from the Chola period, whether Early or Later, 
are all in a simpler and less conventionalised style than that usually 'fouIid in modern 
images; and among the uninscribed images, though there are many which cannot be 
definitely placed in either class, there are also many which can. The change seems to 
have taken place at about the time of the change from Later Chola t-o Vijayanagar 
architectural style, and Vlould probably be a gradual one. Though the evidence at present 
availab,le does not prove that all the less conventionalised images date from the Chola 
period, and may even be considered to indicate that some very possibly, do not, it i,s clear 
that this style of image was at least spechilly characteristic of that .period, and m~y 
therefore conveJ;liently be referred to as being of Chola type. 

The diff~ence' between an image of Chola type and an ordinary modern image .is 
one of general effect produced by the combination of a number of differences in detail, 
and is therefore difficult to express in words. We may, however, mention as specially 
noteworthy a kind of smooth roundness in the treatment of the face: a compar.ative 
simplicity in de~oration ; necklaces in a broad fiat series, all of them more or·less circular 
and none (? ever) hanging down betwe~n the breasts or bent into more ornate shap~, one at 
least bearing a fringe of pendants; a :distinctive ornam'ent which is sometimes present 
projecting from the outer side of the arm at or immediately above the elbow; and the 
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treatment of the girdle, often unusually realistic, but specially characterised by the 
elegance of its projecting bows when these are present. In images with karanda-makuta 
its constrictions are apt to be less pronounced in those of Chola type than in others, and 
in the former alone certain differences, apparently constant, have been noticed between 
the makutas of Vishnu's two consorts. The treatment of the cloth, too, is often parti­
cularly realistic in images of Chola type, especially when it is short and the girdle very 
simple. The cloth is, moreover, more often than in other images, decorated with a floral, 
or wheel design, the latter being the commoner and often including a pair of specially 
conspicuous wheels, one on each buttock. 

HINDU METAL IMAGES FROM POLONNARUWA. 

The conclusions arrived at above must now be considered in relation to the Hindu 
metal images found in Polonnaruwa 'in Ceylon and preserved in the Colombo Museum, 
which history suggests must date from somewhere about theChola period. As already 
noted they were catalogued by Coomaraswamy in 1914 together with other metal images 
in the Colombo Museum Collection.' 

All of them are Saivite, with one possible exception which has been identified as 
" Dancing Balakrishna " (pI. xi, fig. 25 of Coomaraswamy's catalogue). Iconographically, 
however, it may just as well represent Balasubrahmanya as Balakrishna, and since the 
latter would be most unlikely to find a place among such a definitely Saivite set of 
images, it may safely be concluded that the former is the correct identification. 
Dr. Pearson, the Director of the Colombo Museum, has kindly sent us the following 
information as to the historical facts. "Polonnaruwa was the headquarters of the Cholas, 
who held the greater part of the island from a bout 1017 to 1073 A.D. The Hindu 
temples at Polonnaruwa date from this period, as proved by the Tamil inscription on 
Siva Dewale No.2. Even after the expulsion of the Cholas in 1073 A.D. there was a 
considerable element of South Indian population at Polonnaruwa and they may have 
continued to endow Saiva shrines. The period between 1213 and 1234 A.D. was also one 
of foreign domination at Polonnaruwa. It is (Jrobable that the bronze:; date from the 
period of Chola occupation, though the point cannot be definitely proved." 

The Polonnaruwa images were first described and figured by Arunachalam2, then by 
Bell3 and lastly by Coomaraswamy". Coomaraswamy's illustrations are much the best 
but on comparing his records of the finds with those given by Bell in his Annual Reports 
two discrePl!-nciesappear; and as Coomaraswamy's information must ultimately have 
been derived from Bell as Archreological Commissioner at the time of the excavations 
Bell's records must be taken as authentic. 

1 Melli. Colombo Mus. A. I, 1914,31 pp. 38 pl. 
2 Spolia Zeylanica VI, 1910. 
o Am,. Rep. Arch. Surv. Ceylo1dor 1907 and 1908 published in I9II and 1913 respectively. 

'Mem. Colombo Mus. A. I, 1914' 

6"A 
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A single image of Parvati (Coomaraswamy, pI. xi, fig. 26; Arunachalam, pI. vii c and 
viii a) was found ·in Siva Devale NO.3. Three imap;es (Bell, 1<)08, pI. xxvi) were found in 
Siva Devale No.6, of which one was of Nat~sa (Coomaraswamy, pI. xi, fig. 24) and 
two' of Parvati (Coomaraswamy, pI. xii, fig. 28 and pI. xxiii, fig. 129). All the rest were 
found in either Siva Devale No.1 or Siva Devale NO.5 as shown below, "c" indicating 
Coomaraswamy, "B" Bell (1<)07 report in the case' of Siva D~vale No.1 and 1<)08 in the 
case of Siva Devale No. 5) and "A" Arunachalam. Roman numerals indicate plates 
and Arabic indicate figures. Where the figures are not numbered, the letter a, b, c, etc., 
are llsed to indicate their position on the plate, reading from left to right. 

Image. 

Siva, standing 
Natesa 

Pradoshamurti 

Umasahita ... 
Parvati, stan4ing 

Parvati. seated 
Balasubrahmanya1 

Nandi­
Chandikesvara 
~anikkavachakar' 

Appats 

.... 

Tirujnana Sambandha 
Sundaramurti 

Surya 

Siva Devale No. I. 

...... 
C i I and iii 4, B xxi b, A i 

and ii. 

C vi 10, A vi. 
C ii 3, B xxi a, A iv and v. 
C xii 29, B xxi c, A !x a, x a. 
C xiii, A vii a and viii c. 

...... 

..... , 

C ix 19. A xii c and xiii b. 

C x 22, A xi c. 
...... 

Siva Devale No. S. 

C v 8, B xix b, A vii b and viii h. 

C ii 2 and iii S,B xvii c A iii b. 

C iv, B xvii a,-A iii a. 

C x ~3, B xix a. 

C xii 27, B xvii b, A ix b and x h. 
C vii 12 and 13. 
C xi 25. 
C Xxii 109, B xix c, A xiv a. 
C ix 18, B xviii c, A xiv b. 

C X 21, B xviii d, A xi d. 
C ix 20, B xviii .a, A xi a. 

C viii IS and 16, B xviii b, A xii b 
and xiii c. 

C viii 17, B xviii ej ~ xii a and xiri a. 
C vii 14. B xix d, A xi b. 

Siva Devale No.2', which bears inscriptions dating from' the reigns of Rajendra 
thola I (A.D. 1012-1044) and Adhirajendra (A.D. 1070-1073J, Js built in the style of' the 

1 Concerning the identification of thi~ image see above, P·43. Coomaraswamy records it as found in Siva Devale 
No. I, but it is not incJudedin Bell's list of images from there. As Arunachalam (p. 69) speaks of it as being in three 
pieces it is doubtlesSlhe .. Male figure (in three pieces): height I ft. 6 in." recorded by Bell from Siva Devale NO.5, 
which otherwise remains unaccou~ted for. 

I A gold bull figurine, oQe and one.eighth inches long was also found in Siva D~val.e No.·S (Bell, Ann. Rep. for 
1908. p. 18, pl. A). 

8 According. to Coomllraswamy both tl\ese images were found in Siva Denle No. I. 

t (llIn. Rei. Atd. Suro: Ce~'IOtI, 1906, ri. xix-xlii; Ceylon /O"nz. Sci. G. I, 1924-1928, pl. xl. 
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Early Chola period to which it belongs, though t!1e mouldings of its plinth seem to indi­
cate their development direCt from Pallava models rather than from' the somewhat more 
elaborate mouldings already adopted by Rajaraja I, the father of Rajendra Chola I, in 
the great temple at Tanjore on which subsequent styles in India are based. 

Of the temples in which the images were found' Siva Devale NO.3- appears to 
resemble No. 2 while No. 5 s, though very similar, seems to have the mouldings of its 
plinth more like those of Tanjore as also ofthe Later Chola style, suggesting the proba­
bility of a somewhat later date; No. 14 is in full Later Chola style; while No. 65 is so 
fragmentary that the illustration gives no clue to its style. The styles of the tempies 
already mentioned clearly prove, however, that they were being built during 'both the 
Early and Later Chola Periods, from which we may conclude that the images and other 
objects found in them are likely to have been dedicated in one or both of these periods 
and perhaps somewhat later also. 

None of the images appear to bear any inscription throwing light on their date; 
but one of the two bells found in Siva Devale No.6 bears' an inscription in Tamil charac· 
ters6, an estampage of which the Director of the Colombo Museum has been kind enough 
to send us.7 These characters have the form characteristic of the Later Chola period, 

. from which it may not unreasonably be inferred that some at least of the images found in 
this temple and in neighbouring temples are likely t9 date from the same perio~. 

The largest series of images was found in Siva Devales Nos. I and 5 of which, as 
already noted, the former appears to date from the Later Chola period and the latter from 

1 We are indebted to the Director of the Colombo Museum for pbotographic p~iuts showing det4ils somewhat 
more clearly than do the reproduction in the Report, 

2 A,m, Rep. Arch. Su ,CeJ/on, 1908, pI. vii·ix. 
• Ann. Rep. Anh. SurJ. Ceylon, 1908, pI. xii. 
4 A,m. Rep. ArcA. SUN!. Ceylon, 1907, pl.l[Vj:...xix; CeJ/01I ]Durn. Sei. G. I, 1924-1928, pI. xli. 

5 A,m. Rep. ArcA. SUf'lJ. Ce>'/on, IgaS, pI. xxv; 
6 Attn. Rep. Aich. SUf'V. Ceylon, 1908, pp. 16 and 18. 
7 The reading of this inscription given on p. 16 of the A,m. Rep. Arch. Sun., Ceylon, 1909. seems to require slight 

correction. In place of-

"1. Q1\)~ C'.!!J .f6&1Rsr t5Jeir&,.· GU(!5fDIT6fTIT6lIT \ I. Sva sti Srl AI}piHai Perumilina 1'01} 

Q,$TIiilsr ••• 

2. #I t;lSh:"'i... I6fiisr LDtD 2. tu vi~ta tanmam. 

. . . 

Hail! Prosperity! The gift made by A~piHai Perumi! alias 1'01} • • • 

we would read-
1. 6lJ\)fJi C'.!!J GL o$eiort.5J&tru Gu(!5LD.16fTITQJT I 1. Sva sti Sri GL AI}pi!aip Perumi!ina TOI}~aj 

$.I • 
G/f-ITfiIIlf!fiIl)L- • • 

2. #;1 pjpjL...L..I66is1 LDtD f'O-j 2. tu diti~ta tanmam 1'12... 

Hail! prosperity! The gi '. made after worshipping (praising) by Al}pilaipperumil alias TOI}~ai • 
or 

flail! prosperity! The renowned (praised) ~ift (made br) AIlpi!aipperomil alias T0!il~ai . •• " 
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the immediately preceding Early Chola period. Both series contain images, such as the 
Natesa shown in Coomaraswamy's pI. i and the Umasahita of his pI. ii, fig. 3,' comparable 
with stone sculptures in Indian temples of the Vijayanagar (and subsequent) periods, 
and images such as the Natesa of his pI. ii, fig. 2 and the Parvati of'his pI. vii, fig. 12 show­
ing evidence of Cingalese influence s; but only the series from Siva Devale NO.5 contains 
any that we feel can be classed as being of Chola type, these being the Surya shown in 
Coomaraswamy's pI. vii, the Parvati shown in his pI. x, fig. 23, probably also the Chandi­
kesvara shown in his pI. ix and the Natesa3 shown in his pI. iv, and possibly the Siva 
shown in his pI. v, fig. 8, and the two Sundaramurtis shown in his pI. viii. 

Whether any of the images are even approximately contemporaneous with their 
temples is open to considerable doubt. Siva Devale NO.5 is in Early Chola style, but 
only two known South Indian Hindu metal images' can yet be dated with certainty 
earlier than the Later Chola Period, to which period belong all the other definitely 
datable images of Chola type.' Siva Devale No.1 is in Later Chola style, yet none of 
its images are distinctively Chola at all; and among the images from both these temples 
there are as already mentioned a number that are more comparable to those of the 
subsequent Vijayanagar period. This suggests that the builders of these temples put all 
their available resources into the building and that in each case a considerable interval 
may have elapsed before any metal images were installed in them. Such images might 
naturally continue to be added from time to time throughout the period of the temples' 
prosperity. Those showing Cingalese influence are. presumably to be reckoned among 
the later specimens. 

Polonnaruwa ceased to be the capital in the first half of the thirteenth century, but 
evidently remained a place of some importance at least till the beginning of the next 
century, when a Cingalese king again lived there.5 There is reason to believe that the 
Tamil King of Jaffna dominated a large part of the island as late as the second half of 
the fourteenth century.6 And there seems to be nothing to show precisely when the. 
Tamil colony of Polonnaruwa declined. There is, however, one strong argument against 
the probability of any of the .Polonnaruwa images dating from as late as the Vijaya~agar 
period of South India (A.D. 1350-1600). Codrington7 sums up thus the period of the 
Dambadeniya and Gampo\a Cingalese kings (A.D. 1215-~41I)-" The whole period is one 
of slow decline. The Lankatila and Gadaladeniya temples are the only -buildings of 
note, and Dambadeniya, Kurunegala, and Gampola are in marked contrast to Polonnaruwa 

'There is such a close resemblance between these two image~, both in face and ornamentation, as to make 
probable their being the work of the same craftsman. 

2 See Gangoly, "South Indian Bronzes," pp. 66-69 and above, p. 35. 

• Co.lcerning this image see below, pp. 109 and 112. 

~ See above p. 42. 

5 Codrington, " A Short History of Ce'y Ion", p. 80. 
6 Codrington, loc. cit., p. 84. 
7 [.(lC. cit., pp. 86-87. 
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in the absence of structural re~ains. Even the Tooth Relic temple erected by Para­
krama Bahu II in his early years had to be rebuilt before the end of the reign. An 
incontrovertible sign of national proverty is the fact, attested by a contemporary work, 
that by the time of Parakrama Bahu IV the' gold massa' had become a copper coin." 
Several South Indi.an rulers of the Vijayanagar period have left inscriptions in which 
they are referred to as conquerors of Ceylon. But there is nothing to show that they 
interested themselves in any Hindu community or temples either in Polonnaruwa or 
~lsewhere in the island, even if the conquests are genuine .. 

No conclusive evidence as to the latest possible date for the latest of the Polon­
naruwa images seems, however, to be available. 

I 

CHARACTER AND GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TREASURE 
TROVE FINDS FROM SOUTH INDIA. 

All available details of treasure trove finds in the Madras Presidency for each year 
are now carefully recorded in appendices to the Annual Administration Report of the 
Government Museum; but unfortunately only finds.of coins were recorded in detail prior 
to the report for 1927-28. From then onwards, however, all images, etc., have been 
recorded as well. 

In the following list will be found details of all South Indian tre3.sure trove finds of 
Hindu metal images, so far as these can be traced in the registers of the Madras Museum. 
The reference numbers quoted are those used in the following catalogue. Images to 
which 1'10 number is added are not in the Museum collection. Images which we consider 
to be of Chola type are marked with an asterisk. (*) " more doubtful specimens that 
seem to be alJiedto them being marked with a cross (t)'. Articles other than images are 
not included. Concerning them reference may be made to the Madras Museum Annual 
Reports in the case of finds noted as having been recorded in them. 

EAST GQDA V ARI DISTRICT. 

Bhadrachalam Taluk. 

Kapugompalli, 1927-Ann. Rep. 1927-28, p. 9· 
Chandrasekhara 6. 

GUNTUR DISTRICT. 

Ongole Taluk. 

Chimalfurti, 192~Ann. Rep. 1929-30. 
Vishnu II and 18 (latter with 

Lakshmi). '. 
Lakshmivaraha 4. 
Narasimha 3 and 4. 
Rama and Sita 8. 
Balakrishna 5'. 

Lakshminarayana 1 and 2. 

Sri Devi and Bhri Devi 6-13· 

1 See above, pp. 32-33, where the distribution of finds containing stich images is also discussed. 
B Also & Teprel;entation of Balakrishna among the branches of a tree which, not being an image for worship has 

not been included in the catalogue. It probably formed part of a prabha. 
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Chimakurti, 1929--cont. 
Navanitakrishna 8-10. 
Kaliyakrishna 3. 

GUNTUR DISTRICT-cont. 

Ongole Taluk-cont. 

Venugopala 4-12 (most with Ruk­
mini and Satyabhama). 

Alvar 3. 
Nammalvar 7. 
Conch I. 
Discus 2. 
Paduka 3 and 4. Rukmini 7. 

Garuda 3-4. 

Ulukur, 1912. 

Satyabhaina 3. 

NELLORE DISTRICT. 

Kovur Taluk. 

Nellore Taluk. 

Nellore Town, 1913-Gangoly (I) pl. XXiXl. 
Somaskanda 2. 
Parvati 9. 
Ganesa 4-

BalasubrahmanyaI. 
Chandikesvara 7. 

Pottempalem, 1930-Ann. Rep. 1930-31, p. 9. 
Unidentified 2. 

Ailurli, 1920. 

Dvarapalaka I~ 

Tiruve1angadu, 1907. 
Chandrasekara 5. 
Somaskanda 4. 
Natesa 4-5. 

Rapur Taluk. 

Dvantpalika I. 

CHITTOOR DISTRICT. 

Tiruttani Taluk. 

Virabhadra I. 
Ardhanarisvara I. 

Ganesa 3. 
Bhairava 4 (Svarnakarshana Bhai­

rava). 
Kannappa Nayanar 1-2. 

[G.S. I, 2, 

1 A metal bell, 7 mehl·lamps (broken), copper conch, 8 metal horns and pipes, metal tiruvatchi, broken pieces 
or metal harati plates, 3 shell conches and a stone tripod were found with these images. 
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NORTH ARCOT DISTRICT. 

Cheyyar Taluk. 

Ramakrishnapuram, 1927-Ann. Rep. 1927-28, p. 9. 
Kali 8; also another specimen. 

Vellore Taluk. 
Vellore, 1913. 

Rama, Sita and Lakshmana 2. Discus 5. 

SmjTH ARCOT DISTRICT. 

Cuddalore Taluk. 

Kandarakottai, 1927-Ann. Rep. 1927-28, pp. Io-n. 
This find, which included a number of articles used in temple worship a~ 

well as the following images, was made within the precincts of a ruined Siva temple 
which, according to local tradition, was built by a Chola king named Madhu­
ran taka, whom we have not been able to identify, and destroyed during a 
Mohammadan raid. The image of a worshipping king, presumably Madhurantaka, 
is the only one the Museum was able to acquire, the rest being retained ·by the 
village for worship. A copper conch bearing the inscription KfJ1)4tJmuttu nat/an 
muq.aiyan in the Tamil script of the Later Chola period was among the articles found. 

Somaskanda. Appar. 
Parvati (two images). Tirujnana Sambandha. 
Balasubrahmanya. - Worshipper (king) I. 

Chandikesvara. 

Site not specified, 1886. 
Somaskanda 3. 

SALEM DISTRICT. 

Attur Taluk. 

Belur, 1916. 
The following images were found, together with various temple articles, close to the 

walls of the Tandonisvara (Siva) temple, to which those not acquired were restored. 
It is presumed that they were hidden at the time of a Mohammadan invasion::-

Satyabhama 41• Parvati 4, also two others. 
Pradoshamudi. Ganesa, two images. 
Somaskanda. Balasu brahmanya. 
Vinadhara Dakshinamurti 4. * Chandikesvara I. 

Natesa 2. Sula. 

1 The identification of this image as Satyabbama rather than as Parvati, which is based OD the manner of 
securing the hair, is rendered somewhat doubtful by the rest of the images of the &nd being exclusively Sainte. 

7 
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TAN]ORE DISTRICT. 

Arantangi Taluk. 

Seyyanam, 1906. 
Vinadhara Dakshinamurti 3. 

Panchanadikulam, 1910~ 
Sor.laskanda. 
Dakshinamurti. 
Natesa. 

Kilasetti Taluk. 

Parvati 1. 
Sivakamasundari. 
Ganesa. 

Kumbakonam Taluk. 

Harischandrapuram, 1926-Ann. Rep. 1926-21, p. 5. 
t Surya I. 

Mullangudi, 1917. 
Vamana I. 

Natesa 6. 
Parvati. 

Sayanapuram, 1910. 
Sulapidari I. 

Subrahmanya 4-
Sula. 

MannargudiTaluk. 

Tirukkalar, 1921-Ann. Rep. 1920-21; p. 3. 
Vishnu. " Parvati 2. 

t Kankalamutti I. Goddess not identified. 

Mayavaram Taluk. 

Komal,1896. 
Vishnu 10 and 17. latter with Devis. Two goddesses not identified. 

Kurichi, 1926-Ann. Rep. 1926-27, p. 5. 
Parvati 8. Tirujnana Sambandha 4-
Manikka vachakar I. 

Nidur, 1931-Ann. Rep. 1930-31, p. 9. 
Umasahita 2. t Chandikesvara 4. 

It Somaskanda I. 

Nannilam Taluk. 

Abhi'IJriddhiS'IJaram, 1907. 
Pradoshamurti 3. 
Somaskanda. 

I Tirujnana Sambandha. 

(G.S.I.2, 
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T AN]ORE DISTRICT-cont. 

Nannilam Taluk-cont. 

Kankoduttavanitham, 1929-Ann. Rep. 1928-29, p. 6. 
Garuda I. I Parvati 3· 
Natesa 7. 

Kilappudanur, 1919. 
Vishapaharana I. Manikkavachakar 3. 

Manjakkudi, 1921-Ann. Rep. 1921-22, p. 3. 
Yoganarasimha 5 with Lakshmi. 

Muhandanl4r, 1930-Ann. Rep. 1929-30, p. 7. 
Tirujnana Sambandha 3. 

Panangattangudi, 1924-Ann. Rep. 1923-24, p. 3. 
• Chandrasekhara 4. Parvati, two specimens.· 
• Pradoshamurti I. Balasubrahmanya 4. 
• Umasahita 4. Chandikesvara 5. 

Natesa! Manmatha I with Rati. 
Parittiyur, 1925-Ann. Rep. 1925-'-26, p. 5. 

Balakrishna II. 

Polagam, 1920. 
Vishnu 6 and 15, former with Devis. 
Vaikunthanatha I, with Devis. 
Varaha 2. 

Balakrishna 13. 
Sikkil, 1909. 

Garuda 2. 

Hanuman 3. 
Arjuna I. 
Goddess not identified. 

51 

The following images were found within the precincts 
repairs, together with a conch, lamp and plates :-

of the Siva temple during 

Umasahita 5. I . Subrahmanya. 
Parvati. SuI a 2. 

Negapatam Taluk. 
Eraiyankudi, 1919-Ann. Rep. 1919-20, p. 3. 

Parvati. 
Kali 3. 

Karappidagai, 1920. 
Yasoda-Krishna 4. 
Chandrasekhara 7. 
Kali 4. 
Aiyanar 2. 

1 Now in the collection of the Madras School of Arts. 

Ganesa. 
Balasubrahmanya 2. 

Worshippers 3 and 4. 
Gramadevata Pujari (?) 9. 
Male figures IO-II. 

Female figures 12-16. 

lOne of them passed from the Museum collection to that of the late Mr. C. W. E. Cotton, I.C.S., by whom it was 
bequeathed to Eton College. A well executed figure, but of no particular interest. 

7-A 
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Nilappadi, 1919. 
Vishnu. 
Kaliyakrishna I. 

Okkur, 1919. 
t Chandrasekhara 3. 

Pradoshamurti. 
Natesa9. 

Bulletin, Madras Government Museum. 

T ANJORE DISTRICT-cont. 

Negapatam Taluk-cont. 

Krishna 2. 
Two goddesses not identified. 

* Parvati I, also another. 
t Chandikesvara 3. 

Tiruppundi. 1925-Ann. Rep. 1925-26, p. 5. 
• Chandrasekhara 2. 

Velankanni, 1872. 
Natesa 3. t Ganesa I. 

• Mahesvari 1. * Chandikesvara 2. 
Vadak~uppanaiyur, 1915. 

[G.s. I, 2. 

Vishnu. • Rama I, with Sita and Lakshmana. 
• Srinivasa 2, with Devis. ... Hanuman I. 

Vadakkuppoyyur, 1923-Ann. Rep. 1923-24, p. 3. 
Chandrasekhara 8. Chandikesvara 6. 
Chandrasekhara, another image. 
Somaskanda, two images. 
Natesa. 
Parvati 12, also two others. 
Valli. 

Manikkavachakar 2. 
Appar. 
Tirujnana Sambandlla I. 

Sula. 
Worshipper 2. 

Papanasam Taluk. 

Pandarm'adai, 1924.,.-Ann. Rep. 1924-25, p. 6. 
Vishnu 7; also two other specimens I Balakrishna 10. 

with Devis. Kaliyakrishna 2. 

Pattukkottai Taluk. 

Adaikkattevan, 192o-Ann. Rep. 1920-21, p. 3. 
Natesa 8. I Sivakamasundari. 

Adallakkottai, 1923-Ann. Rep. 1923 ·24, p. 3. 
'{he following images were found in a broken bronze pot, the mouth of which was 

closed. by a brass harati plate:-
Santanagopala 3. Balakrishna 2-4. 

Senniyanvidudi, 192o-Ann. Rep. 1920-21, p. 3. 
• Kali 6. I Sula 1. 

Valtur, 1929-Ann. Rep. 1929-30, p. 7. 
Srinivasa S' with Devis, 
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T AN]ORE DISTRICT-cont. 

Shiyali Taluk. 
Peruntottam, 1916. 

* Vishnu I, with Devis. 
Peruntottam, 1918. 

Rama 3. with Sita and Lakshmana. 
Venugopala 14. 
Rukmini and Satyabhama I. 

Punganur, 1914. 
Pradoshamurti. 
Somaskanda. 

t Natesa I. 

Hanuman 2. 
Paduka 2. 

Parvati. 
Valli. 
Devasena. 

Tanjore Taluk. 

Thogur, 1925-Ann. Rep. 1925-26, p. 5. 
Yasoda-Krishna 6. 
Balakrishna 6 and 15. 
Alvar 8 (Periyalvar). 
Alvar 10 (Tondaradippodi). 
Bhairava 2. 

Parvati 5. 
Ganesa 5· and 9. 
Aiyanar 5, 7 and 8. 
Rati I. 

Tirutturaippundi Taluk. 
Jambavanodai, 1916. 

Parvati II. 

Koyilpatti, 1909. 
Kaliyakrishna. 
Rukmini 2. 

Rayanallur, I921....:....Ann. Rep. 1921-22, p. 3. 
Vishnu, two specimens with Devis. 

Settipulam, 1923. 
Pradoshamurti. 
Somaskanda. 
Natesa. 
Parva ti, two specimens. 

I Parvati 16. 
Other images not identified. 

It Durga I. 

Balasubrahmanya 5; also another. 
Ganesa. 
Manikkavachakar 4. 

Settipulam, 1927-Ann. Rep. 1927-28, pp. II-12. 
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The following images were found in the village, together with a number of articles 
for use in temple worship :­

Chandrasekhara 9.· 
* Umasahita I. 

Vishapaharana 2. 
Parvati, two specimen$. 

t Ganesa 2. 
Balasubrahmanya. 
Manikka vachakar. 
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TAN]ORE DISTRICT-cant. 

Tirutturaippundi Taluk-cont. 

Sirupallayur, I929-Ann. Rep. 1928-29, pp. 5-6. 
Vishnu 8. I * Srinivasa I, with Devis. 

Tttraikkadu, 1917. 
t Kali I. 

Kali 2. 

Vadakadu, I929-Ann. Rep. 1929-30, p. 7. 
t Srinivasa 3. 

Sites not specijied-
1907; Sukhasana 1. 

19II; Umasahita 3. 
I9II; Vinadhara Dakshinamurti 2. 
1916; Bhairava I. 

I t Mahishasuramardani I. 

1916; Parvati 6, 13, 14 and 17. 
• 1916; Aiyanar 4. 

1916; Tirujnana Sambandha 2. 

TRICHINOPOLY DISTRICT. 

Musiri Taluk. 
Srinivasanallur, 1914. 

Vishnu, two images. 
Srinivasa 4. 
Sri Devi and Bhu Devi. 
Balakrishna 16. 

Uppiliyapuram, 1929-Ann. Rep. 1928-29, p. 6. 
Yasoda-Krisna I. 

Hanuman6. 
Alvar II (Tirumangai). 
Chakra. 
Other images, etc. 

Perambalur Taluk. 
Vembavur, I927-Ann. Rep. 1927-28, p. 9. 

Chandrasekhara, two specimens. 
Pradoshamurti 2, 4 and one other. 
Parvati, two specimens. 

Balasubrahmanya 3. 
Appar I. 

Trichinopoly Taluk. 
Mallachipuram (near Kambarasampettai), 1893. 

Balakrishna 8. 
Sirugamani, 1915. 

Unidentified 1. 

Srirangam, 1912. 
Vishnu. Navanitakrishna 3-5. 

Krishna. 

[G.S. I, 2. 

Sri Devi and Bhtt Devi 4 and 5. 
Yoganarasimha 6. Rukmini and Satyabhama 5 and6. 
Balakrishna 17. 
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TRICHINOPOLY DISTRICT-cont. 

Trichinopoly Taluk--cont. 

Tiruvarambur, 1908. 
Balakrishna 14; also two other specimens. 

Ulundangudi, 1908. 
Vishnu. Krishna. 
Dhanvantari 2. 
Sri Devi. 

Ganesa. 
Mahaganapati II. 
Aiyanar 10, II, 13 and another. 
Saptamatrikas. 
Two goddesses not identified. 
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Bhu Devi 1. 

Lakshmivaraha. 
Balaktishna 1 and 9. 
Venugopala 13. Hunter (presumably Kannappa Nayanar). 

Tennur, 1923. 
Varadaraja 4. 
Navanitakrishna 14. 

MADURA DISTRICT 

Madura Taluk. 

I Nandi 1. 

Periyakulam Taluk. 

Ammapatti, 1925-Ann. Rep. 1924-25, p. 6. 
Sri Devi and °Bhu Devi 14. 

Sivaganga Taluk. 
Tiruppuvanam, 1905. 

Varadaraja I, with Devis. 
Tiruppuvanam, 1910. 

The following were found in an underground chamber in the temple :-
Vishnu 9 and 14, former with Devis. Alvar I. 

Sri Devi 2; also another. Alvar 4 (Tirumalisai). 
Balakrishna. Alvar 9 (Tondaradippodi). 
Navanitakrishna I. 

RAMN AD DISTRICT. 

Tiruppattur Taluk. 

Naikuppam, 1928-Ann. Rep. 1928-29, pp. 4-5. 
Vishnu 12. Madurai-Viran I. 

Yasoda-Krishna 2 and 3. 
Satya bhama 8-9. 
Durga 4 and 5. 
Ganesa 7. 
Aiyanar 6, 9 and 14-

Karuppannaswami 2-5. 
Kulla-Karuppan 6. 
Chappani·Karuppan 7. 
Sangili-Karuppan·8. 
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RAMNAD DISTRICT-cont. 

Tiruppatt~.,. Taluk-cont. 

Pattarakkudi, I9II. 
The following image~ were found in a plain by the side of the Vishnu temple in the 

village :-

Dhanvantari I. 

Rama. 
Santanagopala. 
Kaliyakrishna. 
Venugopala 2 and 3. 

Sokkallathanputtur, 1915. 

Rukmini. 
Satyabhama. 
Three goddesses. not identified. 
Andal. 

Srivilliputtur Taluk. 

Standing male and female figures combined back to back (worshippers, etc., 5). 

TINNEVELLY DISTRICT. 

Ambasamudram Taluk. 

Shermade1Ji.-Ann. Rep. Arch. Dept., Southern Circle, 19II-I2, paragraph 41, p. 6. 

The following images, purchased by the Madras Museum in 1931, belong to the 
find above noted:-

Vishnu 19. I Krishna I, with Rukmini and Satyabhama. 

From the above list it will be seen that almost all the images whose history is known 
come from an area extending from the Ramnad District in the south to the Chittoor and 
North Arcot di~tricts in the north, i.e., from within the confines of the ancient Pandya 
and Chola kin,gdoms. 

. From north of this region only three finds have been received. From Nellore town 
come five large images, all in the usual South Indian style. From Chimakurti, Ongole 
Taluk, G~ntur District, c~mes a find containing severai very remarkable images; and 
from Kapugompalli, East Godavari, a single figure of Chandrasekhara wliich is rather 
crude and somewhat suggestive of a.village god. 

The Chimakurti imag.es are all of them small, all are Vaishnavite and four (Lakshmi­
narayana, Rama and the two Garuda,s) bear the Vadagalai namam. More than half are of 
Venugopala and his two. consorts. Most of these conform to the usual type, but five sets 
show unusual features, three of them di:fferin~ completely from all other images with which 
we are acquainted .. In one of these (No. 10, pl. x) the loin-cloth of all three figures is 
fastened in front with a most elaborate knot and is carried straight across behind from 
one leg to the other without being tucked up between them; Venugop'ala wears a coronet· 



1932.] Hindu MeJallmages. 57 

though his consorts have no headdress ; all three have their hair fastened in a knot of 
curious shape at the back of the head; and Venugopala wears a dagger on his right side. 
In another(~o. II, pl. viii and xi) Venugopala also wears a coronet though his consorts do 
not, but his hair is differently tied from theirs and even in him it is less elaborate than in 
the set already described; he has no dagger, but has a huntsman's hom slung over his 
left shoulder; and the loin-cloth is drawn up between the legs behind as well as in frc1nt. 
The third set (No. 12) h;of the same general type as these, but Venugopala has neither 
corenet, hom nor deJ,gger, and all three figures are of much cruder workmanship. In 
another s.et (No.9, pl. xi), all three figures are without headdress; and the manner of 
tyi!lg the hair, though less unusual than in the foregoing three sets, suggests affinity 
with them. Neither horn nor dagger appear. In the last of these five sets (No.8) Venu­
gopala's coronet and the manner in which his hair is tied also suggest a possible affinity 
with the first three. The headdresses of his consorts, though evidently designed so as 
to be in keeping with his coronet, are not otherwise unusual; and there is nothing else 
specially distinctive about any of the three figures. 

A dagger is also found, but this time on the left side, in the single figure of Kaliya­
krishna from this find .. This fi.gure is not otherw ise remarkable except that .instead of 
having the form of a naked child it has an ample loin-cloth. 

There are two figures of Narasimha (Nos. 3 and 4, pI. ~x) almost identical except 
as regards size and the presence of a prabha in the larger one only, but very different 
from any other South Indian Narasimha known to us. 

Of the remaining figures, Rama and Sita (No.8) and seated Vishnu and LakshmP 
(No. 18) show evidel1t traces of grama de vat a (village god) influence, and the single 
standing Vishnu (No. II, pI. ix) suggests. possible slight affinity to the remarkable 
Venugopala sets already described. The canonical positions of the chank and the discus 
are reversed in this last figure. The two figures of Garuda, one seated and the other 
standing (Nos. 3 and 4, pI. viii), agree with each other in having large semi-circular 
ornaments behind the ears and in a treatment of the wings that differs somewhat from 
that of other Garudas in the Madras Museum collection; but we doubt if any special 
!!\ignificance can be attached to this. None of the other figures show any noteworthy 
peculiarity except, perhaps, the short hair of the Navanitakrishnas. 

The Chimakurti find thus contains figures of two Vishnu incarnations, Narasimha 
and Venugopala, completely different in treatment from hny other known South Indian 
images. The former can probably be attributed to northern influence, the face closely 
resembling that of a stone Narasimha from Bundelkhund in the collection of Mr. Ajit Ghosh 
of Calcutta of which we have seen a photograph, and the flattened knob on the top of the 
head closely resembling the lotus seen in this position in the stone figure of Narasimha at 

1 The stand and prabha which appeared to belong to these images when the account of the find was drawn up 
for the .Annual Report of the Museum (1929-30, p. 8) prove on cleaning not to fit the devi ima&e at all. There is 
thereroreno occasion to regard her as Bhu Devi rather than as Lakshmi, and the latter identification fits best. 

8 
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Badami shown in pI. xliii of Vol. I, pt. i of Gopinatha Rao's "Elements of Hindu Icono­
graphy." Both these northern sculptures show Narasimha standing in a manner quite 
unfamiliar in the south, and the Badami one stands very much as in the two images now 
under consideration, except that the bend of the body is in the opposite direction. Jhe 
Chimakurti images have only a single pair of arms each, whereas the Badami figure has 
two pairs, and the one from Bundelkhund still more. 

The peculiarities of the Venugopala sets do not seem to admit of any such simple 
explanation, though as our knowledge of images other than South Indian is very. limited 
we must not be too certain. The unexpected appearance in some of these' figures of a 
huntsman's horn or a dagger suggests t1 .' possibility that they may possibly be connected. 
with some hunting tribe,> a suggestL . that would receive confirmation if such .a tribe, 
tying their dhoties in the manner sh· ';'11 in pI. x, should prove to inhabit the district 
where the images were found. This, however, is a matter which we have not been able 
to investigate. 

With two exceptions all finds from within the confines of the ancient Chola kingdom 
consist, at least mainly, of images in characteristic South Indian style. The exceptions 
are the finds from Karappidagai, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District (1920) and 
from Naikuppam, Ramnad District (1928). All images from the former of these finds, 
and all but one of those from the latter, are more or less crude, many of them extremely 
so (see pI. xxiii); and their physiognomy, especially in the latter find, is suggestive of that 
characteristic of primitive village gods rather than of the more cultured style of image 
with which this catalogue chiefly deals. That the Naikuppam find at least was con­
nected with a grama de vat a shrine is further indicated by the f'act that about half the 
images in it represent Aiyanar's attendants. The only figure of Aiyanar himself from 
this find (Aiyan~r No. 14) is the only one which is really well executed, and this in spite 
Jf the fact that it is also the smallest. 

The find from Tiruvelangadu, Chittoor District, in the extreme north of the Chola 
kingdom, presents a number of points of special interest. All the images from it are 
in the Madras Museum collection. Bhairava NO.4 (pI. xx) and Ardhanarisvara No.1 
(pl. xx), resemble images of Ch , type but are so crude in finish as to make satisfactory 
comparison impossible. 

Kannappa Nayanar images are difficult to ·compare on account of their special 
cqstume; and though the simple and realistic treatment of No.1 (pl. xix), including the 
loin-cloth as seen under his leather apron behind, suggests Chol~ affinities, the long neck­
lace and the bolq relief of the dagger", etc.;may perhapE' point to a later date. Kannappa 
Nayanar No.2 (pI. xix) is a larger image of more delicate workmanship, suggestive of a 

lIt must, however, be remembered that a dagger is often present in Balakrishna images. 
S This may, bowever, be comp&.' with that of the image of Kulottunga III in tbe temple at Kalabasti (see 

above, p. 31), which is situated nbt veey far from Tiruvelangadu. 
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more recent date, but the right arm of this image, and the upper part of the bow ca:rried 
on the left arm, each bear an ornament remarkably like the projecting elbow ornament 
that we have come to regard as peculiar to images of Chola type. There is, however, the 
possibility that 3 this image, as the ornament is present on the right arm but riot on the' 
left, it may repr sent the katika1Ja which is regularly worn by Hindus even to-day when 
under a vow; for as a symbol of determination this would be very suitable for Kapn;lppa 
Nayanar. It is perhaps significant that, unlike the special elbow ornament of the Chola 
type of image, it is not borne on the string immediately above the elbow, but on a second 
string immediately above this. The Lakshmana associated with Rama No.1 (pI. vii) also 
has such an ornament on the right arm only, though the Rama and. Sita of the set have it 
on both arms; but it is on a string close to the elbow. The associated Hanuman (No. I) 
does not show it at all. 

Chandrasekhara No. 5 (pl. xx), Virabhadra No. 1 and Ganesa NO.3. (pl. xxii), 
especially the two former, are large and well executed figures of ordinary type. Soma­
sk~nda NO.4 (pI. xv), is a small image, unusually suggestive of life and vigour and with 
many of its decorative features cast in unusually bold relief, particularly in the head­
dresses. Concerning Natesas Nos. 4 and 5 (pI. xviii) see below, pp. no-nl, whe;eOit is 
pointed out that their agreements an: such as to suggest that the maker of NO.5, which 
is much the larger and more elaborate of the two, must have been acquainted either with 
No.4, or possibly with some earlier image which influenced both. A similar hypothesis 
may be suggested in regard to the two images of Kannappa Nayanar; but in them the 
similarities dre less definite and, as we know of no other images of this saint with which 
to make comparison, their significance must for the present remain very uncertain. 

The Tiruvelangadu find as a whole is remarkable for the grace and vigour of many of 
its images and for the bold relief in which their detail is often treated. But all its images 
are not alike in this, and the heavy stiffness of the otherwise well executed ima~.e~f 
Virabhadra forms a striking contrast to the gracefulness of the crudely finished image of 
Ardhanarisvara. In other respects, too, the images vary ·so greatly among themselves 
that we can only conclude that they are the work of a number of different people. 
Though situated near the far northern border of the ancientChola kingdom, Tiruvelan­
gadu is known to have Chola associations; for in 1905 a copper,..plate grant made to 
the temple there by Rajendra Chola I, dated A.D. 1016-17, now in the Mad@§ Museum 
collection, was found.in an underground chamber in the temp~e. It is not unl~kely, there-­
fore, that some of its images may be Chola. The two Nate::>as carinot.,however, we think 
belong to this period, for in addition to their long necklaces Doth show on the right a 
loop in the vaist band which is present neither in Natesa No. I nor in any of the three 
Natesas from Polonnaruwa, as well as traces of flowing ends to this band on the left whiCb 
are found in only one of these images and that one which we are inclined to ascribe (for 
reasons already given above, p. 46) to the close of the Polonnaruwaperiod, whenever 
that may have been. We say traces, as unfortunately they are broken short j·n N0.5 and 
are represented in NO.4 only by a scar, having evidently been somewhat imperfectly 

8-A 
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attached in the casting and having at some time come off and been lost. The hair is 
unfortunately missing in both images, together with about half the prabha of NO.4 and 
practically the whole of that of NO.5. The moulding of the emblems of the headdress in 
the round in No.5 suggests a later date for this image than for NO.4. But how far this 
is really significant requires further consideration. 

It has been usual to treat in the round from very early times all emblems held in the 
hands, whether of Siva, Vishnu or any other deity; and i.n at least one image of Chola 
type from the Tanjore District--Umasahita No.1 (pI. xiv)-there is a tendency to treat the 
emblems found in Siva's headdress similarly, particularly the cobra. A similar tendency 
as regards t~e emblems of the headdress of Ardhanarisvara No. I, in this case most 
marked in the crescent, does not therefore necessarily imply that this image cannot be of 
Chola age. Images, the detail of which is treated in-unusually bold relief, have already 
been noted as forming a considerable proportion of the find under consideration j and 
reasons have beerl given for supposing that the images of this find are not all of the same 
age. This suggests that in this find we have examples, apparently the only ones yet 
known, of a local school of sculptors, showing in much of their work a style distinct from 
and often superior to that in more general use in South India, especially Tanjore. The 
images form a series commencirig with simple forms that might well date from Chola 
times, and ending in more highly developed forms, culminating in Natesa NO.5. The 
treatment of this image is more comparable with the best work of the Vijayanagar period 
or even later, than with any which can b~ proved to belong to the Chola period; But this 
may be at least partly due to the tendency t.o bold relief noted even in some of the 
simplest images of the find. If thi!; school lasted for any very long time it is surprising 
that no other images belonging to it have come to light; and as neither the earliest nor the 
latest dates suggested for it above can be regarded as more than probabilities, based 
solely on style, it is not unlikely that it lasted for a shorter period than these d~tes seem 
to imply. 

Umasahita No. 1 (pI. xiv), the image to which reference has been made as ()ne of 
Chola type in which the emblems in the headdress .are shown in particularly bold relief, 
comes from Settipulam in the Tirutturaippundi Taluk of Tanjore District. Two finds 
have been made here, one in .1923 and the other in 1927. From the former orily two 
images are available for reference, Balasubrahmanya No.5 which is somewhat crude, and 
Manikkavachakar No. 4 which is particularly well executed. From the latter find 
Umasahita No. I, which has already been noticed, is much the best ; but in addition to 
this there are three oth~rs in the collection, all of them of special interest. Ganesa NO.2 
(pI. xxii), is a somewhat crude image, the conical headdress espacially of which suggests 
a possible affinity to the unusual image of Parvati, now in the collection of Mr. B. N. 
Treasurywala of Bombay, described and figured on pp. 16~18 of Rupam for April­
October, 1930, by Dr. Stella Kramrisch, who assigns to it Pallava' affinities, unfortunately 
without detailed proof. 'Chandrasekhara No.9 and Vishapaharana No.2 (pI. xiii), differ 
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greatly from images in characteristic South Indian style, but closely resemble both each 
other and the somewhat better executed Chandrasekhara No.8 (pl. xiii), from Vadakkup­
poyyur, as well as-though much less closely-Durga NO.4 from Naikuppam, Ramnad 
District, and Chandrasekhara No. 3 (pI. xiii), from Okkur. Through Durga NO.4 these 
im2.ges seem to be related to crude images leading on to the grama devata type; but 
through Chandrasekhara No. 3 they seem to be related to images of Chola type, one of 
which as already noted was found with them. It thus seems likely that the whole find 
may be an early one, in which case they are of interest as . showing that styles other 
than the more prevalent ones already described have also existed. Chandrasekhara 
No.8 is more elaborate and better executed than either of the other two images with 
which we have grouped it, and the images with which it was found suggest that it is 
likely to be of later date. 

The find from Be/ur, Salem District, included, as already noticed, the only South 
Indian Hindu metal image on which a date has been found, this date corresponding to 
A.D. ISII. Of the images found with it four are in the Madras Museum collection. 
Chandikesvara No. I (pI. xix) has all the characteristics of the Chola type of image, 
including even the projecting. elbow ornaments; Dakshinamurti NO.4 (pI. xix) is in the 
same general style, the treatment of the short loin-cloth being particularly characteristic, 
but the necklaces are comparatively slender and without any fringe of pendants; Satya­
bhama NO.4 and Parvati NO.4 show nothing that Can be regarded as particularly 
distinctive of any phase of development, as does also Natesa No.2 (pl. xvi), apart from 
its dated inscription. It seems likely that all these images, except Chandikesvara No. ! 

which is probably older, may date from the same, i.e., the Vijayanagar period. 

The Turaikkadu find is unusual inasmuch as all the three images of which it 
consists are Sakta Devi images which .seem to be more or less Closely allied to the Chola 
type, especially Mahishasuramardani No. I and Kali No.1. 

THE MADRAS MUSEUM COLLECTION-MATERIAL AND METHODS 
EMPLOYED IN CATALOGUING. 

Most of the images in the Madras Museum collection which have already been 
figured are shown either in Gopinatha Rao's "Elements of Hindu Iconography" (V~l. I, 
pts. 1 and 2, Madras, 1914; Vol. II, pts. I and 2, Madras, 1916) or in Gangoly's "S('uth 
Indian Bronzes" (Calcutta, 1915) or in thp, latter author's "Southern Indian Bronzes " 
(Calcutta, I927). It will be convenient to refer to these works simply by their author's 
names adding the Nos. I and 2 to indicate, in the former case the volume and in 
the latter the earlier and later work respectively. A few additional images have 
been figured in Krishna Sastri's " South Indian Images of Gods and Goddesses" (Madras, 
1916), Hiirliman's "Picturesque India" (Bombay, 1928) and Hooper's "Hymns of the 
Alvars " (Calcutta, London, etc., 1929)' With the exception of Rodin's detailed study 
of two of the Nataraja images (Ars Asiatica, III, 1921, pp. 7-13, pl. i-xii), and of 



Bulletin, Madras Government Museum.· [G.s. 1,2, 

Hadaway's account of the dated Nataraja from Belur (Rupam, No. X, 1922, pp. S9-6I; 2 pl.) 
illustrations in other books are practically repetitions of some of these and no attempt has 
been made to record them. 

The image of Kaliyakrishna illustrated in pI. lxiv of Gopinatha Rao's first volume, 
. fig. 26 of Krishna Sastri's book, and pI. lxvi of Gangoly's earlier and pI. <i of his later 
work, was retur!led in 1923 uLder Government Orders dated 1912, to the vi.lage of Kattu 
Edayar, South Arcot District, for worship in the temple that had been specially constructed 
for it. Figured images of Lakshmi-Narasimha (Gopinatha Rao, I, pI. xli, fig. I) and 
Valliramayi (Gangoly, I, pI. xxxix), are now in the collection of the art section of the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. The latter image was probably, we think, intended for Sri Devi rather 
than for Valli. We have been unable to trace any reference here to the Kalyanasundara 
figured by Gangoly (I, pI. xxi). 

For the sake of brevity the insignia and postures of the hands are listed on a uniform 
plan commencing with the uppermost (or hindermost) and ending with the lowest (or 
foremost), the right hand always being mentioned before the left. Thus in the first series 
of Vishnu images" discus, conch; abhaya, resting on mace" means that ~he upper right 
and left hands hold the discus and conch respectively, the lower right hand being in the 
abhaya mudra, while the ]ower left rests on a mace. 

For images mounted on pedestals two approximate J measurements of height are 
given, the first being the height of the image alone and the second the total height of 
image and pedestal together. Unless otherwise stated the latter includes the height of the 
stand, if any, to which the pedestal is fitted. In seated images the former measurement 
is always takt!n from the top of the pedestal and no allowance is made for anything that 
may hang below this . 

. Unless otherwise stated all images are made of copper, as a rule not greatly alloyed. 
Most of those without any history wer.e purchased in Madras. All images in the collection 
at the end of March, 1931, are included. 

IMAGES SPECIALLY ASSOCIATED WITH BRAHMA. . 

As Brahma has no special sect of followers in South India, images belonging to this 
group are not commonly met with and only one has yet been secured for the Madras 
Museum colltction; 

BRAHMA. 

1. BRAHMA. (Gopinatha Rao II, pl.cxlii.) Seated. Height 29, 40, with prabha 56 cm. 
Rosary, kamandalu; abhaya, varada. Purchased locally, 1906. 

1 Generally sp~aking the approxim:ltion is to the nearest centimetre in large image~ and to the nearest hilI( 
centimetre in small ones. 
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The four faces are united at the ears, of which there are likewise four, each bearing 
a large pyriform pend,ant. They are surmounted by four kirita-makutas combined into 
one. Th«e are two slender beaded necklaces. The sacred thread divides into four 
parts, of which the two outermost are short, beaded and incomplete; the inner two parts, 
which are simple, reach down to the loin-cloth on either side of the body, that on the right 
passing round and up across tlle back to the left shoulder in the usual way. The prabha 
is double-arched with flame ornaments on its outer edge. It arises from a pair of short 
and strongly curved makaras, and is surmounted by a yali head carrying a flame 
ornament. 

VAISHNA VITE IMAGES. 

VISHNU. 

The first ten images of Vishnu are all standing, the insignia and postures of their 
hands being discus, conch; ahhaya (with or without lotus), resting on mace, The trian­
gular mole between the breast and shoulder of the right side is present in most of them. 

I. VISHNU WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. (PI. i, figs. I and 2 ;' also. but without 
devis, Hiirliman, pI. I.) Height of Vishnu 65, 83 cm.; of devis 51,64 cm. Conch sinistral. 
Sri Devi without breast band. Treasure trove, Peruntottam, Shiyali Taluk, Tanjore 
District, 1916. 

Th~ simple dignified treatment and light draperies of these images suggest the 
possibility that they may date from an unusually early period. The conch resembles that 
which Jouveau-Dubreuil finds to be characteristic of stone images of the later Chola and 
Vijayanagar periods though its basal flame is rendered particularly conspicuous by being 
bent over and extended. The discus has the oblique position which he considers 
characteristic of the former, and the ornamentation which he considers characteristic of 
the latter, of these two periods. Vishnu's headdress also has the form characteristic 
of these periods, but with great~r affinity to the simpler Pallava than to the more 
ela borate modern form. 

Other noteworthy features are the realistic, though much flattened, full blown lotus 
flower borne on Vishnu's right lower hand, as,though held by its stalk between the first 
two fingers, the elegant looped knot of the sacred thre~·ds of Vishnu and Rhu Devi, the 
headdresses and elbow ornaments of the two devis (see above, pp. 27-28) and the neck­
la~es of all three figures. 

2. VISHNU. (PI. ii, fig. I.) Height 25 cm. Conch s; nistral. No pedestal. No history. 

The discus is held approximately parallel to the sagittal plane of the body with one 
flame issuing on either side from its centre and one from its upper edge as in stone images 
of the early Chola period;' but the conch lacks the central flame shown in Jouveau­
Dubreuil's illustration of its characteristic early Chola form, resembling that of Vishnu 
No. I. That these two images must be classed tog~ther has already been pointed out 
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above (pp. 25-26). The unusually broad median loop of the girdle is even less con­
ventionalised in this image than in that, an'd the lion-face ornament is absent. The 
lower right hand holds a lotus bud between the thumb and first finger, the stalk of which 
extends right across the palm of the hand to the wrist. 

3. VISHNU. (Pl. ii, fig. 3.) Height 8'5, II'S cm. Conch d<;lxtral. No history. 
Careful moulding and exquisite finish combine with decorative detail to make this 

little image one of the gems of the collection. The conch has the central flame that was 
noted as absent in Vishnu No.2, and the discus, though it has the early Chola position 
and flames, has in addition the two flames issuing from the sid~s, which in stone images 
are believed not to appear till the two central flames disappear and the discus comes to be 
held at right angles to the sagittal plane of the body in the Vijayanagar period. 
Evidentl~, therefore, the flames in metal images at least are somewhat variable, in which 
case it is not surprising to find the maximum possible number in so finely worked an image 
as this even though the position of the discus, the light draperies, the necklaces and the 
lotus bud in the lower right hand comb!ne to suggest an early date. The headdress is of 
iypi'cal Cho}a.Vijayanagar form. The necklaces are two in number; the lower one is. 

"-
somewhat broader than the upper, and its middle three or four· links bear a row of small 
pendants. The triangular mole is present. The lower part of the girdle, instead of form­

. ing the conventional median loop, extends as in Vishnu Nos. I and 2 right across both 
thighs and does not even hang very low as in those' images; and tne long ends of the 
girdle hang less stimy. There is no lion-face ornament. The form of the limbs shows 
delicately through the lower cloth. The mace bears on its outer side at its place of 
greatest thic~ness a minute crescentic process, attached by the middle of its convex side, 
suggesting a possible affinity with a crescentic-bladed battle-axe. 

4. VISHNU. Height 6'5, 8'5 cm. Conch dextral. No history. 
The image is practically a smaller edition of the last, but of somewhat coarser work­

manship. It resembles it even in such details as the simple form of the girdle and the small 
crescentic pro?ess of the mace as well as in the lotus bud in the lower right hand and the 
position of the discus. Both the conch and the discus lack, however, the central flames, 
each having three peripheral ones. And there is only one necklace, beaded but without 
pendants. 

5. VISHNU. Height 14, 18 cm. Conch dextral. No history. 
The discus with the fingers holding it are broken and missing. The basal flame of 

the conch is bent inwards asin Vishnu No. I. The mace is also mlssmg. The lower 
right hand holds a lotus bud. The necklaces are entirely plain .. The mole is strongly 
emphasized. The draperies are more definitely conventionalised than in any of the 

. preceding except, perhaps, the last~ The girdle has its conventional median loop but no 
lion-face ornament. \ ' 

6. VISHNU WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. Height of Vishnu 20, 25 cm.; of devis 
:Jl'S,2I'S cm. Conch dextral. Treasure trove, Polagam, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore 
District. 192.0. 
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The discus is held at right angles to the sagittal plane of the body and has a small 
central flame in front but not behind, as well asthe three marginal ones. The flower 
garland is present, falling well below the knees. Sri Devi leans towarc,ls Vishnu much 
more strongly than does Bhu Devi. The draperies are conventional. The constrictions 
of the devis' headdresses are not very marked, and again Sri Devi appears to have one 
less than Bhu Devi. 

7. VISHNU. Height 26, 33 cm. Conch sinistral. Pear-shaped prabha arising from 
rnakara heads as three bands with lotus flowers between the first and second, triangles 
between the second and third and flames on the outer side of the third. Treasure trove, 
Pandaravadai, Papanasam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924. 

Except for size, and for the absence of the central flame from the front of the discus, 
of the lotus from the lower right hand, of the lion-face ornament, and of the flower garland 
there is no great difference between this image and the last. The mole was perhaps 
intended to have the form of Lakshmi as in Vishnu No. 10. . The mace is missing. 

8. VISHNU. Height 23'5, 3I'5cm. Conch dextral. Treasure trove, Sirupanayur, Tirut­
turaippundi Taluk, Tanjore Dist~ict, 1929. 

This, image differ~ from No. 6 chiefly ift its larger size, in the presence of a small 
central flame issuing from the front of the conch instead of the discus, and in the absence 

'of the lotus from the lower left hand. 

9. VISHNU WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. (Gopinatha Rao I, pI. xxii; Hooper, pI. 
opposite p. 75.) Height of Vishnu 51'5, 66cm., of devis 43'55 cm. Conch dextral. Treasure 
trove, Tiruppuvanam, ~ivaganga Taluk, Madura District, 1910. 

Allthree images have girdles somewhat resembling that of Vishnu Nos. 3 and 4. 
In othet: respects they resemble rather No: 8, but are cruder and of heavier form than this 
or 'indeed any ofthe preceding. Each has only ~wo rather plain necklaces. There is a 
central flame on the front side only of both conch and discus, and the basal flame of the 
conch turns inwards. There is no lotus bud in Vishnu's lower right hand. Sri Devi has 
a sacred thread like that of Bhu Devi. Though somewhat differently decorated the head­
dresses of the two devis are alike in form, each having four deeply constricted bands. 
The end of Sri Devi's cloth projects simply above the girdJe behind, .but that of Bhu Devi, 
like that of Vishnu, is spread out in the form of a fan. 

10. VISHNU. (PI. x.iii, fig. 2; ~lsoGopinatha Rao 1, pI. xv~ii.) Height 60, 77 em. 
Conch dextral. Treasure trove, Komal, Mayava~am Taluk, Tanjore District, 1896. 

Though a better executed image than the last, it is almost as formaL Yet the discus 
is held obliquely, a position· which is generally associated with a less conventionalised 
type of image (see above, p. 28). There is, however, no lotus in the lower right hand. 
The presence of the maximum ordinary number of flames (four marginal and two central) 
on both conch and discus is in keeping with the elaborate decoration of the whole image. 
The srivatsa or 'raised triangular mole above the right breast has the form of a cross-legged 

9 
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seated figure of Lakshmi (Sri). A small circle is incised above the left breast. There are 
three necklaces, the uppermost narrow in front, hidden beneath the hair behind; the middle 
one e~larged and specially ornamented in the middle in front but not behind; and the 
third one broad throughout, highly decorated in front, less so behind. The girdle bears the 
conventiortalmedian loop and lion-face ornament. 

II. VISHNU. (Pl. ix, fig. I.) Standing. .Height 17,24 cm. Insignia, etc., as in the ten 
preceding images except that the positions of the discus and conch are reversed. Conc~ 

sinistral. Prabhapresent. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur 
District, 1929. 

The discus and conch are unduly large in proportion to the figure. The lotus hud, 
~hich is· held by its stem between the thumb and first finger of the right hand, is also 
much larger than is u~ual. The mace is missing. It evidently fitted into a deep socket 
that projects from the palm of the left hand and rested in a small cavity on the pedestal. 
The headdress, though resembling the ordinary makuta of Vishnu in shape, appears to 
have been formed from his hair as in Krishna, in view of which it is perhaps noteworthy 
thatftgures of Krishna and his wives formed.the greater part of this find. The base of 
the headdress bears a pair of backwardly and outwardly projecting wing-like processes' 
The single three-stranded necklac~ has. a three-stranded loop, with an ornament in the 
middle below, hanging from it between the breasts. The draperies, though conventional, 
are not strongly emphasized. The girdle itself is remarkably plain, but has the conven" 
tional median loop and other hangings below. 

12. VISHNU. (P1. xxiii, fig. 9.) Standing. Height 22cm. Conch (conventionalized), 
discus; abhaya, varada. No pedestal. Treasure trove, Na:kuppam, Tiruppattur Taluk, 
Ram.nad District, 1928. 

A very crude image of gram a devata type, with conch and discus interchanged from 
their correct positions as in the preceding figure. A V-shaped namam is present on the 
forehead. 

13. VISHNU WITH SRI DEVI. Standing. Height of Vishnu 13'5, 16'5 cm. ; of Sri Devi 
13, 15'5 cm. Discus, conch (dextraI); abhaya, varada. No history. 

A p~lir of well finished but otherwise crude images, presuma bly quite modern. 

14. VISHNU. Seated. Height 20, 30 cm. Discus, conch (sinistral); abhaya, ahuya­
varada. Treasure trove, Tiruppuvanam, Sivaganga Taluk, Madura DistriCt, 1910. 

The draperies and ornaments are none of them highly elaborated. The two neck­
laces are very broad in front, especial!} the low.er and larger one. The former is hidden 
by the hair behind. The latter is slendel behind, where it has two additional beaded 
strings below it. The pedestal is rectangular, with lotus base. . 

15. VISHNU. Seated. Height 6, 8'5 cm. Discus, conch (dextral); abhaya, lotus. 
Treasure trove, Polagam, Nannilam T2.1uk, Tanjore District, 1920. 
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A much smaller and somewhat more fully decorated image than the last, but with 
the folds of the clothing very lightly and unobtrusively indicated, though the necklace 
sacred thread, etc., are shown in the usual strong relief. Compare Varadaraja No.6. 

16. VISHNU. Seated. Height 10, :16 cm. Conch (sinistraI), discus; lotus, mace. No 
history. 

Both the presence of all six flames on the conch and discus, and the treatment of the 
draperies, suggest that this has been an ela1}orately decorated figure. But it i~ so corroded 
that nothing remains of the detail. Its chief interest lies in the small mace held horizon­
tally in the lower left hand, and the small lotus flower, cQrroded almost beyond recogni­
tion, that rests flat on the up-turned palm of the lower right hand. 

17. VISHNU WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. (For Bhu Dev! only, wrongly identified 
as Gouri, see Gangoly I, pI. xl.) Seated. Height of Vishnu 23, 32 cm.; of Sri pevi IS, ;25 
cm.; of Bhu Devi IS, 23 cm. Abhaya with discus, varada with conch' (dextral). Vishnu 
with prabha decorated with successive rows of lotus petals, open flowers, alternating 
squares and circles, lotus petals and flames respectively, reading from within outwards. 
Treasure trove, Komal, Mayavaram Taluk, Tanjore District, 1896. 

These images resemble Vishnus Nos. 6-8 in the treatment of detail, but besides being 
seated Vishnu bears only miniature emblems attached to the palms of his single pair of 
hands, of which the right (bearing the discus) is in the abhaya and thp left (bearing the 
conch) is in the varada position. The mole seems to have had the form of a seated. 
image of Lakshmi as in Vishnu No. 10. Vishnu wears the long flower garland as in 
No.6. The folds of his lower cloth are most elaborately represented. This cloth is 
differently shown in each of the three images. In Bhu Devi only it is decorated all over 
with a somewhat crudely executed pattern. The devis themselves are of about equal 
size, but Sri Devi's pedestal is much higher than Bhu Devi's. 

lB. VISHNU WITH LAKSHMI. Height of Vishnu 12, IS ;.of Lakshmi 7, 10 cm. Each 
with a single pair of hands. Vishnu'~ hands jnana, resting on knee; Lakshmi's holcii~g 
full-blown lotus and bael fruit in right and left respectively. Vadagalai namam present 
in both images. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

Crude figures of grama devata type. Vishnu is identified as such by his kirita­
makuta and his assQ,ciation with Lakshmi, in spite of the absence of his usual emblems, 
The backs of his hands are tattooed. Lakshmi has patra-kundalasand no breast bands. 

19. VISHNU. Seated. Height 35, SOCr.l. Discus, conch (sinistral) ; abhaya, ahuya­
varada. Purchased from the Ramaswami Temple, Shermadevi, Ambasamudram Taluk, 
Tinnevelly District, 1931. 

The general treatment i!l low relief of the decorative detail of this image suggests 
affinity with Vishnus Nos. 6, 7 and B. The flames on discus and conch are not very latge. 
The central flame is missing on the front of the conch, but present on the back. The 
pedestal is rectangular. 

9-A 
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VISHNU AS V ARADARAJA. 

Varadaraja is distinguished from other forms of Vishnu by the hands having the 
following combination of characters: discus, conch; Varada, resting on mace or katya­
valambita-hasta. In his principal image, in the Varadaraja temple at Conjeevaram, . the 
lower left hand is in the former position. But it is in the latter in all the Madras Museum 
specimens. 

His images are always standing. 

I. VARADARAJA WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. Height of Varadaraja 73, Il4 
cm.; of devis 58, 95.em. Conch dextral. The lotus pedestals of all three'images rest on 
a m~ssive stand, whieh also supports the encircling prabha. Treasure trove, Tiruppu­
van am, Sivaganga Taluk, Madura District, 1905. 

The ornamentation of this set of images is very elaborate. The basal flame of both 
conch and discus is divided into two parts, which bend in opposite directions, so that 
each appears to have five marginal flames. The latter but not the former has a central 
flame in front, but not behind. Sri Devi wears solid todus in her ears in place of the usual 
pierced patra-kundalas. Varadaraja wears three and the devis, in addition to the tali, 
two necklaces, of which the lowest is very broad and highly ornamented and supports a 
row of mango-shaped pendants. Varadaraja's mole is not of the usual simple triangular 
shape. It probably had the form of Lakshmi somewhat as in Vishnu No. 10, but backed' 
by a prabha. All details of the figure have, howe\'f'lr, now disappeared. All three figures 
wear anklets, and each has its own type of drapery, differing somewhat from that of 
the others. 

2. VARADARAJA WITH SRI DEVI, BHU DEVI, ATTENDANTS AND INCARN'ATIONS, 
(Gopinatha Rao, I, pI. xxiii.) Height (without stand) of Varadaraja II, 13'5 cm., of devis 
9, II cm. Total height of stand and prabha 40 em. The three principal images are of 
copper, everything else being of brass. No history. . 

The three principal images with Jaya and Vijaya, the door-keepers of VaikuIJlha, 
(Vishnu's heaven) on either sid~ of them, rest in sockets on an 'elaborate stand supported 
by Garuda with lions on either side of him. Above them is a prabha with a makar~ 
(on which a figure is seated) on each side at the base of the arched upper portion, a five­
headed cobra (Sesha) forming a canopy over Varadaraja; above this cobra are the ten 
major incarnations of Vishnu, the whole prabha being surmounted by the head at' a yaH. 

The three principal images are rather crude, and the only special interest atta ching 
to the set lies in their elaborate and somewhat better executed setting. The door-keepers' 
front inner hands rest on dubs, their outer ones being in the abhaya pose. Their back 
hands hold the discus and conch, the usual order being reversed in'the case of Vijaya for 
the sake of symmetry. Each of the chief eight figures is detachable from the stand, 
which is in two pieces, the prabha being in two more. Vishnu's conch is dextral, but' 
those of both door-keepers are sinistral. 



1932.] Hindu Metal Images. 

3. VAR,ADARAJA SUPPORTED BY GARUDA. Varadaraja 6'5,7 cm.; total height of 
stand and prabha IS cm. Varadaraja and prabha of copper; Garuda with stand, of 
which he forms a _part, of brass. ,No history. 

This is an inferior representa~tion of Garuda and Varadaraja with snake and yali 
prabha such as formed the middle row of the preceding set. The conch and discus are 
mlich worn. 

4. VARADARAJA AND BHU DEV!. Heights 8'5, 9'5 and 8, 9 cm. respectively. 
Treasure trove, Tennur, Madura Taluk and District, 1923. 

These images are of the crudest workmanship. Conch conventionalised. 

5. VARADARAJA .. 5'5, 7'5 cm. No history. 

A somewhat better finished image than any of the preceding Varadarajas except 
No.1. Conch conventionalised. 

6. 'V ARADARA]A. (Pl. ii, fig. 3 ; also Gangoly, I pI. lxiii.) Height 14, 18 cm. Conch 
dextral. No history. 

This image is finished in the unusually delicate style of Vishnu No. IS, not even the 
sacred thread, etc., being shown in strong relief. One strand of this thread passes to the 
back round the right side of the body. The lotus ornaments above the ears are unusually 
prominent. 

7. VARADARAJA. (Pl. ii, fig. 4.) Height 26, 33 cm. Conch Ginistral. No history. 

The casting of this image with an unstable vacuolated core has lead to the whole of 
its breast having disappeared so that it has had to be remodelled in the Museum. The 
breast ornaments, consequently, are missing. As will be seen from the illustration, in 
spite of its poor metal, it has been cast in style suggestive of the most ornate style of 
temple architecture of the modern period. The armlets are in the form of five-headed 
snakes, and the sash and other ornaments are decorated with lotus flowers in strong relief. 

VISHNU AS SRINIV ASA. 

Vishnu as Srinivasa, i.e., the abode of LaKshmi (SrD, is specially associate'd with 
Tirupati and may be recognised by the hands having the following combination of 
characters: discus, conch; abhaya, placed against thigh. By this position of the lower 
left hand he indicates to his devotees that the ocean of mundane preoccupations (samstira) 
is for them only thigh-deep. 

Images of Srinivasa are always standing. 

I. SRINIVASA WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. (PI. iii ,fig. I.) Height of Srini­
vasa 39, 44 cm.; of devis 31, 35 cm. Conch Sinistral. Trea~ure trove, Sirupanayur, 
Tirutturaippundi Tllluk, Tanjore j)istrict, 1929. 

These images, as has already been pointed out (pp; 25-28), belong to the same 
class as Vishnu No.1. The discus, which has flames issuing from the centre on both sides, 
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is held almost parallel to the sagittai plane of ·the body. The conch has only a single 
marginal pair of flames. There is no lotus in the lower right hand. In the devis the 
arms nf-xt to Srinivasa hang down, the outer ones being in the kataka pOSe, thus reversing 
the canonical arrangeme~t. Their elbow bands bear a projecting ornament on the 
outer side which is particularly conspicuous; and it is .interesting to note that the only 
other images of these devis in the collection in which this is found are those associated 
with Vishnu No.1 and Srinivasa No.2; and that it also occUrs in a number of other 
images, all of which are of Chola type (see above, pp. 28--30). The lobes of the ears of 
both devis are pierced and enlarged, hanging so as to touch the shoulder ornaments, but 
there is no clear indication of earrings. The patra-kundalas usually worn by Sri Devi 
are certainly absent. 

2. SRINIVASA WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. (Pl. iii, fig. 2.) Height of Srini­
vasa 63, 81 cm.; of devis 49, 64 cm. Conch sinistral. Treasure trove, Vadakkuppanaiyur, 
Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1915. 

Another set of images of Cho!a type, but with the discus held atright-angles to the 
sagittal plane of the body. Both discus and conch have the usual marginal flames but 
no central ones. The ornaments that hang from the front of Sri Devi's lowest necklace, 
instead of uniting as usual with the ornament that hangs from it behind, cross one 
another a little below this ornament and extend on to the shoulders of the opposite 
side from their origin. 

3· SRINIVASA. Height 47, 63 cm. Conch sinistral. T~easure trove, Vadakadu, 
Tirutturaipl)Un4i Taluk, T:mjore District, 1929. 

This image closely resembles Srinivasa No.1 except that the draperies, including the 
median loop of the girdle, are treated somewhat more conventionally, and that the flames on 
the discus (which i§ at right angles to the sagittal plane of the body) and conch are very 
small. 

4. SRINIVASA WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. (PI. iii, fig. I.) Height of Srinivasa 
61, 76 cm., of devis' 48, 62 cm. Conch dextral. Treasure trove, Srinivasanallur, Musiri 
Taluk, Trichinopoly District, 1914. 

Thetreatment is more formal in these images than in the three already desc;-ibed, with 
greater emphasis on decorative detail. The flames on the discus a~d conch are somewhat 
large, but the central one~,though present in front, are absent behind. Vadagalai namam 
present. 

5· SiUNIVASA WITH SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI. Height of Srinivasa 59,74 cm., of 
devis 50,65 cni~. Conch dextral. Treasure trove, Vallur, Pattukkottai Taluk, Tanjore 
District, 1929. 

This set reselllbies the' last but is distinctly inferior,. being almost: more formal in 
treatment with less:decorative detail. Neither discus nor conch have any central flame 
and their marginal·ones are .large and clumsy. There are only two' necklaces on each 
figure, neither ofth'em with pendants. . 
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VISHNU AS RANGANATHA. 

The single image by which this form of Vishnu, specially associated with Srirangam, 
is represer.ted in the collection is about 4 cm. high on a rectangular base of 10 x 5'5 em., 
the reclining figure being about Scm. long. Its history is not known. 

On the rectangular base is a tortoise of similar dimensions, i.e., scarcely half, as long 
as broad. On this is a low lotus throne, on which rest three coils of a snake, the head of 
which is missing and presumably arose from one of two sockets which are present at the 
back. Ranganatha reclines on these coils with a bolster under his head and a smaller 
one placed lengthwise to support his left hip. His navel is represented by a square 
socket, presumbly intended to support a lotus, probably with Brahma seated~upoq it. 

VISHNU AS PANDURANGA. 

Vishnu is said to have appeared in this {pim to' a -Brahman at Pandharpur in the 
Bombay Presidency to reward him for his intense devotion to his parents. 

1. PANDURANGA. Height 14 cm. Hands on'hips. Lotus pedestal. No history. 

2. PANDURANGA. Height about 7 cm. Varada, conch. Plain pedestal. Brass. No, 
history. 

VISHNU AS VAIK,J:>JTHANATHA. 

I. VAIKUNTHANATHA WITH SRI DEVI AT':) BHU DEVI. Height of Vaikunthanatha 
16, 2~ cm., of devis II, [6 cm. Vishnu's left hald resting on serpent throne, his ,right fore­
arm resting on his knee. Treasure trove,' ;':);agam, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 
1920. 

The treatment of these images is mu.! the same as that of SrinivasaNo.4. The 
mole probably represents Lakshmi' seatec/ as in Vishnu No. 10. Both the devis wear 
pa tra-kundalas. 

VISHNU AS ,IHANVANTARI. 

I. DHANVANTARI. Height about 3'~;:'n., with disc 5 5 cm. Treasure ttove,Patta­
rakkudi, Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramnad Dis-ct, 19II. 

The left hand holds a flask of m ~l ,cine, the right a rounded object, presumably a 
ball of medicine or possibly a bowl into v{hich to pour the medicine from the flask. Girdle 
apparently without decorative ends. 

2. DHANVANTARI. Height 3, 4'5 cm., with disc slightly more. 'Treasfi"e trove, 
Ulundangudi, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1905. 

This image does not materially differ from the last, except that the ends of the girdle 
extend d6'Wnwards across the sides of the pedestal. 
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VISHNU AS LAKSHMINARAYANA. 

The right hand is in the abhaya position in all the Madras Museum images. In all 
but one of them (No.4) there is an additional pair of arms behind these, bearing the 
discus and ccnch. 

I. LAKSHMINARAYANA; Height 8, 10 cm., with prabha 21 cm. Prabha with seven­
hp-aded cobra over head of Vishnu, discus, makaras, yali, conch and fOliage. Treasure 
trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

The discus and fingers of the back right hand are broken and missing. The Vadagalai 
namam is present on Vishnu's forehead. Concerning the special features of the Chima­
kurti find of images see above, pp.56-58. 

2. LAKSHMINARAYANA. Height 3"5, 5 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole 
Taluk. Guntur District, 1929. 

A smaller edition of the preceding image without prabha. Much corroded; front 
right forearm missing. 

3. LAKSHMINARAYANA. Hei/2:ht 5, 9 cm., with prabha I3 em. No history. Very 
crude. 

4. LAKSHMINARAYANA. Height 5, 7 cm. Only one pair of arms. Lotus pedestal 
with square base from which arises the stem of a lotus supporting Lakshmi's feet. No 
history. 

Th0ugh the treatment of this image is quite simple, 'its workmanship has none of the 
extreme crudity of NO.3. Unlike the three preceding images the Vishnu of this one has 
only a single pair of arms and consequently bears neither the discus nor the conch but 
may be tentatively identified by means of his makara-kundalas. The right hand is rai:;ed 
as in the abhaya. mudra, but has the first finger turned down beside the thumb. The 
identity of the image seems to be plaeed beyond doubt by the lotus on which the feet of 
the devi rest and by the breast band which she wears. 

SRI DEVI (LAKSHMI) AND BHU DEVI. 

(See also above under Vishnu and his ~pecial forms, and below 
under his incarnations.) 

Lakshmi is worshipped individually, either seated or standing, with the same 
attributes as she has in the form of Sri Devi but always erect, instead Of leaning to her 
left, and with. an additional pair of arms. 

Apart from this Sri Devi and Bhu Devi are only worshipped in association with 
Vishnu or one of his incarnations. In the latter case they appear· under other names as 
incarnations of themselves: for instance, as the wives of Krishna they are known as 
Rukmini and Satyabhama respectively. In such cases, as their characteristics remain 
the same, the names to be applied to them can only be determined by reference to the 
form of their husband, except that Rukmini and Satyabhama sometimes resemM~;Krishna 
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in wearing their hair in kesa-bandhas instead of having karanda-makutas. As a 
rule, therefore, sets from which the deva is missing cannot have their precise identity 
established and can only be classified as Sri Devi and Bhu Devi. Thus Sri Devi and Bhu 
Devi Nos. 4-13 formed parts of two finds in each of which Krishna images predominated 
over all others. It is quite likely,. therefore, that these devis ~ere really inte.nded to 
represent his wives. 

h the absence of the cleva, Vai~hnavite clevis, especially Bhu Devi, are often difficult 
to distinguish from Siva's consort ParvatL' We have therefore drawn up the following 
sync,ptic table of their principal attributes:-

Headdres!l 
Earrings 

Breast-band 
Threads cn trunk 

Bend of body 

Girdle and cloth 

Right arm 

Left arm 

Emblem (often missing) 

Sri Devi. 

Karanda-roakuta I 
Patra-kundalas 

Present -
Going round both 

sides of body. 
To her left ... 

Usually projecting at 
sides. 

Hanging down 

Kataka mudra with 
emblem. 

Lotus (seed vessel 
usually exposed). 

Rhu Devi. 

Same· 
Makara-kundalas • 

Absent 
Sacred thread 

To her right 

U suaIly projecting at 
sides. 

Kataka mudra. with 
emblem. 

Hanging down 

Blue water.lily 
(usually in bud). 

Parvati. 

Same or jata-bandha. 
Either or neither; 

l1suaiIy makara-
kundalas. 

Absent. 
Either. 

Either; usually to .her 
left. 

Rarely projecting _ at 
sides. 

Kataka mudra with, 
emblem. 

Hanging down. 

Lotus (usua~ in 
bud). 

The emblems are often missing, and in uncoloured images the lotus and blue water~1i1y 
are apt to be indistinguishable e'-'en when present, especially as buds, and consequently to 
be useless as indications of identity. Sri Devi and Bhu Devi can always be distinguished 

1 Sri Devi and Bhu Devi are absolutely indistinguishable from Subrahmanya,'s wives Valli IIJId -Devasena aPart (rom 
their associations and no attempt has been made to separate them. It is just possible that- .ome of the images ijsted 
as Bhu Devi and Sri Devi may therefore represent the other pair, particularly No. 14. Similarly R"ti, the 
consort of Manmatha, is only distinguishable from Bhu pevi, Pa~vati, etc., when she carries a- mirror. 

2 As Rukmini and Satyabhama, the w;ves of Krishna. the karanda·maknta may be rel'lacec:I by a kesa.bandba or 
a kondai. The former is apt to be indistinguishable from the jata.bandha sometimes fonnd in images o( Parvati. 

• Several Satyabhama images from the Chimakurti find have palra·kuD:lalas. But, as no Qthllrimages of Satya. 
bhama or I1.ny other form of Bhu Devi in the collection have them, this is probably to be regarded as one o( the vario.' 
unusual features of this find (see above, pp_ 56-58). 

IO 
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from each other by the bend of the body, and usually also by the posture of the arms, the 
presence or absence of the breast-band and the form of the earrings and threads on tr~nk ; 
and, though the rules laid down on the last four points are not' invariably kept, we have 
never seen more than one or two of them broken in anyone image: ShOUld this ')ccur the 
resulting images would still be distinguishable as Sri Devi and Bhu Devi respectively by 
the bend of the body. In the case of Sri Devi omission of the breast-band would have to 
be combined with reversal of the.posture of the arms to r.ender the image indistinguishable 
from that of Parvati, who&e body may bend to either side; and reversal of the posture of 
the arms is so rare that it is most unlikely that this combination ever occurs. There 
should thus be no difficulty in distinguishing Sri Devi from Parvati. Correct Images of 
Bhu Devi, on tpe other hand, are quite indistinguishable from certain equally correct 
images of Parvati, and their identity can only be inferred from their associations. When 
these are unknown (as in Safyabhama NO.4 of this catalogue) all that can safely be said is 
that probabilities .are against their being Parvati as, judging from the Madras Muse~m 
collectionl not more than one in four of her images bend to the rigl;1t.· 

Parvati No.5 from Thogur is particularly puzzling. This image was found ass~iated 
with Yasoda-Krishna, crawling Krishna, Balakrishna (or BalasU:brahmanya; iconogra­
phically indistinguishable), Periyalvar, Tondaradippodi Alvar, Bhairava, two Ganesas, 
Rati and three Aiyanars (see above, p. 53). Associations thus yield no clue~ The 
headdress may be taken either as a kesa-bandha or a jata-bandha. If Vaisqnavite, 
therefore, the image must be Satyabhama; and we should have identified it as such had 
not the earrings been patra-kundalas. It seems doubtful -Nhether this type of earring is 
ever found in images of Bhu Devi or her incarnations of .truly South Indian· type1 ; 

and we therefore feel that the probability in this case is that Parvati was intended. But 
the balance is very nearly even, especially as patra-kundalas are exceptional even in 
images of Parvati; and, apart from Chimakurti find, there are very few images in the 
collection that can be identified as Satyabhama with any degree of certainty. "Bhu Devi 
No. I from Ulundangudi (see above, p. 55) is another such image without its deva. In this 
case the probability ofthe image being intended for Bhu Devi is somewhat streI\gthened 
by its association with it number of orthodox Vaishnavite images while of 'the Saivite 
images associated with it most are of Aiyanar who belongs almost more to the grama 
devata than to the orthodox Hindu pantheon. In the case of Bhu Devi NO.3 no histQry is 
known. And lastly the isolated images of this type (Shu Devis Nos·. 6,7, IIjI2 and 13) 
from the Chimakurti find (see above, p- 47) were found with many Vaishnavite images and 
only a single Saivite one. 

I. BHU DEVI. Standing. Height 58, 73 cm. Treasure trove, Ulundangudi, Trichino­
poly Taiuk and District, 1908. 

1 'fhey 'are, however, found in several.images of Satyabhama frum the Chimakurti find \see above, p. 73, footnote 3). 
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Very like the devis of Srinivasa No.4, but with decorative detail even more elaborate, 
especially the laterally project!ng ends of the girdle, though the usual median loop is 
absent. 

2. S~I DEVI. Standing. . Height 36, 48 cm. Treasure trove, Tinippuvanam, Siva­
ganga Taluk; Madura District; 1910. 

Another variant of the same style. The narrow lower band of the girdle is widely 
separated from the broad upper one, but passes straight across from one leg to the 'other 

. witheut forming a pendulous loop. A sacred thread is present, not the more elaborate 
thread usually found in images of Sri Devi. 

3. BHtJ DEVI. Standing. Height 18, 23'5 cm. No history. 

Somewhat simpler in detail than the last two. Girdle with median loop. 

4. SRI DEVI AND BHU !?EVI. Seated. Height 4, 7 cm. Treasure trove, Srirangam, 
Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1912. 

An exquisite-little _ pair of images, well designed and, well finished. Concerning 
the identity of these and the following devis from· Srirangam and Chimakurti, see 
above, p. 73. 

S. SRI DEVI ~D BHU DEVI. Standing. Height 5'5, 7"5 cm. TreasUle trove, 
Srirangam, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1912. 

Nicely executed; but not nearly so good as NO.4. 

6-13. SRI DEVI AND BHU DEVI, two pairs; SRI DEVI, three figures; BHU DEVI 
three figures. All .standing. Height (without pt:destals) 4'5-13 em. Treasure trove, 
Chimakurtj, Ongo)e Taluk, Guntur District,. 1929. 

Coarsely made images; some of them 'almost of grama devata type. Nos. 6, 9, 10, 12 
and 13 with Vadagalai namam. In one Sri Devi. the breast-band is absent and one Bhu 
Devi has patr~-kundalas. 

14. SRIDEVI AND BHU DEVI; Standing. Height 45, 59 cm. Treasure trove, 
Ammapatti,Periyakulam Taluk, Madura District, 1925. 

The threads on the trunks of these curiously ornate images are developed into broad 
ribbons .. In Sri Devi, who has breast-bands and a lotus flower, they pass round both sides 
of the' body. In Bhu Devi, who has makara:-kundalas, no breast-band and a water-lily 
bud, they take the form of a broad but undivided three-stranded sacred thread. 

IS. GAJA-LAKSHMI. HeIght 9, 10 cm. No hIstory. The headdress suggests grama 
devata affiqities, in view of which it is not surprising to find that the right hand is in 
the varada and the left in the abhaya posture instead of vice versa. The hair is in three 
plats, one hanging nown the middle of the back and one over each shoulder. The 
attendant elephants are missing. 

JOoo4 
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. THE WIVES OF VASUDEVN. 

I. SANTI, KIRTI, PUSHTI, TuSHTI, PRITIAND ANOTHER. Standing three on either 
side of a blank space from which Vasudeva is missing. Height of devis 4'5 cm. Lotus 
pedestal 2 cm. high, 18'5 long, and 3'5 broad~ Pose of three on proper right as in 
Sri Devi, Qf the other three as in Bhu Devi. Crude workmanship. No history. In all six 
devis the breast-hand is absent and the sacred thread is arranged as is usual in Bhu Devi. 

These six figures presumably represent six of Vasudeva's eight consorts, Sri Devi 
and Bhu Devi being omitted as being universal. 

VARAHA. 

Two forms are represented: Varaha in whkh he is standing with Lakshmi on his 
raised left knee; and Lakshmivaraha in which he is seated with Lakshmi on his left 
knee. In Bhuvardha he bears Bhu Devi, the earth goddess, on his left knee, represent­
ing the earth which he came to rescue. In all three fort;,lls he has two pairs of hands, of 
which the hinder pair hold the discus and conch. 

I. VARAHA. (Gopinatha Rao I, pI. xl.) Height 42, s6cm. No history. 

A formal and somewhat crude image in which the deva's raised left foot rests on the 
head of a cobra. The discus is held parallel to the sagittal plane of the body, but every­
thirigelse suggests a Jate rather than an eatly date. The front right hand is in the 
abhaya pose. Lakshmi's left hand holds a much conventionalised lotus with seed vessel 
exposed. 

2. VARAHA. Height 8, II cm. Treasure trove, Polagam, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore 
District, 1920. 

A smaller but better image than the last. Varaha's front right hand rests on 
Lakshmi's knees. 'Lakshmi's hands are in the anjali pose. 

3. LAKSHMIVARAHA. Height 5'5, 8 cm. No history. 

An. image of inferior workmanship. An open lotus flower rests on the up-turned 
right hand of Varaha, while Lakshmi holds a similar. flower by its stalk in her left. 

1 Vishnu as Vasudeva is the chief deity of. a tantric cult too complicated to be dealt with here~ The name is one 
of Vishnu's thousand names, and is included among the twenty.four of these that are repeated daily by all Vaishnava 
Brahmins; Images of the twenty· four mu,lis, to which these names are applied, are to be found carved on cenain 
1I0ysala temples, all standing erect, with two pairs of arms, the h.uids of which hold the conch, discus, mace and 
Iotas, different murlis being distinguishej from one anuther only by the twenty.four different wl\ys in which th'lse 
emblems can be ·distributed among the four hands (see Gopinatha Rao J, pp. 229-230). Devotees of Vasudeva 
regard hiln as having two &$pects, the human as Kris* and ,the divine as the Supreme Being, in whom all the twenty. 
foar murlis are united. In his latter aspt:ct he hu, in addition to Vishnu's two consorts S,i Divi and Shu Devi, who 
are zeped u·univetsal, six other consorts personifying· the six special energies (.S-aktis) through "'hich his protective 
eDergi~ wotk~peace, fame, strength, pleasure, love and either learning or fruition, their respective names being 
/;iinti, K'lt'Ii, p"'IIli, TUBhli, Priti, and either Sa"lSvati (learning, Dot to be confused wilh the consort of Brahma) or 
Sit/dill (fruition). Of the twenty.four miirlis, founeen have one or other of the above eight laklis specially associated 
withlhem. The other ten have no Itlkl;. 
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4. LAKSHMIVARAHA. Height 3'5, 6 cm. Tr~asure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, 
Guntur District, 1929. 

A small image with decorative detail somewhat elaborate, but scarcely delicate 
enough for its size. Varaha's front right hand is in the abhaya pose. Lakshmi's hands 
are in the anjali pm:e. A Vadagalai namam is clearly marked on Varaha's forehead, and 
a tilaka on Lakshmi's. 

NARASIMHA. 

As Narasimha (sometimes specially distingui&hed as Ugranarasimha) he may be either 
seated or standing. In southern images this terrible form is always shown in the act of 
either fighting or tearing out the entrails of the demon Hira1Jyakaiipu (the father of his 
devotee Prahlada), whom he came to destroy:; but in images from the north where Nara­
simha is less popular he may apparently stand alone (see above, pp. 57-58). As Yoga­
narasiinha he is seated in meditation with a band round one or both legs and with one or 
both hands directed downwards. In this posture he practised yoga to regain control of his 
fury after the destruction of the demon. As Lakshminarasiinha he is seated with Lakshmi 
on his left knee. 

I. NARASIMHA WITH LAKSHMI AND PRAHLADA. Height of Narasimha 20,21'5 cm., 
of other two figures 13, 14 cm. Lotus pedestals (Lakshmi's unfinished) on rectangular 
base 29 cm. long by 6'S wide by 5 high. Narasimha with eight pairs of hands: entrails, 
entrails; noose, axe; arrow, bow; discus, conch; tearing l!itomach, tearing stomach; dub, 
?; sword, shield; holding demon's legs, holding demon's head. Lakshmi with two pairs 
of hands, the upper ones each holding a lotus so completely and crudely conventionalised 
as to have practically the form of a discus with flames above, the lower ones in the 
abhaya and varada poses respecti"vely. Prahlada with one pair of hands in the anjali 
pose. No rJistory . 

.These images are very crude, but form a group not commonly met with. Each wears 
a kirita-makuta. The Lakshmi image appears to be made of brass, and each of its 
ear-rings bears a mango-shaped pendant. Prahlada, in addition to the usaal clothing 
and ornaments, wears an angavastram over his shoulders, though in the presence of a 
god this is considered most disrespectful. Narasimha and Prahlada have the Tengalai 
namam, Lakshmi the tilaka. 

2. NARAS1MHA. (PI. vi, fig. I; also Gopinatha Rao I, pi. xlvii.) Height 28, 40 em. 
with prabha 58 cm. Four pairs of arms: discus, conch; entrails, entrails; holding leg 
of demon, holding head of demon; tearing stomach, tearing stomach. Prabha arising 
from makaras below, yali head in middle above, flames on outer edge. No history. 

A somewhat formal image of moderate workmanship, with kirita-makuta and 
Tengalai namam. 

3· NARASIMHA. (Pl. ix, fig. 2.) Height 7'5, 9'5 cm., with prabhaI3'5 em. One pair 
of armf: right hand resting on the face of a goblin, standing on a short pillar, with 



78 Bulletin, Madras Governme1lt Museum. [G.S. I, 2, 

small wings arising from its elbows (? Garuda); left hand resting b~ween his hip and 
a post the significance of which we do not understand. This post is much thinner than 
it is wide, rounded above, with a hole near the top. PIa in pedestal with lotus petal 
ornament below. Prabha 5-arched, with a makara head on either side below and a yali 
head above, surmounted by a pair of parrots and a discus. Treasure trove, Chimakurti' 
Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

The peculiar features of this not unattractive little image have been dealt with above 
(pp. 57-58). The tail extends upwards and to the left, its bushy tip appearing above 
the left shoulder. The little finger of each hand bears a large signet ring. 

4. NARASIMHA. Height 6, 7'5 cm. A replica of No.3, but somewhat smaller and 
without prabha. Same find as NO.3. 

5. YOGANARASIMHA AND LAKSHMI. (PI. v, figs. 1 and 2.) Height of Narasimha 
about 40, 65 cm., of Lakshmi about 32,S3cm. Narasimha with fourarms, of which the 
two posterior hold the discus and conch, the other two resting on his knees. Lakshmi 
with two arms, her left hand holding a lotus with seed vessel exposed. Treasure 
trove, Manjakkudi, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1921. Returned to the villagers 
under orders of Government issued in December 1922. 

The combination of power, restraint and grim de(ermination expressed in this 
Narasimha image is very striking and a great contrast to the comparative lifelessness of 
No.2. The image of Lakshmi does not seem to call for special comment. Unfortunately 
neither image is now available to us for detailed study. 

6. YOGANARASIMHA. Height 4, 5'5 em. Four arms as in' NO.5. Treasure trove, 
Sriranganr, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1912. 

A smalLimage resembling the preceding one in general form. 

7. YOGANARASIMHA. Height 16'5 cm., pedestal missing. Four arms: discus, conch 
abhaya, resting on knee. No history. 

This figure differs in posture from the last two, the band leaving the right leg free. 
This leg hangs below the top of the pedestal from the knee downwards and the front 
right hand is raised in tt,e abhaya pose. 

8. LAKSHMINARASIMHA. Height 7, 10 cm. Discus, conch; abhaya, supporting 
Lakshmi who holds a lotus in her left hand with seed vessel exposed. Lotus pede3tal 
with small Garuda in front. Prabha missing. No history. 

VAMANA. 

1; VAMANA. Height 12 cm. Vedas, water vessel. No umbrella. No pedestal. 
Treasure'trove, Mullangudi, Kumbakonam Taluk, Tanjore District, 19J7. 

Oli tIie top of theheadis a forwardly directed tuft of hair. The only clothing is a 
narrow strip of cloth between the legs, attached at either end to a string round the waist; 
but all the-usual ornaments are ·present. The Vedas are in the form of a cudgeon manu­
script, the bundle of leaves being secured by two bands. 
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RAMA, SITA AND LAKSHMANA 

For means of distinguishing images of Rama from those of Manmath~.and Arjuna see 
above, footnotes to pp. 7 and 16 respectively . 

. I. RAMA, SITA AND LAKSHMANA. (PI. iv, fig. 2 & PI. vii.) Heights 103, II2.cm., 75, 
82 cm. and 88, cm. 95 respectively. Treasure trove, Vadakkuppanaiyur, Negapatam Taluk, 
T~njore District, 1915. 

These three images, and a Hanuman that was associated with them (No. I, p.9S), are 
among the finest in the collection. Their simple dignified style suggests that they belong 

. . ~ 

to the same class as Vishnu No. I, and this is· confirmed by various details noted below. 
The air of se]f-possessed abstraction characteristic of the best Hindu images, is admir­
ably combined w'ith an unusual delicacy in the moulding of face and limbs, especially in~ 
the two male images. The care devoted to the portrayal of the human aspect of these 
figures suggests that the maker regarded them. as heroes rather than as divinities, :which 
adds to the probability of their being of early date (see above, p. 241.Nl other ·~mag~s. 
of Rama, Sita and Lakshmana in the collection have, moreover, girdles withlon~.decora­
tive ends which are absent inthese~ Such. d,ecorations are found.in e~ery image' (>f 
Vishnu as a deity (except possibly in one of the two small seated images of Dhan~antari) 
but are absent from th~ image of Vamana, from several Krishnas and froIJ) .about half 
the images o( Vaishnavite saints, suggesting that in Vaishnavite images they. are perhaps. 
to be regarded as an indication of divinity .. As, however, they are aQsent in many 
~mages of Siva their importance, if any, can be hardly great. There has. been Httle 
attempt to introduce symmetry into the set by approximating the size and appearance of 
Lakshmana and Sita. Lakshmana, though considerably smaller thaJl Rama, is taller thaI} 
Sita and in addition wears a taller headdress unlike that of either, 

Sita stands on Rama's right, and Lakshmana on his left. Sita's l~ft .hand .. ~as been 
broken off at the wrist and isJ!!lf.ortunately missing. 

The Rama of this set is' the o~limale Vaishnavite figure.in the collection wearing the 
karanda-makU[a type of headdress, otherwise confined to devis andto the sons of, Siva~ 
That it has the lightly constricted form characteristic of the devis of Vishhu No. 
and still-more those of SrinivasasNos. I and 2 affords further evidence for the associ­
afiu); of this group of images with those. Lakshmana has his hair fastened in a ke~a­
bandha on top of his head. Sitil/has hers in a, bun-like kesa-bandha at the back of her 
head, secured behind by a broad band across the middle and decorated with a wreath of 
flowers in front. Short curls fall on to her forehead. 

Rama wears makara-kundalasbut Sita and Lakshmana are without earrings. though 
the lobes of their ears are pierced and enlarged. Armlets and wristlet$ are present in' all 
three images, including the projecting ~lbow ornament that seems to be. confined to 
images of Chola type (see above, pp. 29-30). In Lakshmana, however, it is confined to the 
right elbow. Anklets are only worn by Sita, b~t all three have padasaras, those of Sita 
bearing a tow of pendants (1 bells). 
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The necklaces and Sita's tali arc very like. those of Vishnu No. I and his devis, 
.except for the absence of the lowest necklace in Rama and Lakshmana. Rama (who has 
no, trace of"Vishbu's triangular mole) and Lakshmana each wear a triple sacred thread 
passing round the body across the right hip. Both lack the single strands on either side 
of this that are found in Vishnu No: ::: and other Vishnus of the same class; but both are 
provided with an elegant looped knot on the left breast which seems to be usual in such 
imagesthuugh not confined to them. In Lakshmana the loop and free ends of this knot 
have become so worn as only to be recognizable on close eXl:I.mination. He (but not 
Rama) wears in addition two other threads, one passing over the right shoulder and left 
hip, the other over the left shoulder and right hip, the two being united where they cross 
in the middle both back and front. Sita's thread has the form characteristic of Sri Devi, 
buq;he has no breast-band. Rama and Lakshmana each have a waist-band, that of the 
fornier having a large decoratiye clasp in front. 

T.he girdle is represented by a simple belt, in Rama and Lakshmana with a lion-face 
Chlsp;in Sita with a floral one. Only in Sita is it decorated with tassels and festoons, 
one of the latter falling between the'legs in the position of the usual median loop but 
without being in any way emphasized. Sita's lower cloth reaches to her ankles while 
those of Rama and Lakshmana are extremely short, covering only the tops of the thighs. 
That o~ LakshniilDa has a double border of floral decoration, but the other two a!"e plain. 
One end of Sita's doth protrudes in ornamental fashion above her belt behind and the 
other on her lett side in front. The cloths of all three images are treated in simple and 
real~tic style. 

2. ~AMA. SITA AND.LAKSHMANA. (Pl. viii, fig. I.) Height 58, 72 cm., 42, 55cm. and. 
45" 57 cm. respectively., Treasure trove, VeIl ore, North Arcot District, I9I3. 

This set of images forms a striking contrast to the last. For, though considerable care 
has been bestowed upon decorative detail, they are almost grotesque in form and propor-' 
tion if not positively ugly. Rama wears a kirita-makuta, a lotus bud above each ear, 
makara.;kundalas, t~o circ,ular necklace~ and one which hangs low between the breasts, 
a divided sacred thread, a waist-band, a festooned and richly decorated girdle with long 
ends faIling to his ankles, an undecorated lower cloth, a band crossing the two legs in front 

, about half way between knee and' ankle, armlets, wrjstlets, anklets, and padasaras. Sita 
stands'on Rania's left and Lakshmana on his right. Slta wears a karanda-makuta so 
modified in form as not to appear asymmetrical with Lakshmana's kirita-makuta. Laksh­
mana's--eprsbear tassels of the same general shape as Rama's makara-kundalas. Sita 
hC\s patra-kundalas with siinilar tassels attached. Lakshmana wears one circular necklace 
and Sita her tali from -which hangs a large locket, bpth having two heavy necklaces 
hanging low between the breasts and a sacred thread passing over the right hip. Laksh­
mana, like Rama, wears a waist-l'and rather high above the waist. Both wear girdles 
very li)(e Rama's. Lakshmana's cloth is short like Rama's but is decorated; Sita's is 
decorated~and,long. ,Lakshm:ma like Rama has a band crossing the two legs in front 
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between knee and ankle. Both Sita and Lakshmana wear the same bracelets, etc., as 
does Rama. Sit a holds a water-lily in her right hand. 

3. RAMA, SITA AND LAKSHMANA. Heights 19'5, 22'5 cm; 16, 19 cm. and 17, 20 cm. 
respectively. Treasure trove, Peruntottam, Shiyali Taluk, Tanjore District, 1918. 

Sita stands on Rama's right and Lakshmana on his left. The bows, though separate 
pieces of metal, are present but the arrows missing. Sita holds a lotus with seed pod 
exposed in her left hand. All three figures are richly, but somewhat coarsely, deco.ated. 

The two male figures wear kirita-rr..akutas, raakara-kundalas and circular necklaces. 
They have their sacred threads fastened with a bow on the left breast and divided into 
thrte, the middle piece being three stranded. Rama bears -vishnu's triangular mole 
above the right breast. Lakshmana wears a dagger in a richly ornamented sheath on 
his right side. Rama is unarmed except for his bow. Sita wears a karanda-makuta 
and has the breast-bar.d and type of body thread characteristic of Sri Devi. 

4. RAMA. Height 20, 25'5 cm. No history. 

Very similar to the last but less richly decorated and better executed. The hair is 
tied in a kesa-bandha on top of the head. 

5. RAMA, SITA AND LAKSHMANA. Heights 8. ~'5 cm., slightly under 7,8 cm. and 
slightly over 7, 8 cm. respectively. Mounted on a common rectangular stand 2 cm. high, 
14 cm. long and 5 cm wide, on which is a prabha rising 17 cm. above its base. Prabha 
with palm-tree centre, five-headed cobra, makara heads and yali head. Sita stands on 
Rama's left with a full-blown lotus in her right hand. No history. 

Not unlike No.2 but much smaller and correspondingly less richly decorated and with 
the cloth of all three figures long. Sita's hair is tied in a kesa-bandha almost indistin­
guishable from the kirita-makuta worn by the two male figures. She has a breast-band 
as in NO.3 instead of the long lower necklace of No.2. All the three figures wear loose 
bangles, apparently of gold. Rama has one on each arm, each of the other two one on 
the outer arm only. 

6. RAMA. Height 13'5, 16 cm. Brass. Lotus pedestal with cavity for base of bow. 
No history. 

Very like No.5 in treatment, but much larger and with cloth short and a dagger on 
the right hip. 

7. RAMA. Height 8'5, 9'5 cm. Copper except headdress, ear and shoulder orna­
ments,' long lower necklace, girdle, armlets, wristlets and anklets, all of which are of 
brass. No history. 

Apart from its composition of two metals" and less curved lower necklace, this image 
also resembles NO.5. 

8. RAMA AND SITA. Heights 17,22 cm. and IS, 19 em. respectively. Sita standing 
on Rama's right with a full-blown lotus in her left hand. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, 
Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

II 
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The peculiar features of the 'Chimakurti images have already been considered above 
{pp. 56-58). This is the only image of Rama that we have seen in which the bow and 
arr~w are permanent fixtures .. Rama's forehead is marked with the .Vadagalai namam. 
Sita's with the ti-laka. Sita is provided with a. breast-brond and also wears a curious 
bracelet-like ornament on the back. of her right hand. 

KRISHNA AS VATAPATRASAYI. 

I. VATAPA'fRASAYI. Leaf with stalk 8'5 cm. Iong-. Brass. No history. 

An inferior image in European rather than Indian style, in which it forms a marked 
contrast to all others in the collection. 

KRISHNA AS SANTANAGOPALA. 

I. SANTANAGOPALA. Total length about 30 cm. No history. , . 
2. SANTANAGOPALA. Total length about 9 cm. No history. 
This image differs from the lastchiefiy in its much sm.aller size, different decoration 

and more delicate moulding. A sacred thread is present. The hair is tied up in an 
unusually decorative kondaias., in Navanitakrishna No. 13: which is in much the same 
style. 

3; SANTANAGOPALA. Left leg broken; total length when complete probably about 
12 cm. Treasure trove, Adanakkottai, Pattukkottai Taluk, Tanjore District, 1923. 

Crllder tlran either of the two preceding, and with the right foot much further from 
the mquth. . A sacred thread is present. 

4. SANTANAGOPALA. Total length about 10 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, 
Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1')29· 

Differs from the other three in that the left foot is raised towards the mouth instead 
of the right. 

YASODAKRISHNA. 

I. YASODAKRISHNA. Standing. Height 10'5, 14 cm. Full-blown lotus in Yasoda's' 
right hand, Krishna on her left hip. Treasure trove, Uppiliyapuram, Musiri Taluk, 
~richiiloPoly District, 1929. 

Yasoda's hair is parted in the middle, with ornaments representing the SUD on the 
right and the moon on the left of the parting in front. It is tied at.the back of her head 
into a kesa-bandha slightly drawn out into a sort of terminal point below. Krishr-a's hair 
is tied into a somewh/it elongated kondai on the' top of his head. 

2. Y ASODAKRISHNA. (PI. xxiii, fig. 16.). Standing. Height 20 cm. Full-blown 
lotus in Yasoda's right hand, Krishna on her left hip. Treasure trove, Naikuppam, Tirup­

. pattur Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 

Concerning this fi.nri of Images see above, p. 58. Extremely crude. Krishna's hair 
tied in a typical round kondai. fiat above. 
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3. YASODAKRISHNA. Standing. Height 13, I4 cm. Even cruder than No.2. 
Krifhna on right hip c:nd with karanda-makuta instead of kondai, which renders 
identification somewhat uncertain (see under NO.4). Treasure trove, Naikuppam, Tirup­
pattur Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 

4. YASODAKRISHNA. Standing. Height 7, 7'5 cm. Even cruder· than No.2. 
Krishna on left hip. He wears a karanda-makuta instead of a kondai, which renders the 
identification more uncertain and it is possible that this image may really be no more than 
a votive offering made by a mother after being blessed with ? child. Treasure trove, 
Karappidagai, Negapatarn Taluk, Tanjore District, 1920. 

5. YASODAKRISHNA. Seated. Height 5'5, 9 cm. Yasoda with full-blown lotus in 
right hand and Krishna on her left knee. Krishna with smaller full-blown lotus in lef~ 
hand. No history. 

Yasoda's hair is tied in a kesa-bandha on top of her head, and Krishna's in a kondai 
which is slightly conical above. 

6. YASODAKRISHNA. Seated. Height 8, 12'5 cm. Yasoda's left hand resting on 
the four-legged rectangular pedestal, Krishna on h~r right knee. Treasure trove, Thogur, 
Tanjore Taluk and District, 1925. 

Yasoda's hair is tied into seven knots Oil her forehead, the central one being large 
and ornamental, and into a kondai cehind with a wreath of flowers resting on its narrow 
basal part. Krishna's hair is riot tied. Yasoda wears patra-kundalas and Krishna 
todus. In spite of the rather crude treatment of this imag·e the mother's face.is unusually 
pleasing. Yasoda leans against a long cylindrical bolster, folded on itself on her right. 

7. YASODAKRISHNA. Seated. Height 7, 10 cm. Yasoda's right hand rests on 
Kri~hna's right foot, Krishna being seated on her left knee. A female attendant stands 
v'ith a long handled fan on the left of the rectangular four-legged pedestal. No history. 

Except for the presence of the attendant this is practically a somewhat cruder edition 
of the last but in reversed position, Krishna being on Yasoda's left and the bend of the 
bolster on her right. Krishna's hair is tied in a kondai, that of the attendant in a spiral 
knot. Yasoda's has practically the form of a kondai and is secured behind with two 
bands, crossing in the middle, one of them vertical and the other horizontal. Yasoda 
alone has a wreath of flowers on her hair. 

BALAKRISHN A. 

In the first seven images he is crawling, in the other ten he is dancing. When 
crawling his hair is fastened in a kondai and he holds a mango in his right hand. When 
dancing his hands are empty, the right in the abhaya, tarjini or other pose, and the left 
arm extended outwards, and his hair is fastened in a more or less cylindrical kesa­
bandha. 

Navanitakrishna (see below, p. 86) haS' the same alternative postures and is distin­
guished from Balakrishna only by the ball of butter which he holds in his right hand or, 

II-A 
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rarely, in "both hands. Dancing figures of Balasubrahmanya, the Saivite counterpart of 
Balakrishna, are iconographieally indistinguishable from dancing figures of Balakrishna 
and can only be identified by their Saivite associations. When associations give no 
clue the probability is that Balakrishna was intended, his being far the more popular 
cult of the two. All doubtful images, therefore, are here classed as Balakrishna. 

In both crawling and dancing images the front hair is elegantly curled. The ear­
rings may be patra-kundalas, makara-kundalas or (in small images) simple pendants. The 
pendants possibly represent up-turned makara-kundalas such as are found in Navanita­
krishna NO.2. The upper part of the body is adorned with ornamental bands which 
follow the same course as Sri Devi's body threads (see above, p. 19) and often bear a 
large ornament in front, especially in dancing figures. In dancing' figures they bear much 
the same relation to the necklaces as they do in Sri Devi, but in crawling figures they are 
superimposed on them, the front ornament hanging forwards below the body. Both forms 
of image have a narrow girdle but no cloth. ~n all the crawling images the girdle is tied 
on the left side .and a bell of ordinary" bell" shape is attached on the same side a little 
further back, while a small dagger (or possibly a knife) in a sheath is tucked in on th~ 
opposite side. In dancing images the girdle is decorated with tassels, and only in one 
(No.8) is any definite fastening shown. The dagger is only present in this same image 
and the bell not at all. Bells of a lighter type, more or less spherical with a slit below, 
are, however, sometimes found hanging in a row all round the lower margin of the girdle. 
Arms and legs have the usual adornments in both forms of image. 

Navanitakrishna inlages are similarly adorned but the headdress is more variabll!, 
the girdle is often hung with a row of bells instead of with tassels. The single crawling 
figure in the collection has this row of bells and no dagger which is, however, present in 
several of the dancing figures. One dancing figure (No.7) wears a cloth. 

Of the five figures which we feel can confidently be identified CiS B8Jasubrahmanya 
one (NO.2) shows a definite fastening to the girdle and one (No. I) a bell, both being on 
the right instead of on the left side, with a pair of tassels, one on each leg, a little further 
forwards. In another (No.3) there is a bell on the left. None of them bear a dagger. 

1. BALAKRISHNA. Crawling. Brass. Total length (from top of head to toes of 
extended left leg) IS cm. Treasure trove, Ulundangudi, Trichinopoly Taluk and Distrkt, 

1908. 
This is the only crawling Balakrishna in the collection in which the ear-rings are 

patia-kundalas. 

2, ~ and 4. BALAKRISHNA. Crawling. Total length 12, £0'5 and 9·5cm. respectively. 
NO.2 of brass, Nos. 3 and 4 of copper. Treasure trove, Adanakkottai, Pahukkcttai Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1923. 

The ears bear pendants. 

5. BALAKRISHNA. Crawling. Total length 10'5 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, 
')ngole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 
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The ears bear pendan~s. 

6. BALAKRISHNA. Crawling. Total length II cm. Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore 
Taluk and District, 1925. 

The ears bear pendants. 

7. BALAKRISHNA. Crawling. Total length II cm. Brass. No history. 

This :'mage has been figUred in "Illustrations of Metal Work in Brass and Copper, 
mostly South Indian, from examples selected by Edgar Thurston, Velayuda Asari and 
W. S. Hadaway". (Madras, Government Press, 1913. Not for sale). The ears bear 
pendants. 

8. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 49, 52'5 cm. Right hand abhaya. Treasure 
trove, Mallachipuram, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1893. 

In this, as in all the following images except Nos. 9 and IS, he is poised on his left 
leg, the right one being raised. There are lotus buds behind the ears and patra-kundalas 
on the ear-lobes. There is no waist band, but a string is tied round the stomach, from 
which a single tassel ext~nds along the front of the right leg and a pair along the front 
of the left. The girdle rests on the upper part of the thighs, on top of the tassels. It is 
tied in an ornamental knot on the left side at the back, a dagger being attached in a 
corresponding position on the right side. 

9. BALAKRISHNA. (Gangoly (I), pl.lxiv.) Dancing. Height 40,52'5 cm. Right hand 
abhaya. Treasure trove, Ulundangudi, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1908. 

The usual positions of the legs are reversed. The ears bear todus. A waist band is 
present. There is no string above the girdle, which is of the usual conventional type 
without fastening, dagger or bell, and has two tassels on each side. 

10. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height, 35, 44'5 cm. Right hand abhaya. Treasure 
trove, Pandaravadai, Papanasam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924. 

Makara-kundalas adorn the ears. 

II. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 37,49 cm. Right hand abhaya. The pedes­
tal bears an inscription in modern Tamil characters with the following meaning. "The 
god that gave the leg. The gift of Tittar Nayakar for the merit of Kayilappa 
Mudaliyar." Treasure trove, Parittiyur, Nannilam TaJuk, Tanjore District, 1925. 

1. e;IT6u®G,.%IDu9@) KalkuQutta Nayina 
2. i5u9tiU,jU QP%ti&UJ.Tff Kayilappa Mudaliyar 
3. ytdm-aJlUJUJ ofDc$ fl%%ff@)UJi5rT PUQQiyam aga Trttar Nayakar 
4. ,J6(!!jL.DUJ Tarumam 

Makara-kundalas. Neither waist-band nor string round the stomach present above 
the girdle. 

12. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 9, 12'5 cm. Right handabhaya. No history. 



86 Bulletin, Madras. Gowrnment.MuJeum. [G.S. I, 2, 

13. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 5'5,7"5 crr.. Right hand abhliya. Treasure 
trove, PolagaIr1, Nannilam Taluk, 'ranjore District, 1920.-

14. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 36, 48 cm. Right hand tarjini. Treasure 
trove, Tiruvarambur, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1908. 

Without any ornaments to the ears beyond a sniall lotus bud above each. 

IS. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 8, 10'5 cm. Right hand tarjini. Treasure 
trove, Thogur, Tanjore Taluk and District, 1925. 

The usual positions of the legs are reversed as in NO.9. The stri.Ilg and girdle are 
distinct, the latter ha!J,ging very low as in No.8, with an ornamental bow on each side 
behind and a single short tassel (? or bell) on each side in front. 

16. BALAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 41; 51 cm. Right hand extended forwards as 
in most im~ges of Navanitakrishna. Treasure trove, Srinivasanallur, Musiri Taluk, 
Trichinopoly District, 1914. 

Makara-kundalat. 

17. BALAK1USHNA. Dancing. Height 7, JO cm. Arms as inNo. 16. Treasure trove, 
Srirangam, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1912. 

Patra~kundalas. 

NAVANITAKRISHNA, 

Distinguished from Balakrishna only by the ball of butter held in the right hand. 
Usually dancing, rarely standing or crawling". Hair in a kesa-bandha (Nos. 1-7) or in a 
kondai{Nos. 11-14), or short (Nos. 8-10). 

I. NAVANITAKRISHN~. Dancing. Height 38, 52 cm. Treasure trove, Tirup­
puvanam, Sivaganga Taluk, Madura District, 1910. 

Patra-kundalas in ears. The string round the stomach is tied on the left side in front, 
and the girdle, which is reduced to a string of ? bells, on the right side in front. 

2. N AV ANIT AKRisHNA. (Krishna Sastri, fig. 25; Gopinatha Rao, I pI. Ix I.) 
Dancing. Height 35, 48 cm. No History. 

The arrangement of the ear and shoulder ornaments is shown with unusual clearness. 
On each side a s.mall lotus bud fills the space between the upper part of the ear and the 
head, and behind this a l<mg festoon hangs down on to the shoulder and across the 
front of the upper arm, while the lobes bear makara~kundalas. 

In addition to the usual body ornaments a sacred thread is shown in front but not 
behind. Tha girdie has a floral clasp in the middle in front and bells at equal intervals 
all round, except above and in front of the raised leg where there is only one. These 
bells are of two kinds whieh alternate with one another-the usual bell-shaped kind and 
the lighter more or less spherical· kind with a slit across the bottom and extending 
upwards on either side. The raised right foot rests on a full-blown lotus, the stem of 
which arises "from the pedestal. 
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3,4 and 5· NAVANITAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 7'5, 10 cm., 6, .7'5 cm. andS's, 7 
cm. respectively. Treasure trove, Srirangam, Trichinopoly Taluk and District,. 1912. 

Very similar to No. I, and also to Balakrishna No. 17, wJ.1ich latter image was' fou:id 
with them, but differing from both in having pendants in the ears. NO.3 is a particularly 
well executed little image, the best of this form in the collection. 

6. NAVANITAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 6, 9 cm. No history. 

Very ,;imilar to the last three, but with patra-kundalas in the ears and ornamental 
ends to the girdle on b0th sides behind as in Balakrishna No. IS. 

7. NAVANITAKRISHNA. Dancing. Height 7'5 cm. No history. 

This is a most unusual figure in which Navanitakrishna is represented as a man with 
sacred thread, waist band and a cloth which reaches nearly to the knees. It is soldered 
to a base shaped like an inverted hemispherical bowl; but this does, not seem really to 
belong to it. 

8,9 and 10. NAVANITAKRISPNA. Dancing. Height 6'5 cm., S·S,.9.cm. and 4'5,6 cm. 
respectively. No.8 without pedestal, 9 and 10 with lotus pedestals. Treasure trove, . 
Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. ' 

These three images differ from all the others in having the hair cut short at the back. 
All have the girdle fastened in front of the left leg with a bell on the left and a dagger 
on the right behind. 

II. NAVANITAKRISHNA. (Gangoly, I, pI. lx-Ixi.) Dancing. Height 9'5, 13'5 cm. No 
history. 

The group in which this image was figured by Gangoly was a composite one a!ld was 
dispersed when the collection was rearranged some years ago. ' The imageG of Rukmini 
and Satyabhama sho\l:ed them as adults, old enough to' be the mother of the dancing 
child between them, from which they also differed in colour of the metal used and in being 
of very crude workmanship. Nor did the stand fit the images properly, having obviously 
not been designed for them. The five-headed cobra formed part of the prabha and is 
incorrectly shown in Gangoly's pI. lxias Krishna's headdress, which is a simple konctai. 

This image, though not highly decorated, is carefully moulded and finished somewhat 
in the style of Santanagopala No.2 and is an unusually successful representation of 
Krishna as an exceedingly fat ~nd c:lUbby child. As In Nos. 2 and 12 the up-raised right 
foot is supported ou a lotus, the stem of weich arises fr0m the pedestd. 

12 .. NAVANITAKRISHNA. Dancing. B:ass. Height I:, 16'5 cm. No history. 
An image in the same style as No. II, but more highly decorated and less successful. 

Both hands are raised towards the head with a ball of butter in each. A sacred threa.d 
crosses the back but not the chest. A pair of strips, decorated behind, extend from either' 
side of the head obliquely downwards and outwards across the backs of the upper arms, 
but their significance is not clear. 

13. NAVANITAKRISSNA. Standing. Hp.ight II, 13'5 cm. No history. 
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Style somewhat as in Nos. II and 12. The left hand hangs down and the kondai is 
unusually elaborate, resembling that of Santanagopala No.2. 

14. NAVANITAKRISHNA. CFawling. Total length 5'5 cm. Treasure trove, Tennur, 
Madura Taluk and District, 1923. 

The right foot and left leg rest on the body and the left hand on the up-raised head 
of a once-coiled cobra. Somewhat crude. 

KALIYAKRISHNA .. 

These images differ from those of dancing figuies of Balakrishna and Navanitakrishna' 
only in thatthe d~nce takes place on the hood of the five-headed serpent king Kaliya, 
whose tail is held in the out-stretched left hand. Three measurements are given, 
the first being of Krishna alone, the second including Kaliya's hood and the third the 
pedestal also. 

I. KALIYAKRISHNA. Height 46, 60, 75 cm. Treasure trove, Nilappadi, Negapatam 
Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

Krishna has makara-kundalas in his ears and a small ornamental loop on each side 
of his girdle. His right hand is in the abhaya pose. Kaliya has a human bust with hands 
in the anjali pose beneath the cobra hood. 

2. KALlYAKRISHNA. Height 35, 44, 52 cm. Treasure trove, Pandaravadai, Papana­
sam Taluk, Tanjore D:strict, 1924. 

A less sllccessful figure than the last, with Kaliya's human bust, and to a much less 
extent his hood and heads, turned to Krish'1a's right. Krishna has patra-kundalas in his 
ears and no loops to his girdle. 

3 KALIYAKRISHNA. (PI. ix, fig. 3.) Height 10'5, 15, 19 cm. Treasu~trove. 
Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

Krishna's right hand faces upwards. The ornaments behind his ears are very large. 
A sacred thread and waint ba'nd are present; The girdle is very broad and has excep­
tionally wide ornamental bows on each side; it supports a large dagger on the left side 
in front and a cloth which hangs to the knees. Kaliya is without any human features. 
The lotus pedestal bears a fish, tortoise, crocodile and ~akara at the four comers and 
a pair of worshipping naginis in front. The fish and makara are, on Krishna's right, the 
other two animals being on his left ; the fish and tortoise are in front, the other two 
behind. The naginis have human trunks which arise from the backs of the hoods of 
single-headed cohras. 

KRISHNA AS VENUGOPALA. 

Out of the IS images listed here 9 (Nos. 4-12, including all of thos,e with consorts) 
belong to the Chimakurti treasure trove find, the peculiar features of which have already 
been dealt with (pp. 56-58). Nos. 1-6 have four hands, the additional pair holding the 
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discus .arid conch. . The rest have only the two hands which would. hold the flute were 
this not invariably missing. Thenamam is ·more or less distinctly visible in No. I and 
in all the Chimakurti images except Nos. 8 and 10 •. Images Nos. I ap.d 2 wear kirita­
makutas; in the rest the hair is tied in a kesa-bandha. Usually this forms a more or less 
cone-shaped mass on the top of the head, but in some of the Chimakurti images it has 
other forms. In No.8, Rukmini and Satyabhama (who always hold the emblems of Sri 
and Bhil Devi respectively in their hands) wear karanda-makutas; in all other sets their 
hair is treated in the same manner as Venugopala's. Their earrings are almost always 
in the same style as his in the images before us, but this is unlikely to prove to be a 
general rule as it does not hold good either in the pair of images associated with Krishna 
(below, p. 92) or in those of which the association has been lost (below, pp. 93-94). 

I. VENUGOPALA. Height 29, 39 em, Treasure trove, South India. 

Almost as florid in style as Varadaraja No.7. Makara-kundalas. No triangular 
mole. Outer necklace hanging low between breasts. Undivided sacred thread. Waist­
band close to girdle. 

2 and 3. VENUGOPALA. Height 24, 29 cm. and 7, 10'5 cm. respectively. Treasure 
trove, Pattarakkudi, Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramnad District, 19II. 

These' images resemble the last and the next three in being four-armed; they differ 
from the last and resemble all the rest in not being unusually ornate or having any but 
circular necklaces' .. No. 3 is small and much corroded, but appears otherwise to differ 
from No.2 only in having a kesa-bandha instead of a kirita-makuta and patra-kundalas 
instead of makara-kundalas. No.' 2 has a waist-band in the usual position, a divided 
sacred thread and Vishnu's triangular mole above the right breast. 

4 .. VENUGOPALA. Height 10 cm. No pedestal. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole 
Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

A crude and much corroded image. The earrings are probablymakara-kundalas­
certainly not patra-kundalas. The waist band is present and sacred thread undivided. 

5 and 6. VENUGOPALA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA .. HeightofVenugopala 
II, IS and 10, 13'5 cm., of Rukmini 8'5, 12'5 and 9, 12 cm. and of Satyabhama 9'5. 12'5 
and·lo cm. respectively. Lotus pedestals, except Satyabhama No.6 in which it is missing. 
Treasure trov'e, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntui' District. 1929, 

Very similar to' NO.4 except for the addition of the female figures, both of which wear 
patra-kundalas in No. 5, those of No, 6 wearing respectively these and makara-kundalas 
after the manner oiSri Devi and Bhu Devi. In both sets Rukmini wears a breast-band 
which is missing in Satyabhama. 

7. VENUGOPALA. Height 9. 13 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk. 
Guntur District, 1929. 

Differs from the last three chiefly in the absence of the posterior pair of hands with 
the conch and diSCUS and in the presence of patra-kundalas in the ears. 

12 
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8. VENUGOPALA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. Height of Venugopala 
u'S, 17 cm., of consorts 10'5, 14'5 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole TalUk, 
Guntur District, 1929. 

An elaborately designed and beautifully finished set, Venugopala's hair is tied in 
an almost spherical kesa-bandha, secured by a band that extends over it from one s<ide to 
the other, and decorated with flowers below. Neither of his consorts have a breast-band; 
both wear karanda-makutas and· a long necklace that hangs between the breasts. All 
three figures have patra-kundalas in their ears. 

9. VENUGOPALA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA, ATTENDANTS AND SAINTS. 
(PI. xi, fig. 2.) Height (without stand) of Venugopala 5, 7'5 cm., of consorts 3'5, 6 cm. 
Lotus pedestals. Total height with stand 18 cm. Prabha missing. Treasure trove, 
Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

The three principal images ·fit into sockets on the top of a stand representing 
VaikuIJlha, Vishnu's heaven, as is shown by the door-keepers, ]aya and Vijaya, standing on 
either side near the base with discus conch, and conch discus, respectively in their hinder 
hands, the outer front ones being in the tarjini pose while the inner front ones rest on a 
mace. The stand consists of five tiers and is supported on four short legs. On the top­
most tier are the three principal images. On the next, immediately below Venugopala, is 
Garuda. On the third, which is only a little lower, are four figures with hands in the anjali 
pOse, presumably representing the four alvars traditionally assigned to the Dvapara 
Yuga-Poygai Alvar, Bhutat-Alvar, Peyalvar and Tirumalisai Alvar-thongh the small 
tuft on the top of tJ).e head which distinguishes the last of the figures from the other three 
is suggestive rather of Periyalvar. On the fourth tier are six more figures, presumably six 
of the eight alvars of the Kali Yuga. The standing figures at the two ends apparently 
represent Tirumangai Alvar with a sword and shield, and Tondaradippodi Alvar with a 
staff for supporting a flower basket. Among the Madra& Museum collection of stone images 
is a series of alvars from Tadpatri in which Tondaradippodi Alvar is represented in exactly 
the same way, his flower basket being clearly shown attached to the top of the staff. 
Next to Tirumangai Alvar is seate.d a figure in a kirita-makuta with his right hand in the 
upadesa pose, This must be the royal Kulasekhara Alvar. And next to Tonda­
J;adippodi Alvar is a similar figure but with the usual large knot of hair in place of the 
royal headdress: he no doubt represents Nammalvar. Between them are two figures with 
hands in the anjrP pose, The one next to Kulasekara Alvar, having a well defined 
sacred thread, may be identified as Periyalvar, though there is nothing distinctive a bout 
his hair. The remaining figure has the usual knot of hair divided in the middle, the 
significance of which we do not understand. If this represents Tiruppana Alvar all 
twelve alvars are included except two who are in a sense represented, Madhurakavi by his 
master Nammalvar and AndalbY her father Periyalvar. The late Mr. Srinivasa Raghava 
Ayyangar, who helped us with these identifications, informed us that Vedanta Desika 
gives in his Guruparampara-sara a list of the alvars from which the names of Madhu­
rakavi and Andal are omitted, stating that it was by means of the works of those 
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mentioned in the list he had been enabled to understand certain abstruse passages in the 
Vedas. The lowest tier bears the two door-keepers, one on each side, and eight lions­
three in front, three behind and one at each end-the heads of which support the upper 
tiers; and in front, on a pair of projections from its base, two cows stand ~azing upwards 
at Venugopala. 

Venugopala's knot of hair is on the left side of his head, those of both his consorts 
on their right. Rukmini wears patra-kundalas,' the other two figures makara-kundalas. 
Venugopala has a divided sacred thread, both his consorts simple ones. Rukmini has a 
breast-band and Satyabhama has not. All three images are beautifully finished though 
not very well proportioned. 

\ 10. VENUGOPALA WITH RUKMINI AND SA TY ABHAM A. (PI. x, figs. 1 & 2.) Height of 
Venugopala (including coronel) IS'S, 22'S cm., of consorts 14'5, IS'S cm.· Treasure 'trove, 
Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

The main peculiarities of this set of unusual looking images have been dealt with 
above (pp. 56-57). All three figures wear patra-kundalas. The two consorts each have a 
long necklace hanging. between their breasts and no breast-band or sacred thread. Their 
anklets ~ach consist of two rings joined by a short bar in front and behind. Venu­
gopala's sacred thread divides into three pieces. He has a waist-band in the.usual'place. 

These images are simpler and better proportioned than the last, and are very neatly 

executed. 
II. VENUGOPALA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. (PI. viii, fig. 2 & PI. xi, fig. I.) 

Height of Ve:1Ugopala 16 cm., of consorts 13 cm. No pedestals. Treasure trove, Chima­
kurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929· 

These images above (see p. 57), combine certain features of the preceding set with 
those of images in the usual style. All three have patra-kundalas, a long necklace 
hanging between the breasts and no breast-or waist-band. Venugopala's sacred thread 
is undivided and so long as to hang below the girdle. A narrow ornamental band 
hangs from the two sides of the girdle across the front of the legs, bearing a large and 
curious ornament in the middle, hooked on by its two ends. 

12. VENUGOPALA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. Height of Venugopala 22 
cm., of consorts 19 cm. No pedestals. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, 
Guntur District, 1929. 

Very crude; of the same general type as the last. 

13. VENUGOPALA. Height 16, 20'5 em. Treasure trove, Ulundangudi, Trichinopoly 
Taluk and District, I 90S. 

Very like No 2 but for the absence of .the two posterior arms with their insignia 
and for the patra-kundalas in the ears. 

14. VENUGOPALA. Height 15, 17'5 cm. Treasure trove, Peruntottam, Shiyali Taluk, 
Tanjorf'Distric;t, 1915. 

I2-A 



92· Bulletin, Madras Governmmt Museum. [G.S. I, ;2, 

Patra-kundalas; Sacred thread of the special form usually associated with Sri Devi. 
Girdle 'with a small lion-face ornament above a S-looped bow in place of the usual median 
loop. Otherwise much as in No. 13. 

IS. VENUGOPALA. Height 8'5, II cm. Treasure trove, South India. 
Very like No. 13 blltwithout'median loop to girdle. 

KRISHNA. 

Krishna as, such is represented as a man of mature years wearing makara-kllndalas in 
his ears and with his right arm extended downwards and a little forwards, its hand in the 
k~taka pose ex~ctly as in figur~s of Rama, and the left elbow projecting outwards as if to 
rest on something,. the forearm directed inwards and its hand hanging downwards; or the 
left hand may holc1 a conch, when its arm is usually raised. A stone sculpture from 
Chidambaram in the Madras Museum collection shows him standing in the former posture 
with Rukmini on his left, Satyabhama being absent. His right hand holds a shepherd's 
crook, and his left arm rests on Rukmini's shoulder. Occasionally, as in Venugopala, 
there may be an additional pair of arms behind the others to hold Vishnu's discus and 
conch. But such images are very rare. For means of distinguishing between images of 
Krishna and Manmatha, see below, p. 137. Clothing and ornamentation resemble those 
of Venugopala: 

I. KRISHNA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. Height of Krishna 71, 88 cm., of 
devis 53, 68 cm. and· 53. 67 cm. respectively. Krishna with kesa-bandha on top of head, 
de vis' kesa-bandhas behind to left side. Makara-kundalas. Broad necklaces. Krishna 
with broad S"acred thread givjng off a single strand on each side below breasts. Devis 
wjth the usual flower bud in the hand nearest Krishna; breast-band absent in both; 
threads on -trunk falling from each shoulder to unite between breasts and along back, 
then separating to pass round waist on either side. Purchased from the Ramaswami 
Templ~, Sh~rmadevi. Ambasamudram Taluk, Tinnevelly District, 1931. 

The decoration of these images is well carried out in' considerable detail in low 
relief. 

2. KRISHNA. Height 73, 89 cm. Prabha missing. Treasure trove, Nilappadi, Nega­
patam TaIuk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

A -large .figure moderately well execut~d. 

3. KRISHNA WITH RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. Height of Krishna 14, 20 cm., of 
consorts 1I,.I6·COl. No history; 

Exceptthat their hair is fastened like Krishna's in a kesa-bandha, Rukmini and 
Satyabhama show in every detail the attributes of Sri Devi and Bhu Devi respectively. 

4. (1) KRISHNA. Height 8'5, 9'5 cm. Sword, conch. Treasure trove, South India. 

1\. crude'image bf unusual form. The sword held in the right hand suggests Krishna's 
half-brotht:r satyaki rather than Krishna himself, but the conch seems to reilder the 



1932.] Hindu Metal Images. 93 

former identification impossibl.e. The conch is held low as in Panduranga, but this mild 
form of Vishnu could not be represented with a sword. 

RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. 

(See also abO'lJe under Sri Devi and Bhu Devi as well,as under Venugopald and Krishna.) 

Rukmini and Satyabhama should have the same attributes as Sri Devi and Bhu Devi 
(above, pp. 72-74), of whom they are regarded as incarnations.. They ,can, however, 
usuaJIy be distinguished from them by their hair which is often tied in a knot like 
'Krishna's-a more or less conical knot on the top of the head is" ,the commonest form­
instead of being in a kar~nda-makuta. 

I. RUKMINI AND SATYABHAMA. Height 10'5, 12 cm. and II, J2'5 cm. respectively. 
Kesa-bandha tall. Treasure trove, Peruntottam, Shiyali Taluk, Tanjore District, 1918. 

Not a perfect pair as regards either metal or design., Attributes exactly as iI\ Sri 
Devi and Bhu Devi respectively, but images of slenderer form and cruder workmanship 
than the consorts of Krishna NO·3. 

2. ,RUKMINI. Height 13, 17 cm. Kesa-bandha tall. Treasure trove, Koyilpatti, 
Tirutturaippundi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1909. 

The only other figure in this find was an image of Parvati (No; 16). Saivite and 
Vaishnavite images are sometimes found together, but it is possible' that this image was 
really. intended for Valli. 

Not unlike the last but somewhat less sleRder and better executed. 

3. SATYABHAMA. Height 13, 17 cm. Kesa-bandha tall. Treasure 
Kovur Taluk, Nellore District, 1912. 

trove, Utu-kur , 

Th.is image makes such a perfect pair with the last, even to details of the stand. that­
we cannot 'help wondering if there may not have been some confUsion' as to their history.' 
It is, however, made of slightly different metal. 

4. SATYABHAMA. Height 37, 48 cm. Kesa-bandha short, somewhat as in the devis 
of Krishna No.1. Treasure trove, Belur, Attur Taluk, Salem District, 1916. 

Very poor workmanship. All the other images of this find were Saivite, which.mA'lcel' 
our identification somewhat dubious. Rati has been suggested as perhaps moreo-likely; 
but she shOUld not have makara-kundalas. The only image of her consort' M~i'lmatha ~in: 
the collection has, however, his hair fastened in, exactly the 'same way, though tltis is 
not the case in the image of Rati found associated with it. 

5 and 6. RUKMINI. AND SATYABHAMA. Height of former pair 5; 6'5 cm. and of latte~ 
pair 4'5, 6 cm. Treasure trove, Srirangam, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1912. 

The ha'r is fastened in a kondai. The sacred'thread of Rukmini resembles- that 'Of 
Satyabhama. 

7. RUKMINI. Height 4, 5'5 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Tall!k, Guntur 
Distcict, 1929. 
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Much as in the Rukmini of the two preceding sets except that the sacred thread 
has the form cha~acteristic of Sri Devi. 

8 and 9. SATYABHAMA; Height 14, 18 cm, and 13, 14'5 cm, respectively. Treasure 
trove, Naikuppam, Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 

. Both images are of crude workmanship and stand erect without the usual bend, which 
renders identification a little doubtful, especially as the find to wnich they belong was 
evidently co:mected with a grama devata cult (see above, p, 58). No.8 wears a kirita­
makuta as do the Satyabhama images associated with Venugopala Nos. 5 and 6.' No.9 
has her hair in ~ kesa-bandha as in the Satyabhama image associated with Venu­
gopala No, 9, but on the left instead of on the right side. Both hold a water-lily in the 
right hand, the left hand hanging down. 

GARUDA. 

1. GARUDA, Standing on a platform with a socket beneath to fit on the top of a 
pole. Height of Garuda 20 cm. Treasure trove, Kankoduttavanitham, Nannilam Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1929, The other two images of this find were Saivite. 

In his right hand he holds the tail of a 5-headed cobra, on the neck of which 
his right fQot is placed. His left hand rests against his hip. A pair of oJ.1twardly 

-curved tusks protrude from his upper jaw as in terrible forms of Siva. There are patra­
kundalas in his ears. The drum and two pipes on the ground at his feet are for 
heralding the approach of Vishnu. 

2. GARUDA. Standing. Height 8'5, u'S cm. Anjali pose. Treasure trove, r.ola­
gam, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1920, 

A single-headed cobra adorns the front of the ka,randa-makuta headdress,'A' pair 
of outwardly curved tusks protrude from the upper jaw. Patra-kundalas. Vada~a.1ai 

namam. 

3. GARUDA, (PI. viii, fig. 4.) Standing. Height 8'5. H)'S cm. Anjali pose. Treasure 
trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

Makara-kundalas; Vadagalai namam. 

4. GARUDA. (PI, viii. fig. 3.) Seated. Height 6'5, IO cm. Anjali pose. Treasure 
trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

Makara-kundalas. Vadagalai namam. 

5. GARUDA. Half kneeling with the palms of the hands raised to support the feet of 
Vishnu. Height 21'5, 24 cm. ~o history. 

A very crude figure with a single-headed cob:-a hood in the front of the kirita­
makuta headdress, on the outer side of the todus in the ears and- on the lowest necklace 
above the left breast. Behind the head is a small stand for Vishnu. The right knee is 
on the ground, the left one raised. 
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6. GARUDA CARRYING VISHNU AND BHU DEVI. Attitude as in NO.5. Height of 
Garuda 7 cm. No history. 

Behind the head and shoulders is a rectangular pedestal into grooves on the top of 
which fit small images of Vishnu as Varadaraja and Bhu Devi. The groove for Sri Devi 
is empty, its image having evidently been lost. 

7. GARUDA. Attitude as in Nos. 5 and6 but with positions of legs reversed. Height 
8 cm. Copper except wings, clothing and ornaments which are of brass. No history. 

HANUMAN. 

Hanuman may be shown either as submissive before Rama, his leader and hero, or 
as active in the doing of his duties. There are two submissive poses, one (pI. vi, fig. 2) 
as a servant, the other (pI. vi, fig. 3) as a pious devotee with hands in the anjali pose. 
Of the several active poses he seems only to be shown in metal either as Rama's vahana 
or as threatening his enemies. 

1. HANGMAN. (PI. vi, fig. 2.) Standing as a servant. Height 50, 58 cm. Treasure 
trove, Vadakkuppanaiyur, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1915. 

The devotion to man of his animal servant-friends is wonderfully' depicted in this 
simple but expressive image, belonging to the fine Rama set No. I, with which it is iden­
tical in style. There is a chaplet of leaves on the head, pendants adorn the ears, the 
sacred thread is broad and undivided, a waist-band is present and the loin cloth is 
decorated with a pattern suggesting Vishnu's discus. 

2. HANUMAN. Standing as a servant., Height 14, lb cm. Treasure trove, Peruntot­
tam, Shiyali Taluk, Tanjore District, 1918. 

Posture much as in No.!. Differing chiefly in its much smaller size and more con­
ventional moulding, and in having a sacred thread of the pattern characteristic of Sri 
Devi, no waist-band, the usual median loop to the girdle and a much creased but 
undecorateci loin cloth. 

3. HANUMAN. Standing as a servant. Heigh~ 10, 13 cm. Treasure trove, Polagam, 
Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1920. 

Very like No.2 but wearing a karanda-makuta and with ornamental ends to the 
girdle on both sides, but no median loop. 

4. HANUMAN. (PI: vi, fig. 3.) Standing as a devotee. Hei~ht 35,46 cm. Treasure 
trove, South India. 

A much more ornate and conventional image than any of the prEceding. The hair 
'is tied in a kesa-ba3dha on top of the head, the sacred thread divides into two and the 
waist-band is present. The forell.ead is marked with a namam of the Vadagalai form. 

5. HANUMAN. Half kneeling as a devotee. Height 4'5 cm. No history. 

6. HANUMAN. Standing with a tray' or pedestal on his head and holding a fruit 
to his lips. Height about 19,28 cm. Treasure trove,Srinivasanallur, Musiri Taluk, 
Trichinopo!y'District, 1914. 



Bulletin, Madras Government Museum. [G.s. I, 2, 

The significanceonhis iniage is not understood. 

7· HANUMAN. Standing . ",ith his right hand raised as if to strike a blow. Height 
10, 12 cm. No history. 

Very crude. 

S. HANUMAN. Half kneeling with the right forearm and hand raised and facing 
outwards, the left hand holding a dagger. Height 7,8 cm. Brass. No history. 

Profusely but very crudely decorated, with a kirita-mak~ta headdress. The left 
knee rests on the ground, the right one being raised. Tengalai namam present. 

9. HANUMAN. Standing with Rama seated on his right arm and Lakshmana on his 
left. Height of Hanuman 9 cm. Total height from top of Rama's head to ground U em. 
No history. 

Somewhat crude. The arms of Rama and Lakshmana are in their characteristic 
position. 

10. HANUMAN. Half kneeling with the palms of the hands raised to support the 
feet of Rama. Height 3'5. :.fS cm. No history. 

Astand for Rama, with sockets for a prabha, is attached behind the head. 

ALVARS. 
(See also under Venugopala No.9.) 

A.1ist of the twelve alvars, with their individual characteristics so far as any are 
prescribed for them, has been given in the introduction to this catalogue (above, P.9) . 

. This has been based on information obtained from the late Mr. Srinivasa Raghava Ayyan­
gar, from Pandit E. R. Krishnamachar and from the Nalayira-divya-praballdham, often 
referred to as the, "Tamil Veda ".1 But even when their characteristics are fully shown, 
which is by no means always, they are obviously not in every case adequate for 
complete identification, and there is nothing by which the first three in the list can be 
distinguished either from one another or from the acharyas, nor can the others always 
be distinguished from these. The'cymbals and bells are not always shown in Madhura­
kavi Alvar and Periyalvar respectively, when these two become indistinguishable unless 
the tuft is very clearly shown or unless, the latter is seated-in which case he would 
'be indistinguishable without the bells (apart from his tuft) from the £.rst three. It even 
happens, apparently frequently, that Periyalvar is given cymbals like Madhurakavi Alvar . . , 

-in place of his bells.- Tondaradippodi Alvar's basket seems to be more constantly 
sh~wn. Without it 'he too would be indistinguishable from Madhurakavi Alvar and 
P~riyalvar. 

I. ALVAR. Height 18, 31 cm. Treasure trove, Tiruppuvanam, Sivaganga Taluk, 
Madura District, -1910. 

1 This is a compellliium or hymns sung by the twelvo Alvars. It was printed by the Srinikotan Pross, Madras, in 
I¥,-hi\vi"ng-booii edited by- U; V. Srinivasa Tatacbarya Swamigal. 

• Conceming the difficulty o! distinguishiog such images from those of Tirujn~na Saolbandha as a man 500 above, 
p. IS· 
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May represent any of the first three Alvars, or perhaps even one of the others with '. 
sacred thread. 

2. ALVAR. Seated. Height 6'5, 9 cm. No history. 

3. AI.VAR. Seated. Height 4'5, 6'5 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, 
Guntur District, 1929· 

4. TIRUMALISAI ALVAR. Standing. Height 37, 49 cm. Treasure trove, Tirup­
puvanam, Sivag:mga Taluk, Madura District, 1910. 

The eyes are -fully open and the hair is fastened in a knot on the top of the head. 
But Tirumalisaiis the only alvar that can be represented as standing _with his hands 
in the anjali pose. 

5. NAMMALVAR WITH RAMANUJA. (Hooper, opposite p. 28.) Seated. Height 7, 
10 cm. Lotus pedestal fitting into a rectangular stand about 3 cm. high, 12 long and 6 
wide, surmounted by a prabha about 19 em. high. No history. 

In the figure of Nammalvar the hair is secured in a knot on the top of the head but 
leaning over a little towards the right; there are lotus buds and other ornaments behind 
the ears; and the necklace, as well as completely encircling the neck, has long free ends 
which hang down in front of the body. The left hand faces upwards but its manuscript 
is missing. The hands are quite out of proportion to the rest of the figure. 

The figure of Ramanuja. is much' smaller, correct in form but. distinctly crude in 
finish. 

In both figures the forehead bears the Vadagalainamam. 

The arch of the prabha arises from the usual pair of makara heads. Above them 
are the discus and chank on the outer side and a pair of long tailed birds on the inner. 
Above is a figure of Ranganatha on his serpent couch, the whole be"irl'g surmounted by the 
usual yali head. 

6. NAMMALVAR WITH RAMANUJA AND ~ADHURAKAVI. Seated. Height 6'S, 9 cm. 
No history. 

Very similar to NO.5, even.to the Vadagalai namam and the free. ends -of. the neck­
lace, but better executed. Nammalvar's hair is in a spiral knot pushed wen .Pil.ck and 
to th~ right. Ramanuja and Madhurakavi are shown in ,miniature at the base, of, tbe 
pedestal, seated as usual with hands in the anjali pose,- the former (on the right) carrying. 
his characteristic staff with a cloth at the top. 

Madhurakavi, being born just before the end of the Dvapara Yuga, comes in -the 
traditional list before his master Nammalvar who: was born just after the beginnipg: of the 
Kali Yuga. Nammalvar stands at the head of the line of acharyas. of whom~ R~_manuja 
was the greatest. 

7. NAMMALVAR. Seated. Height 4,6'5 cm. Treasure trove, Chimakurti,.OIlgple 
Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

13 
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A cruder and less correct image than either of· the others, without disciples. The 
ornaments appear to be composed mainly of rudraksha beads, a Saivite form of decora­
tion. The second instead of the first finger of the right hand touches the tip of the thumb. 
And the left hand is not in the usual position for holding a manuscript . 

. 8. PERIYALVAR. Standing. Height 17. 20 cm. Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore 
Taluk and District, 1925. 

The hands are in the anjali pose instead of holding bells or cymbals respectively 
according to whether Madhurakavi or Periyalvar was intended. The small tuft of hair 
seems, however, to indicate the latter. 

9. TONDARADlPPODl ALVAR. Standing. (Hooper, opposite p. IS.) Height 37. 47 cm. 
Treasure trove, Tiruppuvanam, Sivaganga Taluk, Madura District, 1910. 

The basket hangs on the left arm. A Vadagalai namam is present. The name T01J~a­
ra~ippodi Alvar is inscribed on the pedestal in modern Tamil characters. 

10. TONDARADlPPODl ALVAR. Standing. Height II, 12 cm.Treasure trove, Thogur, 
'J J.njore Taluk and District, 1925. 

Rather a crude image with the basket on the.right arm. 

II. TIRUMANGAI ALVAR. Standing. Height 56, 75 cm. Treasure trove, Srimvasa­
nalIur, Musiri Taluk, Trichinopoly District, 1914. 

A particularly well executed image.. The knot of hair, which is portrayed in the finest 
detail, is situated rather behind the centre of the head; but the image is identified by the 
kataka pose of the two hands for the reception of sword and shield which are missing. 
There are small lotus buds behind the ears and pendants (? small makara-kundalas) hang 
from the lobes. 

ACHARYAS. 

(See also under Natnmalvar.) 

I. NATHAMUNI WITH UYYAKKONDAR, MANAKKAL NAMBI AND ALAVANDAR. 
Height 3"5,6'5 cm. Lotus pedestal, with the three subsidiary figures below. No history. 

Of the three small figures below the centre, one holds a cloth on a stick, distinguish­
ing him as either Alavandar 9r Ramanuja. If Ramanuja was interided the principal figure 
should be Nammalvar; but this is impossible as a sacred thread is present in addition to 
the pose not being that prescribed for him .. If Alavandar was intended the principal figure 
must be Nathamuni, and the smaller subsidiary figures Manakkal Nambi and Uyyak­
kondar, identifications to which no objection appears. The probability of their being 
correct receives confirmation from the fact that these particular four acharyas have to be 
nauled by all Sri Vaishna,ras every day in their morning, noon and evening prayers. 

2. RAMANUJA. Height 5'5, 9'5 cm .. No history. 
This somewhat crude image may represent either Alavandar or Ramanuja; but 

images of the former are not commonly made. 
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EMBLEMS OF VISHNU. 

Only Nos. 3 and 4 of the following list are finished on both ddes. 

I. CONCH. Height 17'5, 22 cm. Dextral and much conventionalised. Lotus pedestal. 
Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

2. DISCUS. Height (including flames) 18, 22 cm. Crossed equilateral triangles in 
centre, numerous rays, 4 marginal flames. Lotus pedestal. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, 
On~ole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

3. DISCUS. Height 40,61 cm. Central flames on both sides, 8 rays, 4 marginal flames, 
2 smallsupporting lions. No history. 

4. DISCUS. Height 22, 34 cm. Yali face in centre on one side, 8-petalled lotus on other, 
16 rays, 3 marginal flames, I basal lotus, 2 small supporting lions. Mounted on socket for 
a pole. No history. 

5. DISCUS. Height 30, 43 ·cm. Yali face in centre in front, nothing behind, 12 rays, 
4 marginal flames, 2 small supporting lions. Treasure trove, Vellore, North Arcot District, 
1913. 

6. DISCUS. Height 10, 16 cm. Rays forming an 8-petalled lotus in front, absent behind; 
4 marginal flames and a pair of streamers, 8 marginal semicircular projections, one at 
base of eachftame and one in each interspace. No history. 

7. SUDARSANA. (Hooper, frontispiece.) Height 24 cm. Crossed equilateral triangles 
incentre with 6-armed figure in front: discus, conch; arrow, bOw; lotus, mace. A 
~arginal garland above and at sides, 4 flames, 2 streamers. No history. 

8. SUDARSANA. Height 6, 7 cm. Crossed equilateral triangles in centre with 8-armed 
figure in front: discus, conch; sword, shield; mace, lotus; abhaya, varada. Streamers 
small, 3 marginal flames, lotus support, lotus pedestal. Presented by the Superintendent; 
no further history. 

9. SUDARSANA.' Height about 15, 20 cm. Disc bearing crossed equilateral triangles 
in front, single ~me (pointing upwards) behind; supported by pair of yalis; flames all 
round, of which one at top and one on each side are slightly enlarged. Front figure with 
eight pairs of arins: discus, conch; axe, plough; javelin, noose; bow, arrow; goad, some 
broken object; flame, pestle; sword, ? mace; kataka (for flower), trident. On back, 
Nat:asimha with four pairs of arms: raised to beat, conch; discus, bow and arrow; sword, 
mace; tearing demon's stomach (both). Demon with sword in one h~nd, shield in other. 
Prahlada standing below in anjali pose. Lotus pedestal with two five-headed cobras 
on each side of square base. No history. 

,The petals of the lotus pedestal bear in modern Grantha characters the sacred 
ashtakshari mantra &\l'lf JEGr3rr JE rrrrrrllJiiIJl1Tff.t.J, Om! Nama NiiriiyaIJiiya, "Om! Salutation to 

1 In the collection of Mr. R. F. Stoney. 

13-A 
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Narayana." Letters known as bijaksharas or seed-letters are present on the front of the 
disc. Each represents a particular idea, but its significance is revealed to initiates only. 

VISHNU'S FEET AND SANDALS. 

I. PADUKA. Base of pedestal 6 cm. square. No history. 

2. PADUKA. Base of pedestal 4 cm. in diameter. Treasure trove, Peruntottam, 
Shiyali Taluk, Tanjore .District, 1918. Somewhat crude. 

3 and 4. PADUKA. Bases of pedestals S.cm. square and 3'5 cm. in diameter respect­
ively .. Treasure trove, Chimakurti, Ongole Taluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

In the former the base is square, in the latter it is round. 

5. PADUKA. A pair of sandals 19 cm. long without any attached pedestal. Treasure 
trove, Chimakurti, OngoleTaluk, Guntur District, 1929. 

The peg for the toes to grip in each has an umbrella-like top, in the centre. of which 
is set a ~hite stone in that of the right foot, the cavity alone being now found in that of 
the left "foot. The part between the heel (5 cm. across) and the ball of the foot (8 cm. 
across) is extremely narrow-barely 2 cm. across. These sandals have originally~ been 
covered with gold leaf with designs upon it, of which traces still remain. . 

-6. SATHARI. Base of pedestal 4'5 cm. in diameter. No history. Gilded. 

SAIVITE IMAGES. 

SIVA AS SUKHASANA; 

I. SUKHASANA. Height 39 cm. Axe, antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. Pedestal 
,missing 1~ Treasure trove, Tanjore District. 

. Snake and crescent very small and inconspicu.0us on right and left respectively of 
upper part of headdress. Makara-kundala in right ear, patra-kundala in left. Necklace 
and· waist-band with large and finely finished ornaments in middle in front. Sacred 
thread divided into two below smallomamental knot above left breast. Antelope spotted, 
its breast and back of head towards Siva, its feet resting on tips of his fingers. 

In the absence of the -pedestal it is impossible to be sure that this figure did not really 
form part of an Umasahita or Somaskanda group. 

SIVA AS CHANDRASEKHARA. 

I. CHANDRASEKHARA. 2 (PI. xii, figs. I and 2 and PI. xiii, fig. 1.) Axe, antelope; 
abhaya, katyavalambita. Stand inscribed. 

We are indebted to Prof. Jouveau-Dubreuil of Pondicherry for our information 
reg~rding this important image. Its special interest, which led him to draw our attention 

1 The pedestal on which it is DOW placed formed part of a treasure trove find from Tiruvelangadu, Chittoor 
District, 1907 • 

. ,.s l'"roIri photograpbskindty ·obtaiifea for us, with permission to reproduce them, by Prof. Jouveau-Dubreuil, 
from the Musee Guimet, Paris, .. to which he bad presented the image which. he had purchased in South India. 
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to it, lies in the fact that it is inscribed in· a manner which enables' us approximately ~c 
date it, and with it probably most if not all other images, of its type,o-f face, necklaces' 
and draperies. 

The inscription (pI. xiii, fig. I) reads as follows:-

Line 1. ~~c5* "'(!!l~UJlTySJ GIJ6lJ'-I fI Ii SvastiSri,Arumoli teva purat 
Line 2 . .##10 U6\)LJ;a tC ~rrr (!Jj(ifDLw.rIT tup palapari yiSvar-a mutaiyar 

Line 3. (;Ja;ITu96Biu c5Ud6rC!::f'm.(!!j~iDQ~ koyi/;1 Sripali eluntaru{um de 

Line 4. 6lJi jIllD~lFlT~ 6IT1U1ti/f1T ! var hast(;) cM lai Naya nar 

It may be translated thus--" Hail! Prosperity! The god of Hastichalai, i.e., 
Hastisalai (? elephant':stable) [who is] carried in SrI-bali (procession) in the' local temple 
of PhalabharIsvara (Siva) in the village of ArumoJ.jdevapura." . 

The formation of the letters in the above inscription (see pI. xiii) shows that it must be 
assigIl,f~d to Later Chola times. It is not possible to assign it to the time of Rajaraja I 
(985-1014 A.D.) for in all his Inscriptions the lette'rs are of more archaic type-a devp.lop­
ment of the script from the time of the Palla va Vijaya Nandivikramavami'an, (8th century): 
Comparison with an inscription of Rajaraja I published (with plate) in South Indilln 
Inscriptions, III, pI. iv; No. 17, shows that while the inscription of Chandrasekara No. I has 

. a tendency towards flatness in treatment-a characteristiC feature of later Ta'miI-and 
includes the iuajority of Tamil letters, that of Rajaraja I tends towards the Pallava­
Grantha alphabet and ornateness in treatment, making it less e~sy to read by the ordinary 
Tamil people than the former. Curves and terminal endings to mark vowels are in a 
decorative and symmetrical style in the inscription of Rajaraja l,while on the Chandra­
sekhara image they are irregular, the scribe having paid no heed to sYlJlmetry. The 
mark for long i (I) is a regular semicircle in Rajaraja's inscription, while it is a flat 
semi-oval on the image and differs in that the loop indicating the length of tbe -vowel is 
on the left of the semi-circle and not on the right. 

2. CHANDRASEKHARA. Height 28,38 cm. Axe, antelope; abhaya, katyavalambita. 
Treasure trove, Tiruppundi, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1925. 

Very like No. I, but greatly worn and without any ornament between the 'legs or any 
anklet. The face and breast of the antelope are towards Siva as they are in No. I also, 
instead of the head being turned so as to face along the back as is more usual. The 
median loop of the girdle is deep and somewhat narrow. 

3. CHANDRASEKHARA. (PI. xiii, fig. 4.) Height 23. 30, with prabha 38 cm. Axe, 
antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. Treasure trove, Okkur, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore 
District, 1919. 

A much corroded image of the same type as Nos. 1 and 2. A large tassel is present 
between the legs but there is no anklet. The face and tail of the antelope are towards 
Siva. 

4. CHANDRASEKHARA. Height 31, 42 , with prabha 55 em. Axe,' antelope; ahhaya, 
varada. Treasure trove, Panangattangudi, Na:nnilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924. 
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An image of Chola type. The median loop of the girdle is broad and shallow as 
in Vishnu No. I. The antelope's head is not twisted, but the whole animal faces away 
frorp Siva instead of towards him as in Chandrasekhatas Nos. I and 2. Anklets are 
present on both legs. The crescent moon is clearly shown on the left half of the head­
dress a little above the middle. 

5. CHANDRASEKHARA. (PI. xx, fig. I.) Height 50,65 cm. Axe, antelope; abhaya, 
varada. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk,_ Chittoor District, 1907. 

A nicely finished image of more ordinary type. The headdress bears a skull in the 
middle line near the base and a cobra and crescent to right and -left respectively above. 
The face and tail of the antelope are towards Siva. 

6. CHANDRASEKHARA. Height 24, 40 cm. Axe, antelope; abhaya, varada. Treasure 
trove, Kapugompalli·, Bhadrachalam Taluk, East Godavari District, 1927. 

A very crude figure wearing a low kirita-makuta, from the right side of which appear 
the head and shoulders _of the goddess Ganga, while the left bears the crescent. There 
are makara-kundalas in both ears. The face and tail of the antelope are towards Siva. 

7. CHANDRASEKHARA.(PI. xxiii, fig. 5.) Height I I, 13'5 cm.; with prabqa 17 cm.­
Axe, antelope; noose, elephant goad. Treasure trove, Karappidagai, Negapatam Talllk, 
Tanjore District, 1920 (see p. 58). 

One of a find of crude and more or less uncanonical images. _ The head bears a 
karanda-makuta and patra-kundalas hang from both ears. The axe faces inwards instead 
9f outwards, as does also the antelope, the head of which is not twisted round over its back. 
The legs are covered to the ankles by the cloth, but the -genitalia are visible. This 
nudity, though inc9mplete, combines with the emblems of the lower hands to suggest the 
possibility that the image may have been intended to -represent Bhairava and not 
Chandrasekhara, though his dog is missing. . 

-'-

8. CHANDRASEKHARA. (Pl. xiii, fig. 3.) Height 23'5, 28 cm. Axe, antelope; varada, 
abhaya. Lotus pedestal with tips of petals strongly raised on wide square base. 
Treasure trove,. Vadakkuppoyyur, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1923. 

A most unusual type of image with half-prabha attached to the back of the headdr8s 
and upper arms. The crescent is conspicuous across the middle of the upper part of the 
headdress. A snake coils round -the upper part of the arms on each side. The lower 
draperies are convtlntionalised and much ornamented, but not altogether on the usual 
plan. Between the prabha and the head is a small halo. The face and tail of the 
antelope are towards Siva. See above, p. 61. 

9. CHANDRASEKARA. Height 20, 27 cm. Axe, antelope; varada, abhaya. Lotus 
pedestal on wide square base. Treasure trove, Settipulam; Tirutturaippundi Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1927. 

An image in somewhat the same curious style as the last but cruder and much less 
elaborate. A snake is coiled round the headdress, above the jewel that decorates the 
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middle of its base in front and below the crescent. A face looks out from the left side of 
the headdress above the snake and a similar one from the right earring. A snake is 
coiled round each wrist, hanging down over the hand. The sacred thread is twisted once 
round the waist band, the sides of which are joined by a pair of bands to a pendant hang­
ing between the breasts from the lower necklace. Another sh.ort band joins the upper 
end of the right hand one of these bands with the middle of the waist-band where the 
sacred thread twists round it. The tail and face of the antelope are towards Siva. 

CHANDRASEKHARA (SIVA) WITH PARVATI AS PRADOSHAMURTI. 

In all these images Siva and Parvati are mounted on a single lotus pedestal of 
oval form. 

I. PRADOSHAMURTI. Height of Siva 26, 33 cm., of Parvati 21, 29 em., of· whole' 
with prabha 43 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, round Parvati's shoulders. Parvati: 
kat aka, hanging. Treasure trove, Panangattang~di, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 
1924. 

An image of Chola type. There is a double Datura flower in Siva's headdress to 
the right of the jewel, and a sna!:e and crescent to right and left respectively above. 
The tail and right cheek of the antelope are towards Siva, who has no median loop to 
his girdle and no anklets. Parvati bears the projecting elbow ornaments often found 
in this class of image. 

2. PRADOSHAMURTI. Height of Siva 27, 35 cm., of Parvati 21, 29 cm., of whole with 
prabha 46 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, round Parvati's shoulders. Parvati: water­
lily, hanging. Treasure trove, Vembavur, Perambalur Taluk, Trichinopoly District, 1927. 

If the necklaces were shown in less strong relief they might suggest an affinity to the 
preceding Image; but there any possible similarity of style ends, the style of Srinivasa 
No. 4 being the nearest, though that is a better proportioned and better finished image 
than this. The axe faces forwards instead of outwards. The face and tail of the 
antelope are towards Siva. 

3. PRADOSHAMURTI. Height of Siva 30, 39 cm., of Parvati 24, 38 cm., of whole with 
prabha 47 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, round Parvati's shoulders. Parvati: kataka, 
hanging. Treasure trove, Abhivriddhisvanim, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1907. 

A better proportioned and better finished image than the last, with slender necklaces 
devoid of pendants. Siva like Parvati has makara-kundalas in both ears. He wears a 
single anklet rather high up on the right leg. The breast and the back of the head of the 
antelope are towards him. 

4. PRADOSHAMURTI. Height of Siva 33, 43 em;, of ParvRti 26,36 cm., pra bha missing. 
Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, round Parvati's shoulders. Parvati: kataka, hanging. 
Treasure trove, Vembavur, Perambalur Taluk, Trichinopoly District, 1927. 

Not unlike NO.3, but of less minutely detailed finish. The earrings are normal as in 
Nos. I and 2. The necklaces are. even simpler than in NO.3. The sacred thread . EliffellS 
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from that of all three in not dividing into two and in having no knot. Siva wears a single 
anklet rather high up on the right leg. The face and tail of the antelope are 
towards him. 

SIVA AND PARVATI AS UMAMAHESVARA. 

I. UMAMAHESVARA WITH SONS AND ATTENDANTS. Height of Siva 8 cm., of whole 
with pedestal and prabha 18 cm. Siva: trident, cobra; abhaya, round Parvati's waist. 
Parvati: on Siva's waist, lotus bud. Seated on lotus pedestal with Subrahmanya on 
peacock to right, bull in front, Ganesa on musk-rat to left, a peacock between Ganesa 
and bull. Each side of base of prabha with rearing yali supported on elephant; above, 
foliage in front of which sit nine figures in anjali pose, representing the ga1Jas or 
attendants of Siva. No history. 

The body of the cobra extends behind Siva's hair and its tail curves round behind 
the trident. Parvati's hair is tied in a knot. 

2. UMAMAHESVARA. An inferior image very like the central pair of No. I, 

except that Siva's upper hands hold the usual axe and antelope respectively and that 
Parvati wears the usual karanda-makuta; The face and tail of the antelope' are towards 
Siva. No history. 

SIVA WITH PARVATI AS UMASAHITA. 

In all these images Siva and Parvati have separate pedestals, often united to a single 
rectangular stand. 

I. UMASAHITA. (Pl. xiv, fig. 2.) Standing. Height 35,43 cm., of Parvati 29, 38 em. 
Siva's upper hands face outwards; their emblems have been broken off; front hands 
abhaya, ahuyavarada. Parvati with lotus bud in right hand. Treasure trove, Settipulam, 
Tirutturaippundi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1927. 

The treatment of this image, especially of tbe ends of Siva's girdle, and the presence 
of projecting elbow ornaments not only in Parvati but even in the fork between the two 
elbows of each side of the 4-aimed Siva, clearly place this image in the same class-as 
Vishnu No .. I in spite of several marked differences in detail of necklaces, sacred thread 
and girdle. Siva's headdress bears a jewel in front. Above this it bears a cobra on the 
right and a crescenfmoon on the left. A double Datura flower is represented below the 
cobra to the right of the jewel. All these emblems are in particularly high relief. Parvati 
wears a karanda-makuta closely resembling those of the Bhu Devi images associated 
with Vishnu No. I and Srinivasa No. 1. Siva's right ear and both Parvati's ears bear 
makara-kundalas; Siva's left ear bears a patra-kundala. In both images the median 
loop of the girdle has the conventional parallel-sided form. In the Siva image there is 
above it a particularly -large lion-face ornament with large and widely opened mouth, 
and the ends of the girdle project most elegantly at the sides. In the Parvati image there 
are neither lion-face ornament nor projecting ends to the girdle, but the pleated end of 
the cloth projects backwards from the inner sidebf the left leg, which is covered to the 
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ankle, the right one being covered only to the knee. Siva's legs, as in Chandrasekhara 
No. 1 <'.lso, are bare almost to the top, except that the left one bears an anklet at the level 
to which the ends Of the girdle fall. 

2. UMASAHITA. Standing. Height 31'5, 39 cm., of Parvati 25, 31 cm. Siva's upper 
hands face forwards; the emblem of the right has been broken off, the left holds an 
antelope; front hands abhaya, varada. Treasure trove, Nidur, Mayavaram Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1931. 

The girdle and necklaces are quite unlike those of Vishnu No. I. Siva's headdress 
bears a jewel (? or skulJ)in the centre below with a Datura flower on its right and a lotus 
on its left. Above the Datura is a cobra and above the lotus a crescent. Earrings are as 
in Umasahita No. I. The antelope's face and tail are towards Siva. Parvati's legs are 
both covered to the ankle. 

3. UMASAHITA. Seated. Height of Siva 31,,.6 cm., of Parvati 25, 39 cm. Siva: 
axe, antelope; abhaya, varada. Parvati: lotus bud, varada. Low lotus pedestals forming 
part of large plain rectangular stand. Treasure trove, Tanjore District, 191 I. 

The girdle and cloth, though somewhat crudely worked, are fully decorated; but as is 
usual in seated figures, they cannot well be compared with those of standing figures. 
That this image is of Chola type is, however, indicated by the general form of the neck­
laces (poor though these are in finish), by Parvati's projecting elbow ornaments (though 
these are by no means distinct), and by the treatment of the face. 

A skull is represented· in Siva's headdress below the jewel, above which are two 
rather obscure objects, that on the right probably representing either a flower or a seated 
figure of Ganga, and that on the left probably a lotus or Datura flower. The crescent moon 
above the latter is clearly shown but not the cobra usually found on the right. 

Earrings are as in Umashahita No. I. Siva's sacred thread is knotted in front 
to a thinner and shorter thread passing from the right shoulder round the left side of the 
body and crossing the sacred thread behind. Parvati's body threads are of the Sri Devi 
type. The breast and the. back of the head of the antelope are towards Siva. 

4. UMASAHITA. Seated. Height of Siva 35, 41 cm., of Parvati 27, 32 cm. 3iva: 
axe, antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. Patvati: kataka, resting on seat. Lotus pedestals 
but no stand. Treasure trove, Panangattangudi, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924 . . 1 _. _ 

This image evidently belongs to'the same class as the last but is in some ways less 
typical. The projecting elbow orna'ment is distinct on Parvati's left arm but cann~t be 
distinguished at all on her right. Siva's hair is remarkable for the unusual emphasis 
placed by the artist upon it rather than upon the emblems 'which it carries. His face is 
not well moulded, and appears to have been damaged and worked over by way of repair, 
the riose having' been redu'ced to an altogether disproportionately slender form. His 
sacred thread di~ides into two a little below the breasts" the upper part passing as 
usual 'round the 'right side of the b~dy. Parvati's sacred thread is undivided. The back 
of her left hand is tattooed. 

14 
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5. UMASAHlTA: (Gangoly, I, pl. xxviii, as Sukhasinamurti.) Seated. Height of 
Siva 37, 48 cm., of Parva~i 27, 37 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. 
Parvati: kataka, resting on seat. Separate lotus pedestals. Treasure trove, Sikkil, 
Nanriilam Taluk, Tanjore District, I9CI9. ,_, 

A better finished pair of images than any of the preceding, but of ordinary type. 
Both images have makara-kundalas in both ears. On either side of the jewel in Siva's 
headdress is a flower, that on the right apparently a double Datura and that on the left 
a lotus' with the usual cobra and crescent above them. The antelope's tail and face are 
towards Siva. Each figure wears two slender necklaces of simple pattern. 

SIVA WITH PARVATI AND SKANDA (SUBRAHMANYA) AS SOMASKANDA. 

,All three figures in these images have separate lotus pedestals or are fixed direct 
on theit rectangular stand. 

I. SOMASKANDA. Height of Siva 33, 50 cm., of Parvati 27, 44 cm., of Subrahmanya 
15'5, 29 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. Parvati: kataka, varada. 
Subrahmanya: kataka, fruit. Treasure trove, Nidur, Mayavaram Taluk, Tanjore District, 
1931. 

The treatment of this image, especially the necklaces and faces, clearly mark it as 
of Chola type, in spite of the absence of the projecting elbow ornaments. The usual 

. snake and a flower are present on right and If'ft respectively of the jewel in Siva's 
headdress, which lacks the usual crescent. The flower is probably a Datura. The face 
and tail of the antelope are towards Siva. Subrahm'anya is shown as standing erect 
and wears a karanda-makuta and patra-kundalas. 

2. SOMASKANDA. (Gangoly I, pI. xxix.) Height of Siva 47, 75 cm., of Parvati '38, 
66cm., of Subrahmanya 20, 46 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. Parvati: 
-' .. 

'kataka, varada. Subrahmanya: lotus bud, lotus bud. Lotuspedestals arising from large 
rectangular base. Treasure trove, Nellore town, 1913. 

A well executed image of normal type. The necklaces are broad, heavily embossed 
and unusually numerous. - Siva's headdress bears the snake and crescent on either side 
above·the jewel, with a flower, probablY a Datura, between the jewel and ~he snake. The 
breast and the back of the head of the antelope are towards Siva. Subrahmanya wears 
a karanda-'makuta and patra-kundalas. His kne s bend somewhat outwards. 

3. SOMASKANDA. (PI. xv, fig. 2.) Height (I' Siva 37, 56 cm., of Parvati 26,44 cm., of 
SubrahmanYa IS, 30 cm. Siva: axe, antelope; aohaya, ahuya-varada. Parvati: kataka, 
varada. Subrahmanya lotus' bud, lotus bud. Lotus pedestals arising from large 
rectangular stand. Treasure trove, South Arcot' District, 1886 .. 

Both skull and jewel are clearly shown in Siva's headdress, the· latter above the 
former, something probably iqtended for a flower being present a Httle above the jewel, 
with the snake and .crescent on either side of and a little above it. The tail and face of 
the antelope are towa'rds' Siva. Subrahmanya has his hair tied in a kesabandha and 
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wears todus . in his ears. Both his feet rest on the ground, but his legs are bent in a 
manner suggestive of dancing. 

,4. S.oMASKANDA. (PI, xv, fig. 1; also Hiirliman, pl. 43.), Height of Siva, 19, 28 cm., 
of Parvati 14, 23 cm. Subrahmanya missing. Siva: axe, antelope; skull-bowl, tr.ident. 
Parvati: iotus bud, ahuya-varada. Rectangular stand. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, 
Tiruttani Taluk, Chitto or District, 1907 . 

. 'This -unusual and rather striking image is much the smallest Somaskanda in the 
collection. Siva's headdress bears on the right side the crescent at the top and the skull 
at the bottom with snakes between, and on the left side snakes with a large Datura flower 
near thebott~m, all shown in the round. Siva wears a makara-kundala in his right ear and 
a deeply cylindrical patra-kundala in his left. Parvati has patra-kundalas of normal form 

. in both ears. The right hind leg of the antelope is held between the first two fingers.. of 
Siva's left hand .. Its face and tail are towards him. The armlets of both figures -are 
somewhat cobra-like in form. A large ornament hangs down the middle of Siva's back 
with three locks of long hair on either side of it, curled round at their ends as if to 
suggest the tails of snakes. Parvati's hair falls in seven ringlets, of which the two 
outermost on each side are twisted into the shoulder ornaments. The girdles of both 
figures have ornamental bows on both sides. At the front of the stand between the two 
figures are two circular depressions evidently intended to receive Subrahmanya's feet, but 
the figure is missing. But for this piece of evidence the figure would have had to be 
regarded as Umasahita. 

SIVA, WITHMINAKSHI (PARVATI) AND VISHNU, AS KALYANASUND,ARA. 

1. KALYANASUNDARA. Height of Vishnu and Siva 17, 19 cm., of Minakshi 13'5. 
15:5 cm. Lotus pedestals fitting into slots on rectangular stand, surmounted by prabha. 
Height from top of prabha to bottom of stand 34 Col. Vishnu: discus, conch; vessel 
with spout -for pouring water in token of giving Minakshi away, katyavalambita. 
Minakshi: ready to be grasped by Siva, blue water-lily. Siva: axe, antelope; stretched 
out to grasp Minakshi's hand, lotus bud. Purchased from a family in Madura, who had 
been using it for w<;>rship. 

Vishnu and .Siva are practically alike except for their positions, emblems and 
headdresses, the Vadagalai namam of the former. and the third eye of the latter. 
Minakshi has the sun and moon ornaments commonly worn by brides, a small kondai on 
the top of her head and her back hair in a long plait. 

SIVA AS GANGADHARA. 

I. GANGADHARA. Height 19, 21 cm. Trident (both back hands); abhaya, varada. 
No history. 

A crude image with makara-kundalas in both ears. Ganga is not shown. 
14-A 



lOS Bulletin, Madras Govermnent Museu",. [G.s. I, 2, 

.8IVA AS VISHAPAHARANA. 

I. VISHAPAHARANA. Seated. Height 43, 62 cm. Axe, antelope; poison, cobra. 
Treasure trove, Kilappudanur, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

The treatment of this image, especially the high relief of the details of the headdress, 
seems to indicate affinity with Somaskanda NO.4. The headdress bears a Datura 
flower, moulded in the round as in that image and certain Natesa images, on its left side 
and an imperfect crescent, apparently also designed in the round, on the right near the top. 
There are makara-kundalas in both ears. The inner of the two necklaces is very broad 
and plain. The outer one appears to have been designed with an ornamental centre­
piece, but its surface is now quite smooth. The sacred thread is divided into three, its 
broad central portion being looped over the right forearm. The face and breast of the 
antelope are towards Siva. 

2. VISHAPAHARANA. (PI. xiii, fig. 5.) Height 17'5,21 em., whole with prabha 25'5 cm. 
Axe, antelope; poisop, abhaya. Treasure trove, Settipulam, Tirutturaippundi Taluk, 
TanjoreDistrict, 1927. 

A crude image in much the same style as Chandrasekhara NO.9, but with complete 
prabha, removable from the base which is of more normal dimensions. Earrings as in 
that image, but with yali head in much stronger relief. The top of the jata-makuta 
bears a Datura flower on the right and a crescent on the left. Lower down is a human 
face in low relief in the centre with a yali head in the round on either side of it, and still 
lower down a jewel. 

SIVA AS DAKSHINAMURTI. 

I. DAKSHINAMURTI WITH RISHIS AND ANIMALS. Height 5, 9'5 cm. Snake (?), 
flaming torch; upadesa, manuscript. Seated on Mount Kailasa with right foot upon the 
demon Apasmara, bull on his right, two rishis on either side in front, and various men 
and animals (antelope, elephant and monkeys) each in its own cave at the back. No 
history. 

The hair is tied in a jata-bandh? with a minute snake on the right and a crescent on 
the left. 

2. VINADHARA DAKSHINAMURTI. (Gangoly 2, pI. v.) Standing. Height 53, 66 em. 
Axe, antelope; kataka, kataka (for holding the vina). Treasure trove, Tanjore District, 
19II. 

The simple treatment of this image suggests affinity with those of Chola type but the 
somewhat high relief of the ornamentation, especially the necklaces and the lion-face 
clasp of the girdle, seem to preclude this. The snake and the cres.cent are inconspicu­
ously shown on the right ancl left respectively of the top of the headd~·ess. The loin­
cloth is decorated with a single row of rather widely spaced wheels, with an additional 
pair, slightly larger and more conspicuous, at a higher level on the most prominent part 
of the buttocks. The breast and the back of the head of the antelope are towards Siva. 
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j. VINADHARA DAKSHINAMURTI. (Gopinatha Rao· II, pI. lxxx; Gangoly I, pI. xv, 
as Chandrasekhara.) Standing. Height 35, 86 cm. Axe, antelope; kataka, kataka. 
Treasure trove, Seyyanam, Arantangi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1906. 

More elaborately decorated than the last. A cobra is indicated towards the top of 
the headdress on the right, and the· crescent is conspicuous a little lower down on the 
opposite side. There is a cobra on either side of the skull, with tails intertwined below 
it. To their right is a flower, probably a single Datura, and to their left a double Datura. 
The right cheek and the breast of the antelope are towards Siva. 

4. VINADHARA DAKSHINAMURTI. (PI. xix, fig. I.) Standing. Height 67, 8g cm. 
A~e, antelope; kataka, kataka. Treasure trove, Belur, Attur Taluk, Salem District, 1916. 

This slender and gracefully poised image is unfortunately most heavily corroded. 
The treatment of the face and the folds of the loin-cloth is simple and effective, ,but the 
high relief aoo wide separation of the two necklaces, especially of the central ornament 
of the lower one, as well as the strong moulding of the headdress, prevent us from 
regarding it as definitely ofChola type. The breast and the bac.k of th~ head of the 
antelope are towards Siva. The lotus pedestal is particularly good. 

SIVA AS NATESA. 

Natesa images, or Natarajas as they are commonly called by the craftsmen who 
make them, form a group which cannot readily be compared with other images on 
account of the completely different pose that is given to them as part of their expression 
of. great activity. As their number is naturally very much smaller than that of all other 
images considered together, the evidence available as to any evolution of style that may 
have taken place among them is inevitably much more scanty. Such as it is it must now 
be considered. 

Of the Natesa. images known to us, No.1 of the following list and the Polonnaruwa 
Natesa figured in pI. iv of Coomaraswamy's catalogue (also in first figure in pI. x of 
Gangoly's " South Innian Bronzes") show the greatest resemblance to the images of Chola 
type already described, especially as regards the face. In Natesa No. I the sig"lificance 
of this resemblance is enhanced by the ornamentation of the loin-cloth, which bears a 
striking resemblance to those of the Lakshmana associated with Rama No. I, Hanuman 
No. I and Chandikesvara Nos. 2 and 3, though such ornamentation is not confined to 

images of this type. The two images resemble each other in holding the drum in a 
manner that we have not seen elsewhere, and in the simple form of the waist-band, which 
lacks the usual loop on the right and long flowing ends on the left. These are, however, 
also absent in Natesa No.8. The elbow ornaments which, when present, seem definitely 
to indicate that an image is of Chola type, are absent, though the elbows of both arms on 
the left side are perfectly free. Unfortunately none of the images found with Natesa 
No. I are now available for study, so it is impossible to detetmine whether the find as 
a whole presented any early features or not. 
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Natesa No. 2 is less clea1'1y related to the Chola type, but does not posses!iI any 
character by which it can be definitely distinguished therefrom. Its wa,ist",band is., 
however, more elaborate than those of Natesa No. I and the Polonnaruwa Natesa which 
we ha~e associated with it, for though it. is without the usual loop:on.the right there is it 
single long flowing end on the left. As already noted above (p. 34) it' bt;ars th~ 
date 1511 A.D. and is the only definitely dated South Indian Hindu metal image known~ 
Of the images found with it one at least is of Chola type (see above, p. ~I)~ 

Natesa No.3, which fS considerably larger than No~. I and·2, differs from them 
chiefly in having a long necklace of rudraksha beads and a headdress'of makuta form, 
in the greater elaboration of the lotuses in its hair and in the presence of the usual loop 
on the right and pair of long flowing ends on the left in the waist-band. ,In the form of 
its headdtess it resembles the Nate3a from Polonnaruwa figured in pI, iv of Coomara­
swamy's catalogue which, as already indicated, seems likely to date from, the Chola 
period. In the presence of a long necklace it resembles the much less gra~ef~l and more 
modern-looking Polonnaruwa Natesa figured in pI. i and pI. iii, fig. 4 of Coomaraswamy's 
catalogue (also in pI. ix of Gangoly's " South Indian Bronzes "), which ,the upper half of its 
prabha further resembles in having the same arrangement of alternating circles and stars 
on its inner band, the stars being, however, omitted in its lower half. But the two images 
are not otherwise much alike, and this pattern of circles and stars is also found on the 
prabhas of Natesas Nos. 2 and 8. Of the three images found with Natesa NO.3 two at 
least are of Chola type (see p. 52), and the same could probably be said of the remaining 
one but that it happens to be a Ganesa and so not easily comparable. The very imperfect 
evidence at our disposal indicates that long necklaces are usually an indication of post­
Chola date, but that they seem not to be entirely unknown in Chola times, especially l~ 
images of Siva and of saints, and perhaps also in those intended to convey a sense of 
great activity such as dvarapalakas (see above, pp. 34-40). In view of the images of 
Chola type with which alone Natesa NO.3 was found, and of the difficulty of assi.gning 
even an early post-Chola date to any Polqnnaruwa images, the probability 'seems to be 
that both Natesa NO.3 and the Polonnaruwa Natesa of Coomaraswamy's pI. ibelong to a 
comparatively early period, either late Chola or early Vijayanagar, thoughc;w., grounds 
of style alone we should have been inclined to consider them as more' rath12 than less 
recent than Natesa NO.2. 

Natesas Nos. 4 and 5, of which the latter especially seems to be closely allied to the 
one from the Brihadisv~ra temple at Tanjore figu'red by Gangoly in pl. iii both of his 
" South Indian Bronzes" and" Southern Indian Bronzes ", both come from one of the most 
remarkable collection of images ever found in South India, the treasure trove find made 
at Tiruvelangadu (Chittoor District) in 1907, concex:ning which see above, pp. 58-60. 
Natesa No.4 is a· much smaller image than Natesa NO.5" but closely resembles it in 
general treatment and even in some details such as the two slender ornamented threads 
that fall forwards over the right shoulder. The two images differ considerably, however, 
in other details, especially the treatment of the emblems in the headdress which are 
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shown in ordinary low relief in the smaller image, whereas in the larger one they are 
shown in' the round. Thpugh it is thus unlikely that one would have served as a 
preliminary study for the othet: ... their similarities are such as to suggest that the maker 
of the larger and more elaborate one was acquainted with the smaller, or possibly with 
some earHer image which influenced both.l The presence of long necklaces suggests 'a 
Vijayamigar or . later date for these images, and in the case of NO.5 this suggestio~ is 
reinforced by the treatment in the round of the emblems of the headdress. In these images 
particularly, however, such evidence is by no means conclusive (see above, pp. 59-60). ' 

Natesas Nos. 6, 7 and S do not present any points of special interest, noriis there any 
reason for believing any of them to be of early date, though it is not impossible that they 
m'ay belong to the Vijayanaga~ period, especially as they come nearer than any others in 
the Madras Museum collection to the Natesa from Polonnaruwa figured in pl. i, Coomara­
swamy's catalogue. They resemble each other and differ from the rest of the collection 
in having circular instead of oval prabhas, and in being without the loop on the right side 
of the waist-band, No. Slacking in addition the pair of long flowing ends froni the left 
side. This image is, however, so closely related to NO.7, in which not only these ends 
but also highly developed necklaces are present, th~t we must regard their absence as a 
part of the'general inferiority of its design and not as indicating any affinity with Natesa 
No. I. Natesa No. S bears a very close resemblance to the Natesa from the Musee Guimet 
coll.ection figured by Gangoly in pI. vii of his I; South Indian Bronzes ". 

Natesa NO.9 differs greatly from all the others in the shape of. its prabha, which 
somewhat ,resembles that of the eight-armed image from Nallur figured by Gangoly in 
pI. viii of his" South Indian Bronzes ", the form of its waist-band which has the loop in 
front instead of at the side and one short and one long flowing end, and other details, as 
well 3:s in its crude finlsh. Its necklaces are very unlike those of images of Chola type, 
and the crescent and Datura flower in the headdress are shown in the round. Of the four 
images found with it, however, the three which are in the Madras Museum Collection 
all either belong or show close affinity to this type, so the probability is that it is an early 
imaga. 

The heights given for Natesa images are from the sole of Siva's foot to the top of his 
headdress. All nine have lotus pedestals. 

I.NATESA. (PI. xvi, ~g. I;.also Hiirliman,pI. 304.) Height 64 cm. Treasure trove, 
Punganur, ShiyaH taluk, Tanjore district, 1914. 

The treatment of this image suggel?ts close affinity to the group we have distinguished 
as oj Chola type, in which it seems not improbable that it ~hould actually be placed. As, 
however, with the possible exception of the almost inde~nable character of the face and 

1 We may here point out that Natesa NO.4 differs front ell other Natesas known to us in having the flame 
held iD the left hand parallel instead of at right·angles to the sagittal plane of the body. In Vishnu images the 
holding of the discus thus appears to indicate a very early date (see ahove, PP.25-28). But there is nothing to suggest 
that this is so here. 
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of the simplicity of the waist-band, without either loop on the right or !lowing ends on 
the left, aU the various character{> that go to produce this impression are more or less 
~losely parallelled in one or more of the other Natesa images, which clearly do not belong 
to thisgroup\ we feel· that on the evidence at present available no definite conclusion 
can be',drawn. 

Among other Natesa images known to us only one from Polonnaruwa (eoomara­
swa~y's catalogue, pI. iv; Gangoly' I, pI. x, fig. on left) shows a similar affinity' to 
tl)is group. Perhaps, therefore, it is no mere coincidence that these two figures differ 
frpm all others known to us in having the drum attached by a band to the hack of the 
first finger instead of being held either in the hand or between the fingers. 

A ,skull appears in the middle of the lower part iof the headdress, a snake on the 
right above among the feathers and a crescent on the left of them. There are small lotus 
flowers among the whirling locks, above which rests a full-length human figure of Ganga 
on ~)le right, balanced by a group of lotuses on the left. There are anklets on both legs. 

The demon, a delightfully quaint figure, is well executed. His head is very like that 
in the Polonnaruwa figure already referred to, but is evidently better finished and shows 
clearly the pair of tusks protruding from his upper jaw. He has a band across his head 
from ear to ear, wbere the hair meets the forehead. 

2.NATESA. (Pl. xvi, fig. 2; also Hadaway, pIs. opposite pp. 59 and 60.) Height 67 
cm. Treasure trove, Belur, Attur Taluk, Salem District, 1916. 

Heavily corroded. The headdress is much more elongated. The crescent projects 
~onspicuously on .the right of the feathers and the snake is absent. Flowers such as are 
scarcely noticeable in No. I project conspicuously from behind the ears. That on the 
right perhaps represents elitorea and that on the right Datura . . The outermost line of 
10tu~esjn the whirling locks are somewhat large and Ganga appears asa bust, not in 
full. The necklaces are much corroded but appear to have been not unlike those of 
No.. 1, but, more heavily embossed. The girdle is without the usual loop on the right, 
and has only a single long flowing ,end on the left. It is decorated, though not very 
elaborately; but the loin-cloth is not. The drum is held between the two middle fingers 
and the thumb. I~ <:>ther,rt:spects this image closely resembles the last, though the treat­
~ent of the ~emon is distinctly less effective. The demon has an ornament, presumably 
a iotus, in the middle line just above the forehead. 

The lotus pedestal is held in place on its square stand by a low ridge, the two having 
evidently'been designed to fit each other. There can, therefore, be no reasonable doubt 
that they belong together, and that: the date on the stand Kali 4611 (=A.D. 1510), 
applies equally ta. both. 

3. NATESA. (PI. xvii, fig. I; also Rodin, pIs. i-vi; and Gangoly, I, pI. iv and, 2, pI. 
ii.) Height '84 cm .. Treasure trove, Velankanni, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 
1872., 

1 Even the simple waist-band is fOllnd in No. S. 
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The feather headdress is compressed into makuta form. The cobra and crescent are 
clearly shown on its surface to right and left respectively, but are neither large nor in 
strikingly high relief. Below them a·re flowers, that on the left probably intended for the 
aouble Datura or possibly for a lotus, and the very different flower on the right perhaps 
for the pendulous Cassia fistula. The skull is not very distinct and it is quite possible 
that a jewel was intended instead. The lotuses in the whirling lock~ are much larger and 
more decorative than in either of the two preceding images. Ganga is absent~ There 
are three heavily embossed necklaces, the uppermost plain, the next broad with pendants 
throughout and ornamented centre. The third hangs from beneath them to a little.above 
the waist-:band. The girdle seems to consist of four separate bands rather than of a 
single band with lines of decoration such as is found in the two preceding images. The 
second band from the top bears a few rather heavily embossed flower ornaments, alter­
nately large and small. The loin-cloth is without decoration. Anklets are absent. 
The drum is held between the second finger and thumb. The demon's hair lies close to 
his head instead of being raised as in the two preceding images. 

4. NATESA. (PL' xviii, fig. I.) Height 38 em. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, 
Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor District, 1907. 

The skull is conspicuous in the centre of the headdress below the feathers, with a 
much less conspicuous lotus above it and snake on either side of it and two flowers, 
probably a lotus and a spray of Artemesia, further to the left, balanced by two plumes on 
the right, the details for the most part exquisitely finished. The whirling locks are 
missing. The flame is held in a plane at right angles to that of the arm which bears it. 
There are only two necklaces, the upper one with broad decorated centre, the lower one 
hanging between the breasts. There is a slot in the front right arm from which the snake 
has evidently been broken. The girdle appears to be in one piece, with flower decoration 
and with festoons along the bottom. The loin cloth is plain. The exposed inner side 
of the right thigh bears a lotus stalk and flower embossed upon it as though hanging 
from the cloth .. Only the right leg bears an anklet. The drum is held between the 
second finger and the thumb. The demon is not well finished. 

5. NATESA. (PI. xviii, :fig. 2; also Rodin, pI. vii-xii; Gopinatha RaoII, pI. lvi and 
Gangoly, i, pI. v.) Height 9'1 cm. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor 
District, 1907. 

The poise of this Natesa is particularly good, though some of the others, particularly 
No. I come very near it in this and even surpass it in some other respects. The vanes of 
the feathers of the headdress are not indicated as they are in all the other Natesa images 
in the collection; but the usual emblems. are shown in the round (as in Somaskanda 
NO.4 and Vishapaharana No. I) instead of only in relief as in most of the others. On 
the extreme right is presumably the flower of Clitorea and then the double Datura and 
then, in the middle, the skull. On the left of the skull is the cobra, then a little further 
to the left and below comes the crescent and finally behind the ear, another flower, 
apparently a very ornate lotus not, however, shown in the J"ound. The whirling locks are 
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IUlssmg. There are three necklaces, the uppermost as usual the smallest. All thr~e have 
more or less decorative centres, that of the middle one being much the largest and ilaving 
a large pendant attached to its right hand end, while that of the much longer lowest' one is 
little or no more than the point of attachment of a slender sickle-shaped pendant. The, 
tail of the snake on the right forearm forms one piece with this arm, but the greater part 
was evidently cast separately and is now represented only by the hole for its attachment. 
The girdle is reduced to a series of ornamented threads bearing two horizontal rows of 
embossed lotuses; and a longer thread, each with an ornament in the middle, hangs down 
over it in a wide loop on each side. The!e are no anklets. The drum is held between the 
two middl~ fingers and the thumb. The demon is much as in No.3, but has a button-like 
ornament, presumably representing a lotus, in the middle line where the hair meets· the 
forehead. 

6. NATESA. Height 13 cm. Treasure trove, Mullangudi, Kumbakcnam Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1917. 

In this little image the crescent is shown in the round on the left side of the front of 
the headdress; the feathers, the vanes of which are as usual carefully shown, are set far 
back with a lotus on the left and another flower, probably a double Datura, on the right, 
the skull in the centre being encircled by the snake, all shown as fully in the round as size 
permits. All the locks of hair droop considerably and only two on each side appear 
above the shoulders, those on the right bearing a full-length figure of Ganga with the 
lower part of the body in naga form. On the opposite side this figure is balanced by a 
cobra rising from the hind shoulder. There are two necklaces, the lower one hidden 
on the' left side by the front arm but bearing a couple of pendants above the right breast, 
the upper one somewhat crescentic, the lower one smaller and rounded. The girdle 
appears to be in one piece. A festoon with a tassel on either side hangs from its lower 
border across the surface of the up-raised left thigh. The right leg is encircled a little 
above the middle by the support for a small bell. The first, second and fourth fingers 
are above the drum, the thumb and third finger below it. The demon's hair is treated 
as in Natesa No .. I. 

7. NATESA. (PI. xvii, fig. 2.) Height 86 cm. Treasure trove, Kankoduttavanitham, 
Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1929. 

With the exception of the skull, all the emblems in the headdress are shown in the 
round, the snake above and the flower below on the right and two flowers on the left 
with the crescent on their inner side. The flower on the right is clearly Ca!otropis, and 
those on the left Datura, double above and single below. There are lotuses (not in the 
round) behind the ears. The whirling locks are united by two transverse rows of small 
lotus flowers and end in large blossoms and buds alternately, . In those of the right 
Ganga is shown, again as in the last image with the lower part of the body in naga form. 
The fea thers are surmounted by a lotus in low relief, the-whole being supported behind 
by a rod, spirally ornamented, ending above in a yali head on the back of. the prabha. 
Th~re are two necklaces, the front middle part of the lower one falling away from the 
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upper one, though not very far, and bearing a large central ornament and pendcint,a small 
crescent or sickle-shaped ornament being attached .further to the right. The girdle 
consists of five separate ornamental bands, of which the middle one is the broadest and 
the bottom one bears bells along its lower border. Each leg bears an anklet with· a bell 
in front. The drum is held between the first finger above and the thumb and next two 
fingers below, the little finger not touching it. The demon wears a band where his hair, 
. which lies flat, meets the foreh~ad. with a lotus in the middle of it and another at either 
end. 

8. NATESA. Height 60 cm. Treasure trove, Adaikkattevan, Pattukkottai Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1920. 

Very similar to No. 7 but not nearly so well executed. The girdle has neither loop 
nor flowing ends. The feathers of the headdress are in very strong relief and are united 
to the circular prabha by a poorly worked lotus, but the snake, skull and crescent are 
poorly defined. The whirling locks are united by intervening lotuses into a solid mass, 
entirely plain behind. Only the bust of Ganga is shown. The drum is held between 
the first and fourth fingers behind and the second and third fing~rs in front, the thum'b 
standing free. 

9. NATESA. (PI. xxi, fig. 2.) Height about 47 cm. Treasure trove, Okkur, Nega~ 
patam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

A somewhat different type of image from any of the others. The headdr~ss is very 
poorly worked, but the crescent and the Datura flower are both ,shown in the round, the 
latter with only four petals. The drum is held between the first three fingers and the 
thumb. 

SIVA AS KANKALAMURTI. 

I. KANKALAMURTI. Height 33 cm. No pedestal. Treasure trove, Tirukkala,r, 
Mannargudi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1921. 

_ The general treatment, especially of the' necklaces and ornamented loin cloth, suggests 
affinity with images of Chola type. On the other hand the emblems borne in the bair, 
though small, are in very high relief for their size, and the immense floral fastening of 
the sash is very unusual. There are no projecting elbow ornaments, though a11 four wms 
are separate almost from the shoulders. The back right hand is offering something to 
the antelope which has risen on its hind legs to reach it. The back left hand is missing. 

SIVA AS BHAIRA V A. 

I. BHAIRAVA. Height II, 14 cm .. Five pairs of hands: drum, cobra; goad, noose: 
sword, bell; trident, skull-cup; a bhaya, varada. Accompanied by dog. Treasure trove, 
Tanjore District, 1916. 

A cobra, skull and crescent are present. in his hair, which extends upwar~s and 
backwards on either side of a lanceolate posterior-medium support, then bending outwa:rds 

IS-A 
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von either side and falling almost to the shoulders. - His right ear bears the usual makara­
kundala and tlte left the patra-kqndala. A cobra is coiled round his sacred thread -and 
anoth~r round-the string above-hts hips. A long garland hangs from his left shoulder, 
passing round hisright ankle. 

2. BHAIRAVA. Height 8, u'S cm. Two pairs of hands: drum; noose; ahuya­
varada, skull-cup. Accompanied by dog. Treasure trove, Th.ogur, Tanjore Taluk and 
District, 1925. 

Heavily corroded. The ear-ring~ are not clear. A long garland hangs from the left 
shoulder, passing round the right ankle. 

3 .. BHAIRAVA. Height 7'5, 9 cm. Two pairs of hands: . drum, noose; trideQt, skull­
cup. Accompanied by dog. No history. 

Very much worn. The headdress has the form of a karanda-makuta with flames on 
either side. There are patra-kundalas in both ears. A long necklace with largecentra:I 
ornament hangs from within a short circular one down between the breasts; A cobra is 

. tied round the hips; and from it hang on either side the two ends of a garland which 
crosses in front of the legs a little above the ankles. 

4.SVARNAKARSHANA BHAIRAVA. (PI. xx, fig. 3.) Height 49 cm. Pedestal 
modern. Four hands: tomara (club), chamara (fly-whisk); abhaya, skuIl~cup-;_· No -dog. 
Treasure trove, Tlruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor District, 1907. A cruqe and 
much corroded figure with patra-kundalas in both ears. 

SIVA A~ VIRABHADRA •. 

I. VIRABHADRA. (Gopinatha Rao, I, pI. xliv.) Height about 72, 95 cm. Four 
pairs of hands, all more or less broken, of which the second right evidently held a 
snake. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor District, 1907. 

There are patra-kundalas in both ears. A long garland of skulls hangs from the_left 
shoulder across the legs,' ending on the right side in the' girdle. . 

2. VIRABHADRA. Height 10, 13'5 cm. Two pairs of arms: arrow, bow; sword, 
resting on shield.. Accompanied by Daksha whose hands are in the anjali pose. . LV<> 
hisfory.· 

A well finished image with kirita-makuta in place of the usual jata-makuta, and 
patra-kundalas in both ears. . A long necklace with large circular central orna~ent 
hangs between the breasts below the usual shod one, which has a large square central 
ornament. A long garland hangs from the shoulders to the knees. 

SIVA AND PARVATI COMBINED AS ARDHANARJSVARA. 

f. ARDHANARISVARA. (PI. xx, fig. 2; also Gopinatha Rao, II, pI. xC,(i.) Height, 
41 COl. Pedestal modern. Two pairs of arms: axe, water-lily; k~taka (with a small 
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hollow cylinder), parrot. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor 
District, 1907. 

The finish of this image is very coarse. 

PARVATI. 

(See also tinder Pradoshamurti, Umamahesvara, Umasahita, Somaskanda and' 
Kalyanasulldara.) 

Images of Parvati, when not associated with Siva, are sometime~pra:ctically indis­
tinguishable from those of Bhu Devi, Satyabhama, etc. Their respective characters 
have been discussed above on pp. 73-74. 

All images in the following list bend to their left unless otherwise sta ted. 

I. PARVATI. (PI. xxi, fig. I.) Standing. Height 51,64cm. Hands: kataka, nang­
ing. Kesa-bandha. Makara-kundalas. Threads on trunk extending round both sides as 
in Sri Devi but with the two parts crossed behind instead of united. Girdle and cloth not 
projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Okkur, Negapata'm Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

This is clearly an image of Chola type and shows the projecting elbow' ornaments 
particularly well. ' In the treatment of necklaces, trunk threads, etc., it closely resembles 
the,Sita associated with Rama No. I, another member of the same group. 

2. PARVATI. Standing. Height35, 38cm. Hands: kataka, varada. Kesa-bandha. 
Todus. Threads on trunk passing round both sides. Girdle not and cloth scarcely project;. 
ing at sides. Treasure trove, Tirukkalar, Mannargudi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1921. 

3. PARVAT1. Standing. Height 46, 53 cm. Hands: kataka, hanging. Kesa­
bandha. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred thread. Girdle and cloth not projecting 
at sides. Treasure trove, Kankoduttavanitham, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1929. 

An image allied in treatment to both No. 2 and No.4. The cloth is decorated with 
horizontal bands of an undulating foliage design. 

4. PARVATI. Standing. Height 46, 7I cm. Hands: lotus bud, hanging.' Karanda­
makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred thread. Girdle and cloth '1>rojecting 
ve~y slightly at sides. Treasure trove, Belur, Attur Taluk, Salem District, 1916. 

/ 

Decorative detail poor. Cloth with oblique bands of undulating fpliage design, in 
front and close horizontal lines behind. 

5. PARVATI. Standing, leaning to the right. Height '26 cm. No pedestal. Hands: 
kataka, hanging. Kesa-bandha. Patra-kundalas. Threads on trunk extending round 
both sides. Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore Taluk 
and District, 1925. 

It is impossible to be certain that this image represents Parvati and not Satya­
bhama' . The girdle consists of a series of separate threads as in some of the Natesa 
images. 

1 See 'above p. 74. 



lIS Bullethl, Madras Government Museum. [G.s. t, 2, 

6. PARVATI. Standing. Height U'S, 15'5 cm. Hands: kataka, hanging. Karanda­
makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided s;lcred thread. Girdle and cloth" projecting at 
sides. Treasure trove, Tanjore District, 1916. 

7. PARVATI. Standing leaning to the right. Height 5'5, 8, with prabha 9'5 cm. 
Hands: kataka, katyavalambita. Karanda-makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided 
:,;acred thread. Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. Treasure.trove, Panchanadikulam, 
Kilasetti Taluk, Tanjore District, 1910. 

But for its prabha, this image might just as well be Bhu Devi. But Bhu Devi cannot 
be so far separated from Vishnu as to have its own prabha. 

8. PARVATI. Standing. Height 45, 55 cm. Hands:. kataka, hanging. Karanda­
makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred thread with three strands. Girdle and 
cloth projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Kurichi, Mayavaram Taluk, Tanjore District, 
1926. 

The folds of the cloth are shown in relief, instead of in line as in all the preceding 
Parvati images. 

9. PARVA TI. (Gangoly, I, pI. xxix.) Standing; Height 55, 73 cm. Hands: kataka, 
hanging. Karanda-makuta. Makara-kundalas. Threads" on trunk passing round both 
sides. Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Nellore Town, 1913. 

All the ornamentation, including the folds of the cloth, are in exceptionally heavy 
relief. Other images of the same find are similarly treated. 

10. P ARVA TI. (Gangoly, I, pI. xxxviii.) Standing. Height 49, 63 cm. Hands: 
kataka, hanging. Karanda-makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred thread more 
or less distinctly three-stranded. Girdle not, and cloth scarcely, projecting at sides. 
Treasure trove, South India. 

A neatly finished image differing from all the preceding in general appearance and 
in having a single and very slender necklace with long central ornament. 

II. PARVATI. Standing. Height 84, 93 cm. Hands: kataka, hanging. Kesa­
bandha. N.o ear-rings. Undivided sacred thread of three strands. Girdle not, and cloth 
scarcely, projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Jambavanodai, Tirutturaippundi Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1916. 

Very like No. 10 in general appearance but much larger and differing in many 
details. Thex:e are two necklaces, both very slender, the lower one with central 
ornament. 

12. PARVATI. Seated. Height 44, 63 cm. Hands: kataka, resting on seat. 
Karanda-makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred thread, more or less distinctly 
three-stranded. Girdle not, and cloth scarcely, projecting at sides." Treasure trove, 
Vadakkuppoyyur, Negapatam Taluk, TanjoJ:'e District, 1923. 

In this, as in the other three seated figures of Parvati with a single pair of arms, the 
right knee rests against a bolster and the left leg hangs downwards. 
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13. PARVATI. Seated. Height 4'5, 6 cm. Hands: lotus, resting on seat. Kesa­
bandha. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred thread. Girdle and cloth projecting at 
sides. Treasure trove, Tanjore District, 1916. 

14. PARVATI. Seated. Height 5'5, 7 cm. Hands: kataka, resting on seat. Kesa­
bandha. Makara-kundalas. Undivided three-stranded sacred thread. Girdle and cloth 
scarcely projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Tanjore District, 1916. 

15. PARVATI. (Gangoly, I, pI. xxxv.) Seated. Height 19 cm. Pedegtal missing. 
Hands: lotus bud, resting on thigh. Karanda-makuta. Ear-rings probably intended for 
makara-kundalas. Undivided three-stranded sac,;red thread. Girdle not, and cloth 
slightly, projecting at sides. No history.-

16. PARVATI. (Gangoly, I, pI. xli as Adhiira Sakti.) Seated. Height 10, 13 cm. 
Two pairs of -hands: goad, noose; abhaya, varada. Jata-makuta. Makara-kundalas. 
Threads on trunk passing round both sides, but sacred thread in addition on top of them. 
Girdle but not cloth projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Koyilpatti, Tirutturaippundi 
Taluk, Tanjore District, 1909. 

This image differs from the preceding and resembles the next in having two pairs of 
arms and in sitting cross-legged in the yoga position, with the sales of the feet turned 
upwards. It is the only image in the collection in which the sacred thread is worn on top 
of the threads round the two sides of the trunk. The only other image in which both 
are present is Kali No.2; but in this they are combined, not separate. The details of 
the headdress are much worn, but the crescent is present on the left and the snake 
clearly absent. The third eye is present. 

17. PARVATI. Seated. Height 9'5, 12'5 cm. Two pairs of hands: goad, noose 
(broken); abhaya, varada (broken). Jata-makuta. Makara-kundalas. Undivided sacred 
thread of two strands. Girdle but not cloth projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Tanjore 
District, 1916. 

The snake, crescent and skull are all present in the headdress. The third eye is 
present. There is only a single slender necklace. 

PARVATI AS RAJARAJESVARI. 

1. RAJARAJESVARI. Height 9, 14 cm. Kirita-makuta. Todu and makara-kundala 
together in each ear. Undivided sacred thread. Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. 
No history. 

A crescent is shown in the round projecting from the right side of the headdress. 
The third eye is present. The lowest necklace has a large central ornament hanging low 
between the breasts; the one next above it has a circular pendent. 

PARVATI AS MAHESVARI 

I. MAHESVARI. (Gangoly, I, pI. xlix and 2, pI. ix, as Dakshinamurti of Devi.) 
fleight 34, 50 cm. A}Ce, antelope; abhaya, ahuya-varada. Hair arranged to resemble a 
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flame with the crescent moOn on the left and other emblems, less dil)tinct, pn the right. 
Makara-kundala in rfght ear, patra-kundala in left. Undivided sacred thread of three 

• 
strands. Girdle and cloth not projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Velankanni, Nega-
patam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1872. 

This image is of Chola type. Although the two arms of each side separate at 
the elbow the characteristic elbow ornament is indicated in the fork, though not 
prominent as in Umasahita No. 1. A breast-band is present, but instead of crossing in 
front of the breasts as in Sri Devi it passes above them. The breast and the back of the 
head of the antelope are towards Parvati. 

DEVI AS DURGA. 

I. DURGA. Standing. Height 39, 51, with prabha 62 cm. Discus, dextral conch; 
missing, katyavalambita. Makara-kundalas. Threads passing round both sides of trunk. 
Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Rayanallur, Tirutturaippundi Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1921. 

The small size 'of the flames on the discus and conch, as well as the treatment of the 
projecting parts of the girdle and cloth, suggest close affinity with images of Chola 
type; and the general treatment of decorative detail supports this except that the necklaces 
and breast-band are somewhat coarse. The workmanship of the prabha forms a striking 
contrast to this, being particularly good. 

2. OURGA. Standing. Height 13 cm. No pedestal. Discus, dextral conch; abhaya, 
katyavalambita: Makara-kundalas. Threads passing round both sides of trunk. Girdle 
and cloth projecting at sides. No history. 

A well executed little image not very different from No.!. 

3. DURGA. Standing. Height 22, 30'5 cm. Discus, sinistral conch; abhaya, 
katyavalambita. Makara-kundalas. Threads passing round both sides of trunk. 
Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. No history. 

An image ot rather coan:e workmanship. 

4. DURGA. Standing. Height 17, 22, with prabha 24 cm. Discus, sinistral conch; 
ahhaya, varada. Patra-kundalas. Sacred thread. Girdle and cloth projecting at sides. 
Lotus pedestal with head of buffalo in front. Treasure trove, Naikuppam, Tiruppattur 
Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 

This image and the next belong to a find composed almost exclusively of extremely 
crude images (see above, p. 58). 

5. DURGA. (PI. xxiii, fig. II.) Stan!1ing. Height 22'5 cm. No pedestal. Conch 
(conventionalised), discus j abhaya, varada. Snake ear-rings. No thread below neck­
laces. Cloth but not girdle projecting slightly at sides. Naikuppam, Tiruppattur Taluk, 
Ramnad District, 1928. 
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DEVI AS MAHISHASURAMA~DANI. 

I. MAHISHASURAMARDANI. Seated. Height 39,59, with prabha 75 cm. Hair flame­
like, with crescent on right and pair of snakes one on either side of skull. Kataka (for 
trident), cobra; broken (doubtless sworm, shield; bow (broken), bell; dagger, skull-cup. 
Third eye present. The right earring has human form; the left is a patra-kundala with 
some object in the centre that we cannot identify. Snake round body above breasts, and 
waist-band below, with sacred thread in addition. Girdle but not cloth projecting. 
Plain pedestal with Mahishasura below in front. Treasure trove, Turaikkadu, Tirutturaip­
pundi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1917. 

An image portraying considerable vigour. Probably belonging or closely allied to 
the group of images of Chola type. 

2. MAHISHASURAMARDANI. Standing. Height 9'5, 12 cm. Kirita-makuta. Discus, 
dextral conch; sword, shield; arrow, bow; kataka (for trident), Mahishasura's hair. 
~atra-kundalas. Breast-band and sacred thread. Projecting ends of girdle hanging to 
ground. Lotus pedestal with Mahishasura in front above, yali on right side below, and 
buffalo head on left side below. No history. 

This figure lacks the vigour expressed in No. I. Mahishasura has the form of a buffalo, 
the neck of which forms the right leg of a man with sword and shield, the severed head 
of the buffalo lying below. 

DEVI AS KALI. 

The first of the follow;ing images agrees with the definition of Bhuvanesvari, or Kali as 
Mistress of the World. The third agrees with the definition of Kali, in the most restricted 
~ense of the name. 

I. KALI. Standing. Height 57, 70 cm. Hair flame-like with skull in centre, flower 
,,1'l right, .crescent on left. Ooad, snake held as a noose; abhaya, varada. Third eye 
'present. Right earring in human form, left patra-kundala. Snakes round body above 
breasts; undivided sacred thread, apparently composed of skulls. Girdle and cloth 
projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Turaikkadu, Tirutturaippundi Taluk, Tanjore 
District, 1917. 

This image is probably of Chola type. Some of the details are a little obscured by 
corrosion. 

2. KA.LI~ Standing. Height 67, 81 cm. Hair flame-like, with jewel, skull, snakes 
and ·crescent. Trident, goad; abhaya, varada. Third eye present. Right earring in 
human form, left a patra-kundala. Snakes round body above breasts; undivided sacred I . 

thread composed of skulls and united behind and in front to a pair of threads passing one 
round each side of body (compare Parvati No. 16). Girdle and cloth projecting at 
sides. Treasure trove, Turaikkadu, Tirutturaippundi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1917. 

In somewhat better condition than No. I, to which it seems to be allied; probably 
also allied to Mahishasuramardani No. I from the same find, but relief stronger and 
features coarser than in either of them. 
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3. KALI. Standing. Height 51, 63 cm. Hair flame~like, with skull, crescent, snakes 
and flowers. Goad, trident; abhaya, skull-cup. Right earring in human form, left patra­
kundala. A snake above each breasfi'sacred thread divided into two. Girdle and cloth 
projecting at sides. Treasure trove, Erayankudi, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

The general design closely follows that of the two preceding images but the relief is 
stronger and the hair much coarser. 

4- KALI. (Pl. xxiii, fig. 6.) Standing. Height 14, 16 cm. Hair flame-like with 
coronet in front. Sword (broken), drum; trident, skull-cup. Todus in ears. Lowest 
necklace falling away from others to breasts; no sacred thread. Cloth but not girdle 
projecting at sides. Oval pedestal. Treasure trove, Karappidagai, Negapatam Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1920. 

Extremely crude, as are also the other images of this find. 

5. KALI. Dancing. Height 24, 32 cm. Kirita-makuta. Trident, drum; sword 
(broken), skull-cup.Patra-kundalas each formed like a flower with bell-shaped pendant. 
Two necklaces each provided with pendants in middle, lower one hanging between' 
breasts; stiff angular breast-band with flower in front; no sacred thread. Girdle and 
Cloth pro-jecting at sides. Treasure trove, South India. 

An image entirely conventional in design and execution. The right foot is raised in 
dancing but rests on a human head. 

6. KALI. (PI. xiv, fig. I.) Seated. Height 29, 44 cm. Hair flame-like with crow-pea 
and Datura flower on right, skull in centre with a snake on either side of it, crescent and 
Datura 'flower ,on left. Trident, snake held as a noose; abhaya, skull-cup. Earrings 
much as iri'Mahfshasuramardani No. L A snake round each breast. Undivided sacred 
thread composed of skulls. Girdle but not cloth projecting.tB-f' sides. Inscribed rectan­
gular pedestal. Treasure trove, Senniyanvidudi, PattukkottaiTaluk, Tanjore District, 1920. 

The general treatment of this image, especially of the bows of the girdle, seems to 
indicate that it is of Chola type. The inscriI1tion, most of which is unfortunately 
illegible even after electrolytic treatment, is'in Tamil character of the early Chola period. 

It reads as follows so far as the few letters that remain can be made out :-

Line I. ( ~ai~] ar fi\)tr • I. [~'vasti Sri]-Ka la U • 
til[ 

" 2. -,I> (QU) .&1 2. rai (sa) va 

" 
3 . .,r;r-&I IlJ . Qi\) '3. vana . va ya Ie 

" 4· • fifWrn-,5(!!j '4· . elut]taru 

" 5. (~) to p; •• IJj- 5. ({u)m tanchumat]a i 
:i) 8',fJr Qt?- sada De 

" 
6. (6'19) ..,;'g-tJisr-JI '~filIl1I- 6~ (vi) rachchatJ r tiruvarJ,i 

ii_JD_p;r nirai1)tar 

" 
, .. _.filI.QTQ-(!j,tSAiI '7· ivai t]ane/uttu 
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. Tr.q:nsiation. 
Line 7.. . These are the writings of " . . 

" 6. . . endowed fully with (the grace ~f) the Tiru'lJat!i (i.e., sacred feet) of 
" 5. Devi always . . . 
,,4. ., . .' going out (i.e., carried out in procession) • . • 

" 3.} 
" 2. 

• . . (Hail I Prosperity I) " I. 

l:23 

7. KALI. Seated. Height 29, 43 cm., with prabha 64 cm. Hair :flar;ne-like w'ith skull 
above, :flowers and snake by ears. Drum, noose; trident, skul1~cup. Patra-kundalas. 
Necklaces and sacred thread much as in Bhadrakali No. I. Girdle but not cloth project­
ing at sides. No history. 

A conventional image closely resembling Bhadrakali No. I, and doubUessby the 
same maker, the two having been purchased together in 1906. 

8. KALI. Seated. Height 20, 28 cm. Karanda-makuta with small :fla'mes at sides, 
cobra in front and larger cobra (broken) above, the body and tail of which extend 
down the back. Drcm, trident; ?sword (broken), skull-cup., .Patra~kundalas. One long 
and one short necklace, each with pendant in middle. No sacred t,hread. Girdle but" not 
cloth projecting at sides. 'Treasure trove, Ramakrishnapuram, Cheyyar Taluk, North 
Arcot District, 1927. 

A cobra rises from each shoulder behind the ears and apother rises from each thigh 
to support the corresponding lower hand. The h.anging right foot rests on a lotus 

9. KALI. Seated. Height 8,12 cm. Karanda-Iliakuta with :flames. Drum, tride~t.; 
sword, skull-cup. Patra-kundalas:Necklaces much as in No'-S. Sacred thread -divided 
in two below breasts, onehaIf passing to the girdle symmetrically on each side' ,of the 
body, but only the one on the right crossing the back, which it does in the usuarmanner. 
Girdle and cloth scarc'elY projecting at sides. No history. . (" • 

A small image of poor workmanship. 

DEVI AS BaA DRAKALI. 

I. BHADRAKALI. (Gopinatha Rao I, pl. cvH, as Mahakali.) Height 30, 43, with 
prabha 55 cm. Scarcely differing from Kali No. 7 except in the add,tional. arms 
characteristic of Bhadrakali. The ~ands hold the following emblems: discus, ,cQnch; 
drum, noose; sword, shield; trident, skull-cup. No history. -

The pra bha of Kali No.7 arises from the usual pair of inakaras, which are very neatly 
executed. These are not present in the prabha of this fi~uie. 

DEVI AS MAHALAKSHMI OF KOLHAPUR. 

I. MAHALAKSHMI OF KOLHAPUR1• Seated. Height 6:5, S, cm. Karanda-makuta 
surmounted by linga in yoni, sheltered by hood ,of cobra.,. Patra-kundalas. Upper 

1 In the collection of Mr. R. F. Sloney. 
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necklace short, with circular pendent, lower one hanging between breasts. Undivided 
sacred thread. A demon, with sword in upraised right hand and shield in left, stands in 
fr.ont of the pedestal. Another image, also belonging to Mr. Stoney, wears a kirita-makuta 
with the linga in front and has a breast-band but no sacred thread. In this latter image 
the demon is absent. 

GANESA. 

I. GANESA. (PI. xxii, fig. 1.) Standing. Height 39, S2 cm. Karanda-makuta. 
Sacred thread divided in two;both parts passing towards the right, but the upper one not 
reaching the waist-band, only the other continued round the body. Treasure trove, 
Velankanni, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1872. 

The makuta, necklaces and general style of this image suggest that it should not 
improbably be considered as oCChola type, though the bows of the girdle are slightly 
unusual. .The upper right hand holds an axe instead of the usual goad, and the upper left 
holds a rosary instead of the usual noose. 

2. GANES A: , (Pl. xxii, fig. 2.) Standing. Height 28, 36'S cm. Karanda-makuta. 
Sacred thread with bow above right breast, divided in two below, both parts complete. 
Treasure trove, Settipulam, Tirutturaippundi Taluk, Tanjore District, 1927. t 

Not widely dissimilar from the preceding, 'but less well executed and with necklaces 
in higher but cruder relief. The upper hands hold the usual goad and noose, the latter 
broken. The rice cake is replaced by a fruit, shaped like a mango though no doubt 
intended for the wood-apple. See also above, p. 60. 

3. GANESA. (PI. xxii, fig. 3.) Standing. Height 27, 34'S cm. Karanda-makuta. 
Sacred thread divided in two below breasts and again close above waist-band, which is 
incomplete behind; left fork of latter division passing beneath waist-band to end under 
girdle; right fork passing over waist-band and round below stomach to unite with right 
hand end of waist-band and then as usual with uppermost branch of sacred thread and.so 
to left shoulder. Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor District, 1907. 

Distinctly inferior to the two preceding images, though the face is carefully 
moulded. 

4. GANESA. (Gangoly, 1, pl. xxix.) Standing. Height 39, S2 cm. Karanda-:makuta. 
Sacred thread divided in two, the left hand portion eliding in the girdle. Waist-band 
also double in front, the upper portion in the usual place and the lower supportlng the' 
protruding stomach. Treasure trove, Nellore Town, 1913. 

A well finished image in the same rather heavy style as the other figures found with 
it, but somewhat less ornate. The rice cake is replaced by a fruit, shaped like a mango 
as in No.2. 

S. GANESA. Standing. Height 8, 10, with prabha II, cm. Karanda-makuta. 
Undivided sacred thread. Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore Taluk and District, 1925. 

Very rough. 
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6. GANESA. Dancing. Height about 48 cm. (excluding missing portion of left leg). 
Karanda-makuta. Sacred thread divided in three, the middle portion tied below the 
waist band, one end having the form of a small cobra head and the other of a correspond­
ing tail. Treasure trove, South India. The rice cake is replaced by a fruit, shaped like a 
mango as in No.2. 

7. GANESA. Seated. Height 13,16 cm. Karanda-makuta. Undivided sacred thread. 
Treasure trove, Naikuppam, Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 

A crude image like the rest of the find (see p. 58). 

8. GANESA. Seated. Height 5'5,8 cm. Karanda-makuta. Wood-apple in trunk and 
rice cake in hand. Sacred thread divided in three, middle portion with small cobra head 
as in No.6. No history. 

9. GANESA. Seated. Height 5, 6 cm. Jata-bandha. Trunk holding pot of rubies. 
Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore Taluk and District, 1925. 

Very crude. Sacred thread not clear. 

10. SAKTI-GANAPATI. Height 8'5, II cm. Karanda-makuta. Trunk holding wood­
apple. Sacred thread divided in two. No history. 

II. MAHAGANAPATI. Height 8, 10 cm. Karanda-makuta. Five pairs of hands: 
discus, ]otus; goad, noose; bow {of sugar-cane}, water-lily· bud; mace, ?ear of paddy 
(broken); tusk, supporting devi, who holds a lotus in her right hand, her left being in the 
varada pose. Trunk with pot of rubies. Sacred thread divided in two. Treasure trove, 
Ulundangudi, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1908. 

The pot of rubies is somewhat small and obscure. The headdress bears a crescent on 
its left side, and another small object, probably a flower, on its right. 

12. MAHAGANAPATI. Height 7"5, 12'5 cm., with prabha 16'5 cm. Karanda-makuta. 
Five pairs of hands: discus, conch; goad, noose; ?, bow (of sugar-cane); mace, ear of 
paddy; tusk, supporting d~vi, whose right hand rests on his side, the left being in the 
kataka pose {for lotus}. Trunk with pot of rubies. Sacred thread divided in two. No 
history. 

SUBRAHMANYA AS BALASUBRAHMANYA. 

Dancing figures· of Balasubrahmanya are iconographically indistinguishable from 
those of his more popular Vaishnavite counterpart Balakrishna (see above, p. 84). In 
all the dancing images listed here the hair is tied in a kesa-baridha and the right hand 
is in the tarjini pose. 

I. BALASUBRAHMANYA. (Gangoly, I, pI. xxix.) Height 47,60 cm. Makara-kundalas. 
Dancing with right foot on lotus pedestal. Treasure trove, Nellore Town, 1913. 

The girdle bears a couple of bells attached by long strings close together in front of 
each leg and on the right side a single additional bell closely attached a little further 
back. 
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2. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Height 38, 50 cm. Todus. Dancing with right foot on lotus 
pedestal. Treasure trove, Erayankudi, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

The upper border of the kesa-bandha has the form of a projecting semi-circular crest. 
The girdle is tied in front of the right leg. On the inner side of this is a bell attached 
by a long string and a corresponding bell on the opposite leg. 

3. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Height IS, I9·scm. Todus. Dancing with right foot on 
lotus pedestal. Treasure trove, Vembavur, Perambalur Taluk, Trichinopoly District, 
1927. 

The girdle is tied on both sides and bears a Closely attached bell a little behind the 
knot on the left. 

4. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Height -29, 35 cm. Todus. Dancing with left leg on lotus 
pedestal. Treasure trove, Panangattangudi, Nannilain Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924. 

The girdle is tied on both sides and is decorated in front with festoons, tassels and 
a closely attached row of bells of the spherical type. -

5. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Height 24, 33 cm. Patra-kundalas. Dancing with left leg 
on lotus pedestal. Treasure trove, Settipulam,_ Tirutturaippundi Taluk, Tanjore District, 
1923· 

A waist-band is present immediately below the usual ornamental threads on the trunk . 
. The girdle is without bows but is decorated with festoons in front, with a long tassel or 
bell on the left leg; but the details are not carefully finished. 

6. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Standing. Height 16'5, 24' cm. Lotus, mango. Kesa-
bandha. Patra-kundalas. No history. . 

The girdle has a bell of the spherical type attached by a long string in front of both 
legs, and a boW on each side. 

7. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Standing. Height 15'5, 19 em. Kesa-bandha. Lo~us in 
each hand. Todus in ears. No history. 

The girdle has a bow on each side and a tassel in front of each leg. 

8. BALASUBRAHMANYA. Standing. Height 13'5, 16'5 cm. Karanda-makuta. Lotus 
in right hand, left hanging down. Todus. No history. 

A crude image resembling NO.5 in the ornamentation of the body. 

SUBRAHMANYA. 

I. SUBRAHMANYA. Standing. Hejght 10'5, 14'5 cm. Kirita-makuta. Sakti, vajr-a-; 
abhaya, var,ada. Makiua-kundalas. Sacred thread divided in two. No history. 

2. SUBRAHMANYA. Standing. Height 30, 37 em. Kirita-makuta. Sa.kti, kataka 
(for weapon); kataka (for weapon or shield), 'lajra. Makara-kundalas. Sacred thread 
divided in two. No history. 

There are sandals on the feet. 
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3. SUBRAHMANYA'WITH VALLI AND DEVASENA. Standing. Height ofSubrah­
manya II, 13 em., of devis 9, 10'5 cm., lotus pedestals fitted' to stand 3 cm. high. 
Subrahmanya.-Kirita-makuta. Sakti, vajra; abhaya, varada. Makara-kundalas. 
Three-stranded sacred thread. Accompanied by peacock with cobra in beak. Devis.­
Karanda-makuta. Patra-kundalas. Breast-bands present. Valli with right hand hang­
ing down, lotus in left. Devasena with blue water-lily in right hand, left hanging 
down. No history. 

All three figures have the lowest necklace hanging low between the breasts. 

4. SUBRAHMANYA. Seated on peacock. Height .of Subrahmanya from seat· 8, of 
Subrahmanya and peacock 12, of whole image 16 cm. Karanda-makuta. Sakti, vajra; 
abhaya, ah,uya-:;varada. No earrings; left ear broken. Three-stranded sacred thread. 
Treasure trove, Mullangudi, Kumbakonam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1917. 

SUBRAHMANYA AS PALANI-ANDI. 

I. P ALANI-ANDI. Height 10, 14 cm. Three-stranded sacred thread divJded in two. 
No history. 

The rudraksha beads of the necklace are disproportionately large. A chaplet- o.f 
similar beads adorns the head. The ears bear makara-kundalas. There is a small crude 
female figure on each side of the base of the pedestal. 

AIYANAR. 

In images in which Aiyanar is shown as riding, he is sometimes detached from his 
mount. This is the case in Nos. 7 and 13 of the following list. 

J. AIYANAR. Standing. Height IS, 23 cm. Karanda-makuta with spreading hair. 
below. Ears: makara-kundala, patra-kundala. Hands: kataka, kataka. Undivide\J. 
two-stranded sacred thread. No history. 

2. AIYANAR. Standing. Height II, 12 cm. Spreading hair. Todus in ears. 
Hanus: kataka, kataka. Three threads falling from middfe of lowest necklace' in from, 
middle one free, others passing one on each side of waist, united asa single thread 
behind. Oval base. Treasure trove, Karappidagai, Negapatam Taluk,. Tanjore District, 
1920. 

Very crude like the rest of this find. There is a curious V-shaped object attached to 
the back of the base and the ankles, possibly representing a pair of horns. We fail to 
understand its significance. A similar object is present in worshipper No. 4 from the 
same find, suggesting that it has been inserted to add strength tothe ankles, though there 
is no apparent need for this. 

3. AIYANAR. (Pl. xxiii, fig. 3; also Gangoly, I, pI. xx, and p. 58.) Standing. 
Height S'S cm. Karanda-makuta with spreading hair below. Patra-kundalas oval, not 
circular. Both hands in the kataka pose. Sacred thread divided in two, No history. 
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We cannot agree with -Gangoly that the somewhat crude form of this image neces­
sarily implies great antiquity. 

There is an almost identical; though' slightly larger, image in the collection of Mr. 
R. F. Steiney with a makara;"kundala in the right ear and a patra-kundala, practically 
round-iil shape, in the left. 

4. AIYANAR. (Gangoly, 2, pI. vi, as Dakshinamurti.) Seated. Height 29, 45 cm. 
Spreading hair secured by a band of flowers. Patra-kundahis in both ears. Hands: 
axe, ahuya-varada. Undivided-sacred thread ofthree strands with knot above left breast. 
Tr.easure trove, Tanjore District, 1916. 

This -image has aU the characteristics of an image of Chola type, including the 
projecting elbow ornaments. 

5. AIYANAR. - Seated with left-knee raised to support left elbow much as in No.7. 
Height 7'5, 9 em. Hair much as in No.7, but without any emblems except the crescent. 
Both ears bear patra-kundalas. The right hand holds the handle of something, but its 
blade is broken ; the left hand hangs down. Undivided sacred thread. Treasure trove, 
Thogur, Tanjore Taluk and District, 19~5. 

6. AIYANAR. Seated with yoga band round waist and left knee, right foot pressed 
against left ankle. Height 14, 19 em., withprabha about 23 cm. Hair crudely flame-like 
with ornament in middle. Earrings not clear. Trident, whip; abhaya, dagger. Undivided 
sacred thread. Small plain oval pedest~l resting on square stand which supports 
prabha. Treasure trove, Naikuppam, Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 

One of a find of very crude images (see p. 58). 

7. AIYANAR. Seated on elephant with left knee raised to support left arm. Height 
of Aiyanar from seat 19 cm., of whole image about 57 cm. Spreading hair with ornament 
bearing skull in centre above, a cobra on the right and crescent on the left and two 
flowers (? Datura) less widely separated below. Patra-kundala in left ear only. Hands: 
kataka, hanging down. Uppermost necklace long, extending over others to hang between 
breasts. Undivided sacred thread. Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore Taluk and District, 

1925· 
A small attendant sits behind Aiyanar. His hair istied in a kesa-bandha, and he is 

brandishing a short thick stick which he holds in his right hand. 

The elephant as usual is caparisoned and carries a lotus in its trunk. 

8. AIYANAR. Seated on elephant as in NO.7. Height of Aiyanar from seat 6 cm., of 
whole image 20 cm. Smaller and cruder than No.7, without emblems in hair and with 
the right hand holding a short thick stick and the left arm broken from the elbow. No 
attendant behind. Otherwise as in No.7, with which it was found. 

9. AIYANAR. Seated on elephant as in NO.7. Height of Aiyanar from seat 4 em., 
of whole image 9 cm. Smaller and cruder than No.8, otherwise very like it. Treasure 
trove, Naikuppam, Tiruppattur-Taluk, Ramnad District, 1928. 
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10. AIYANAR. Seated on elephant with one leg hanging down behind each ear. 
Height of Aiyanar from seat 13 cm., of whole image 33 cm. Karanda-makuta with 
spreading hair at sides bearing cobra on right and crescent on left. Patra-kundalas with 
red stone in centre ot each. ' Hands: kataka, abhaya. All necklact:s of short type; 
threads on trunk as tn Sri Devi. Treasure trove, Ulundangudi, Trichinopoly Taluk and 
District, 1908. 

Except for the differences implied in the above description, for the raised right knee 
and backwardly directed left leg of the attendant, and for the less detailed elaboration 
of ornament, this image is very like NO.7. 

II. AIYANAR. Seated on elephant as in No. 10. Height of Aiyanar from seat 9 cm., 
of whole image 22 cm. Kesa-bandha. Ears: makara-kundala, patra-kundala. Hands: 
goad,abhaya. Sacred thread dividing in two. Treasure trove, Ulundangudi, Trichino­
poly Taluk and District, 1908. 

There is an attendant behind in the same posture as in NO.7. 

12. AIYANAR. S~ated with yoga band round waist and left knee on elephant below 
which is a rectangular pedestaL Height of Aiyanar from seat 5 cm., of whole image 
10cm. Crude karanda-makuta with hair spreading at sides, a large lotus bud behind 
each ear. Patra-kundalas. Right hand with crook, left forearm resting on knee. with 
hand hanging. Sacred thread dividing in three.- No history. 

13.· AIYANAR. Seatedon horse. Height of Aiyanar from seat 10, of whole image 
24 cm. Karanda-makuta with spreading hair at sides bearing crescent on left. Patra­
kuncialas. Hands: kataka (for whip), loop (representing reins). Sacred thread dividing 
in two. Treasure trove, Ulun,ciang.udi, Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1908. 

The horse is capar~soned and its saddle greatly elevated in front of and behind the 
seat. 

14. 4IYANAR. (PI. xxii~, fig. 10.) Standing on horse. Height of Aiyanar 4·5, 8 cm. 
Hair spreading. Makara-kundalas. Right hand with arrow, left with bow. Undivided 
sacred thread. Lotus pedestal below horse. Treasure trove, Naikuppam, Tiruppattur 
Taluk, Ramna4 District, 1928. 

A beautifully -finished little image, especially remarkable for Aiyanar. The only 
good image in a very crude find. 

NANDI. 

1. NANDI AS A BULL. Height 5.5, 7 cm.' Treasure trove, Tenour, Madura Taluk 
and District, 1923. 

2. NANDI AS A MAN WITH BULL'S HEAD. Half kneeling. Height 17.5 cm. Jata­
makuta with crescent on right side and something unrecognizable on left. Two pairs of 
arms: axe, antelope; palms of both hands up-turned to bear Siva's feet. No history. 

17 
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DV ARAPALAKA. 

1. DVARAPALAKA. Height 24; 34 cm, Jata-makuta with linga in front. Makara­
kundala, patra~kundala. Arrow, bow; sword, resting on shield. Sacred thread dividing 
tnto three. Dagger in girdle on right. Garland of skulls hanging from bows of girdle 
across front of shins. Treasure trove, Alturti, Rapur Taluk, Nellore District, 1920. 

DV ARAP ALIKA. 

I. DVARAPALIKA. Height 22, 31 cm. Karanda-makuta with linga in front. Patra­
kundalas. Drum, trident; sword, resting on shield. Threads on trunk as in Sri .. Devi. 
No dagger or garlapd of skulls. Treasure trove, Alturti, Rapur Taluk, N ellore District, 
1920. 

CHANDIKESV ARA. 

I. CHANDIKESVARA. (pI. xix, fig. 2.) Height 47, 63 cm. No earrings. Ardha-anjali, 
axe. Treasure trove, Belur, Attur Taluk, Salem District, 1916. 

A very simple image with slightly projecting elbow ornaments which clearly mark 
it as an image of Chola type. 

2. CHANDIKESVARA. Height 57, 66 cm. No earrings. Hands in anjali pose. 
Treasure trove, Velankanni, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1872. 

A particularly beautiful image resembling No. I in its slightly projecting elbow 
ornaments, though with somewhat heavier necklaces, much more elaborate girdle and 
richly ornamented lower cloth, the border of which has much the same wheel pattern as 
in Hanuman No. I and Natesa No. I. Below the jata-makuta the hair is spread sideways 
in a very unusual manner and tied by a ribbon behind with a single bow, the loop being 
above and the two free ends below. The decorative ends of the girdle shown in low 
relief on the inner sides of the legs approximate closely in design to the similar but 
b~lder {lecotation found in Natesa NO.4. There are distinct traces of projecting 
elbow ornaments. 

3. CHANDIKESVARA. (PI. xxi, fig. 3.) Height 39, 44 cm. Elaborate kesa-bandha in 
place of the commoner jata-makuta. No earrings. Hands in anjali pose, axe resting 
against right arm. Treasure trove, Okkur, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

This image is clearly allied to the last, but the necklaces depart much more 
definitely from the form characteristic of images of Chola type and there is no trace 
of projecting elbow ornaments; The. headdress is very peculiar, especially its ornamental 
ribQon with flower ornament in front and behind and ela borate bows at the sides. 

4. CHANDIKESVARA. Height 43, 53 cm. Makara-kundalas. Hands in anjaIi pose, 
groove on upper part of left arm in which axe should evidently fit in same way as in 
NO.7. Treasure trove, Nidur, Mayavaram Taluk, Tanjore District, 1931. 

Chandikesvara NO.4 differs from the first three and resembles the rest in having 
earring5. The general treatment, including that of the necklaces, suggests that it should 
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perhaps be regarded as of Chola typ~, though there is no trace of projecting elbow 
ornaments. 

5. CHANDIKESVARA. Height 40'5,51 c.m. Makara-kundalas. Hands.in anjali pose 
with rosary of rudraksha beads between them. Treasure trove, Panangattangudi, 
Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924. 

Though the design closely follows that of NO.4, except for the absence of ornamental 
ends to the girdle and cloth, it does not appear to belong to the same group, the face 
especially being more of the ordinary type. 

6. CHANDIKESVARA. Height 39, 51 cm. Makara-kundalas. Hands in anjali pose 
withrudraksha rosary between them, axe resting against right shoulder. Treasure 
trove, Vadakkuppoyyur, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1923. 

The design of the necklaces seems to be a further development away from that 
characteristic of images of Chola type in the direction already seen in Chandikesvara 
No.2. The treatment ofthe folds of the cloth recalls that of Rama No. I and Mr. Cotton's 
Chandikesvara (No.8 below), but is much more formal. A wheel ornament is conspicuous 
on each buttock as in Natesa No. I, but there are no other such ornaments to harmonise 
with them. 

7. CHANDIKESVARA. (Gangoly I, pI. xxix.) Height 55, 70 cm. Makara-kundalas. 
Hands in anjali pose, axe restiIlg against left arm. Treasure trove, Nellore town, 1913. 

An image in the well-executed but rather heavily ornate style characteristic of the 
images of this find. The necklaces closely resemble those of No. 2 but are in much 
stronger relief, a distinction that we think cannot be entirely due to the somewhat worn 
condition of No.2. 

8. CHANDIkESVARA. (Gangoly 2, pI. xiv-xv, also Rupam 1921, 2 pl.). Height 47, 
59 cm. No axe or earrings, hands in anjali pose. Present pedestal apparently a modern 
addition, though quite in keeping with figure. Purchased in Madras by the late Mr. 
C. W. E. Cotton, LC.S., and bequeathed by him to Eton College. We are indebted to his 
executors for permission to bring this image to the Museum for comparison with those 
in the Museum collection. 

This beautiful image, best known as that of "Ii Saiva Devotee ", has been 
doubtfully identified by Gangoly as probably either Chandikesvara, Vyaghrapada or 
Tirujnana Sambandha. :There can, however, be no doubt that Chandikesvara was intend­
ed, and it closely resembles the Chandikesvata images in the Museum collection in 
all points indicatfng its identity. Tirujnana Sambaridha has no headdress and his hands 
are nqt shown in the anjali pose. Vyaghrapada is a saint of very minor importance­
not even one of the main 63-associated only with Chidambaram, where he is shown in 
a stone sculpture as a bearded rishi with the feet of a tiger carrying a hook and a 
garland of flowers' . As there is no occasion on which his image is carried in procession it 

1 See.Krishna Sastri, "South Indian Gods and Goddesses ", pp. 82 and 84, fig. 52. 
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is unlikely that any metal image of him. exists. Gangoly's tentative identification of Mr. 
Cotton's image with this saint appears to have been based on Coomaraswami's earlier 
identification of an image from Polonnaruwa as "Saiva saint-Candesvara, or perhaps. 
Vyaghrapada-offering flowers" " and there can be no doubt that Chandikesvara is the 
correct identification of that image also. The youthful appearance of these images is 
quite in keeping with this identification, for it was as a youth that Chandikesvara took 
charge of the cattle of his village in order to get milk for bathing the linga towards 
which his devotions were directed; and it was then that, with the axe that has become 
his chief emblem, he cut off the legs of his father for his impiety in kicking this linga in 
anger at what seemed to him a waste of milk. A flower garland between the hands 
is one of the recognized emblems of Chandikesvara images; but, even if it were not, 
its introduction could readily be explained, for the anjali mudra is traditionally defined 
as a posture of the hands suitable "for holding a bunch of flowers so carefully that the 
bees hovering over them are not disturbed". The anklets to whith attention is drawn by 
Gangoly as present in Mr. Cotton's image, but absent in the one from Polonnaruwa; are 
padasaras. They are present in all the Madras Museum images of Ghandikesvara except 
No. I, in whith they are replaced by nupuras or true anklets. Neither can be regarded 
as an indication of youth. 

Chandikesvara was popular even in Pallava times, being indeed the only Saivite 
saint of whom sculptures from that period are known. In these sculptures he is shown in 
the presence of Siva with hands in the anjali pose, without either axe or flowers. He has 
hag his own shrine in every complete Saivitetemple at least from Chola times. So it is 
natural that his images should be commoner than those of other Saivite sairit~. Accord­
ingto Gopinatha Rao he was partitularly pct-'l11ar in ~eylon where he was worshipped 
under several different forms·. The inscription on th~ base of the Polonnaruwa image' 
is so largely undecipherable that it is imposs,ible to tell whether it relates to the subject 
of the image or to its donor. In the latter case the fragment "-pati" may indicate that 
he was of high rank or may be a part of his name. In the former case it may refer to 
Chandikesvara as the leader of the Bhftta-gaIJas'. 

The treatment of this image, especially its face, places it among those of Chola type; 
and this position is to some extent confirmed, as in the case of worshipper No. I (? Chola 
king) by the ~reatment of the loin-cloth, whith closely resembles that seen in Rama No: I 
and Parvati No. I. As in Chandikesvara No.2 the hair is fastened behind with a ribbon 
in a single bow, but the loop is on the left with the two ends on the right. In Chandikes. 
vara NO.3 this bow is greatly elaborated. It -is not present in any of the other images, 
and it is perhaps therefore noteworthy that all of these seem to bel more or less 
definitely of Chola type, though they all lack the distinctive elbow ornaments whith 

1 Me,n. Colombo Mus. A.!', p. 16, pI. ix,. fig. 18. 
2 .. Elemen's of Hindu Iconogl'3 phy ", p. 467. 
• Wickremasiogbe, Spolia Zeylanlca. vi, p. 74. 
6 Compare Gopir.atha Rao, "Elements of Hindu Iconography", P.463. 
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among the Chandikesvara images are .found only in No. I, an' image which lacks the 
bows. 

The special artistic merits of thiS image have been discussed by Gangoly (loc. cit.). 

KANNAPPA NAYANAR. 

Concerning these two images see also above, pp. 58-59. 
I. KANNAPPA NAYANAR. (PI. xix, fig. 3; also Gangoly 2, pI. xvi, as? Appar­

Swami.) Height 41, 50 cm. Hair tied in a kesa-bandha and decorated with peacock's 
feathers. Patra-kundalas. Single long necklace. Large dagger hanging from belt on 
right. Short apron (? of hide) open behind revealing a closely wrapped cloth below. 
Treasure trove, Tiruvelangadu, Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor District, 1907. 

I 

The treatment of the loin-cloth with its close series of wrinkles is identical with that 
found in Parvati' No. I and the image described below as probably representing a Chola 
king (worshipper No.1). The treatment of the face also suggests a possible affinity 
with the Chola type of image. But the relief is very bold, the dagger with its large hilt 
being, indeed, shown practically in the round, and the necklace is long. 

~. KANNAPPA NAYANAR. (PI. xix, fig. 4; also Gopinatha Rao II, pI. cxxxiv.) 
Height 65, 78 cm. Hair tied in a kesa-bandha with a band over it in the middle and a 
wheel ornament on either, side in front. No earrings. All necklaces short and uniform 

, , 
lowest one with cireular pendant. Quiver full of arrows on left shoulder, attached to 
band passing rouild left side of waist, i.e., very like sacred thread but crossing body in 
opposite direction; bow hanging from' left shoulder; dagger in belt on pleated kilt in 
front of right leg. Cloth showing below kilt and reaching nearly to knees. Same find 
as No. I. 

MANIKKA VACHAKAR. 

1. MANIKKAVACHAKAR. Height 32,42 cm. Hair close to head except for very small 
knot towards front. No necklace. Short cloth round loins. Treasure trove, Kurichi, 
lfayavaram Taluk, Tanjore District, 1926. 

There is a 'rudraksha rosary, on the right forearm. 

2. MANIKKAVACHAKAR. Height 36, 47 cm. Hair somewhat as in Nos. 3 and 4. 
Otherwise as in No. T. Treasure trove, Vadakkuppoyyur, Nega,patam Taluk, Tanjore 
District, ,.1923. 

3. MANIKKAVACHAKAR. Height 39, 52 cm. Broad circular kesa-baridha at back of 
head, fiattened behind. Two necklaces of rudraksha beads and a waist-band present, 
the lower necklace hanging low between the breasts. Cloth between legs, not round 
them; supported by band tied on left side. Treasure trove, Kilappudanur, Nannilam 
Taluk, Tanjore District, 1919. 

There is a bracelet on each wrist and a band immediately above each elbow with 'a 
small pendant tag on the outer side. The rosary is twisted round the right arm just above 
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this, with a knot on the outer side to reduce its diameter to that of the arm and thus hold 
it tight. 

4. MANIKKAVACHAKAR. Height 45,59 em. Broad, circular kesa-bandha at back of 
head, flattened behind. Two necklaces but no waist-band, the lower necklace only being 
of rudrakshll beads arid hariging low between the breasts. Cloth between . legs, not 
round tliem, string tied in front of right leg. Treasure trove, Settipulam, Tirutturaippundi 

. Taluk, Tanjore District, 1923. 
The details are shown with peculiar delicacy. The usual broad sacred thread is 

accompanied by another single and more undulating strand. Arms as in NO.3 but with­
out rosary. The band supporting the cloth is accompanied by a thread tied in front of 
the 'left leg. 

APPAR. 

I. 1\PPAR. Height 48, 57 cm. Hair' close to head. Hands in anjali pose, spud 
leaning against right shoulder, Upper neckiace. and wristlets each a simple band with 
large clasp; lower necklace hanging between breasts, composed. of rudraksha beads as 
are also the chaplet on the head and a· string round the upper part of each arm. Short 
cloth round loins. Treasure trove, Vembavur, Perambalur Taluk, Trichin9Poly District, 

1927· 
TIRUJNANA SAMBANDHA. 

In the first four images he is represented as a child with two slender girdles. In the 
fifth he is represented as a man with a short cloth round his loins. 

I. TIRUJNANA SAMBANDHA. Height 36, 51 cm. Hair with knot on top of head. 
Right hand with forefinger pointing upwards, left with cup. Two short necklaces, the 
upper one very slender, the lower one broad and supporting, back and front, the two ends 
of each of· a pair of threads, one passing round each side of the body, with a central 
tassel between them; two slender girdles, the lower one fringed with bells of the spherical 
type, tied in a small looped knot on either side, one end each of which knots bears a 
larger bell of the same type, as does al~o a similar tassel in front of each leg; otherwise 
naked except for armlets, etc. Treasure trove, Vadakkuppoyyur, Negapatam Taluk, 
Tanjore District, 1923. 

2. TIRUJNANA SAMBANDHA. Meight 5, 6 cm. A miniature edition of No. I but 
w.ithout the trunk threads, girdle bo'Ys and other such details. Treasure trove, Tanjore 
District, 1916. 

3: 1'IRUJNANA SAMBANDHA. Height 36, 52 cm,; with prabha 66 cm. Hair with knot 
extending from front right down back of head. Right hand vismaya, left with cup. 
Single necklace somewhat elaborately curved and decorated in front with same type of 
pendant as in No. 4. Girdl~s both without bells, with combined knot on left leg; lower 
one with two tassels a little further forwards on right leg. Treasure trove, Muhandanur, 
N~nilarn Taluk, Tafljore District, 1930. 
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4. TIRUJNANA SAMBANDHA. Height 42, 56 cm. Hair and hands much as in No.3. 
Two round necklaces, the lower one· with pendan~. Lower girdle with fringe of bells; 
ends hanging in front of right leg. Treasure trove, Kurichi, Mayavaram Taluk, Tanjore 
District, 1926. 

5. TIRUJNANA SAMBANDHA. Height 39, 54 cm. Hair shown almost like a cap, 
with tuft hanging down behind. Rings hanging from lobes of ears. Cymbals in hands. 
Single plain necklace and sacred thread present. Short cloth round loins, supported by 
broad plain girdle. No history. 

S UNDARAMURTI. 

I. SUNDARAMURTI. Seated, pedestal missing. Vertical height frOm seat about 
32 cm.; total height of image from headdress to toes about 53 cm; 'Hair tied in an 
ornamented kesa-bandha. Rings hanging from lobes of ears. Right hand raised to 
mark the pitch of his song, 'left beating time. Three necklaces, the innermost of rud­
raksha beads hanging low between breasts., crossing over the middle one and under the 
outermost, both of which have large central ornaments. Three-stranded undivided sacred 
thread. Girdle with two broad alternating with three narrower bands, the upper broad 
band decorated with alternate wheels and diamonds. Treasure trove, Tiruvel.angadu, 
Tiruttani Taluk, Chittoor District, 1907. 

SULA. 

I. SULA. Height 31, 43 cm. Outer branches ansmg from makara head&, and with 
lotus design embossed about half way up. Central branch with a somewhat different 
lotus design above and below, latter with small semicircular projection on either side, 
about halfway up a somewhat larger pair of semicircular projections. Plain behind. 
Treasure trove, Senniyanvidudi, Pattukkottai Taluk, Tanjore District, J92O. 

2. SULA. Height 35, 45 cm. Outer branches arising from foliage. Central 'branch 
with two angular projections on each side, one pair a little abpve middle with an embossed 
lotus design between them and one pair a little abo~e base behind figure of Siva leaning 
against bull and holding axe and antelope. Plain behind. Treasure trove, Sikkil, 
Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1909. 

SULAPIDARI. 

I. SULAPIDARI. (Gangoly I, pI. lxxxii.) Height 30, 47 cm. Outer branches with 
engraved foliage design. Pidari standing in froilt of central branch with flame-like hair, 
human earring in right ear, patra..:kundala in left, upper hands with trident and noose 
respectively, lower right broken, lower left varada (thumb broken). Plain behind. 
Treasure trove, Sayanapuram, Kumbakonam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1910. 



Bulletin, Madras Government Museum. [G.s. 1,2, 

VEL. 

I. VEL. Total length 39 cm. A crude figure of Palani-Andi stands in front of the 
blade. The back of the blade bears two engraved stars (the upper one very faint) each 
consisting of twn interlocked equilateral triangles. No history. 

IMAGES NOT SPECIALLY ASSOCIATED WITH BRAHMA, 
VISHNU OR SIVA. 

SURYA. 

1. SURYA. Standing. Height 50, 56 cm. Karanda-makuta with halo behind this 
and head. Makara-kundalas. One pair of hands with lotus in each. Necklaces, drap­
eries, etc., much as in images of Chola type. Sacred thread undivided. Treasure trove, 
Harischandrapuram, Kumbakonam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1926. 

The folds of the short cloth are treated much as in the image of Kannappa Nayanar 
No. I and others mentioned in connection with it. 

2. SURYA. Standing. Height 10'5. lIS cm. This image differs from the last. 
chiefly in having two pairs of hands, the upper ones each holding a lotus flower, the 
lower in the abhaya and varada poses respectively. The ears bearpatra-kundalas. The 
sacred thread is divided into two. The treatment is more formal than in No. r. No 
history. 

3. SURYA IN CAR WITH ATTENDANTS. (Gopinatha Rao I, pI. lxxxviii.) Height 
of Surya from seat about 6 cm., of whole image 15'5 cm. The halo forms a circular 
prabha behind Surya surmounted by the head of a yaH with a triple umbrella behind it, 
a discus on its right and a conch on its left. Surya wears a kirita-makuta. Makara­
kundalas with rings in addition hang from the lobes of his ears. There are two necklaces, 
of which the shorter has a large central ornament, and the longer hangs low with a smaller 
ornarnent. The three-stranded sacred thread is undivided. On either side of S~rya stand, 
on lotus-shaped pedestals arising from the supports of the chariot wheel, a pair of female 
attendants, possibly his two wives, in similar attire but with patra-kundalas in the form 
of lotus flow~rs in their ears. The one on his right, who is without any breast-band, bears 
a standard from which hangs a row of bells; the one on his left, who wears a breast­
band, bears a fly-whisk. Below Surya is seated AruIJa, his charioteer, driving the seven 
horses. A yaH supports each end of the axle of the large single wheel,the axle being 
fixed and the wheel free to rotate. No history. 

The presence of the discus and conch is curious and brings in a suggestio!! of the 
combined form SuryanarayatJa, the sun as a manifestation of Vishnu. 

4. ? SURYA. Height 4, 9 cm. This little figure standing in front of a disc has 
only one pair of arms, so can hardly be Sudarsana. But the emblems held in 
the, hands, though mounted on long stalks like lotuses, have the form of Vishnu's discus 
and conch. Possibly the Suryanarayana association may afford the explanation of this 
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image also, though Suryanarayana images are not supposed to be made and if made 
should be seated with Vishnu's emblem in the upper of two pairs of hands. No history. 

MANMATHA. 

Manmatha may easily be confused with (I) Krishna, the posture being much the same 
in both with the left elbow projecting to rest in the former on the sugar cane bow and in 
the latter on Rukmini's shoulder; or (2) Rama, holding the bow. He can be distinguished 
from 'both by his patra-kundalas and by his left hand being held at a higher level to 
enable him to enjoy the scent of his five-flowered arrow. He has one consort, Rati, who 
differs from Rukmini in having no breast-band and in sometimes holding a mirror instead 
of a lotus. 

I. MANMATHA WITH RAT!. Height of Manmatha 43, 52 cm., of Rati 36 cm. Rati's 
pedestal missing. Manmatha with hair secured in kesa-bandha by band of flowers; 
a series of necklaces, all of short type; sacred thread divided into three portions; right hand 
in kataka pose (for arrow), left as if resting on bow. Rati with circular kesa~bandha, 
flattened behind and secured by six bands crossing in midgle where they bear a large 
flower ornament; threads passing round either side of trunk as in Sri Devi, but uniting 
separately with necklace behind; right hand in kataka pose (for lotus or mirror), left 
hanging down. Treasure trove, Panangattangudi, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, 1924. 

RATI. 

(See also under Manmatha.) 

r. RATI. Height II, 13'5 cm. Smaller and cruder than the figure of Rati in the 
preceding set, otherwise not unlike it except that a mirror is held in the right hand. 
Treasure trove, Thogur, Tanjore Taluk and District, 1925. 

UNIDENTIFIED DEITIES. 

I. UNIDENTII<'IED. Standing goddess. Height 52, 62 cm. Karanda-makuta.· No 
earrings. Single necklace with central ornament set off by plain piece on either side of it. 
Sacred thread with small knot in front of left shoulder. Body inclineq to left, right hand 
in kataka P?se, left resting on head of woman carrying casket, whose head only reaches 
to about half way between· goddess's knee·s and hips. Treasure trove, Sirugamani, 
Trichinopoly Taluk and District, 1915. 

A particularly beautiful image. 

2 .. UNIDENTIFIED. Standing goddess. Height 25, 34 cm. Kirita-makuta. Patra­
kundalas. Single short necklace with round central pendant, and a second which hangs 
between the breasts, below which it extends round the body across the back; a flower 
immediately. below: itin front. Body inclined to right, right hand holding bud of lotus or 
water-lily, left holding a bow, broken below. Treasure trove, Pottempalem, Nellore Taluk 
.and Di"s.trict, 1930. 

18 
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Jf ·another pair of hands had been present this rather crude image would have 

represented Rajarajesvari. 
3. UNIDENTIFIED. Height I2;,I3 cm. Figure with bust of man in kirita-makuta playing 

on a tamburu, the body and legs of a horse and the tail of a cow, acting as vahana for a 
seated image in jata-rriakutawith right hand in abhaya and left in varada pose. No 

history •. 

ATTENDANTS. 

I. MALE ATTENDANT. Height 9, II cm. Both hands appear to have held movable 
fly-whisks, but that of the left hand is missing. No history. 

SEMI-DIVINE HEROES. 

1. ARJUNA. Height II·scm. The right ,hand is raised and the left lowered, which 
is in keeping with various well known episodes in his life when he is said to have shot his 
arrows downwards. Treasure trove, Polagam, Nannilam Taluk, Tanjore District, I920. 

RISHIS. 

I. RISHI. Height 6, 9 cm. The hair is fastened on. top of the head in the fOfm of a 
snake with up-raised head and with one coil of the body on either side below. A book is 
held 'under the left arm, the hand of which is in the varada pose. The right h;md is in 
the upadesa pose. No history. 

WORSHIPPERS, ETC. 

I. KING. (Aravamuthan's" Portrait Sculpture in South India ", fig. I9.) Height 52, 64 
cm. Kirita-makuta (indicating kingly rank). No earrings. Hands in anjali pose with 

. rosary between them. Simple necklaces with pendant fringe. Undivided three-stranded 
sacred thread. Very short and closely wrinkled loin-cloth treated as in Parvati No. r, 
Chandikesvara No.8, etc. A wristlet ·on each arm, and an a"nklet on the left leg only. 
Treasure trove, Kandarakottai, Cuddalore Taluk, South Arcot District, I927. 

Presuma:bly the Chola King Madhurantaka, who is said by local tradition to have 
built the temple where it was found (see above, p. 49). . . 

2. WORSHIPPER. (PI. xxiii, fig. 4.) Height 13, I6 cm. Kesa-bandha much as in 
Sun dalamurt i No. I but undecorated. No- earrings. Hands in anjali pose. No neck­
laces or. sacred thread. Cloth crudely' designed, reaching to ankles. Treasure trove, 
Vadakkuppoyyur, Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, I923. 

3 and 4. WORSHIPPERS. (PI. xxiii, fig. 8.) Heights 9'5, IO'S cm., and 8'5, 9'5 cm. 
respectively. Crude figures like the rest of the find to which they belong. Both wear 
karanda-makuta and hold their hands in the anjali pose. Treasure trove, Karappidagai, 
Negapatam Taluk, Tanjore District, I920. 
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In NO.4, there is a curious object on the back of the pedestal and ankles, something 
like a pair of horns. A similar but shorter and more widely V-shaped object is found in 
Aiyanar NO.2 of the same find (see above p. 127). 

5. STANDING MALE AND FEMALE FIGURES COMBINED BACK TO BACK. Height 
45 cm. Kesa-bandha leaning towards right side of male head, left of female. No earrings, 
necklaces or sacred thread. Male right arm with raised sword (end broken) combined 
with female left hanging at side; male left arm with hand in ahuya-varada pose, 
combined with female right holding water-lily. Girdle in three decorated strips; cloth 
short on both sides. Treasure trove, Sokkanathanputtur, Srivilliputtur Taluk, Ramnad 
District, 1915. 

It has been suggested that this figure probably represents a raja who wl:!s killed in 
battle inseparably combined with his wife after she committed sati. 

GRAMA DEVATAS (VILLAGE DEITIES), ETC. 

The grama devata cult centres round Aiyanar, the son of Vishnu in female form 
(Mohini) and Siva. As he also finds a place in the orthodox Hindu pantheon, especially in 
Malabar where he is generally known as $asla or Hariharaputra, his images have already 
been dealt with above (pp. 127-129) though several of them doubtless belonged to grama 
devata shrines, and Nos. 2 and 14 are from the same finds as the images now to be con­
sidered. Other orthodox deities such as, for instance, Mari Amman, the goddess of small­
pox, usually represented by a vessel containing water, margosa leaves, tender cocoanut, 
etc., and often wrongly regarded as a form of Kali, are also worshipped in connexion with 
grama devata shrines, and Vishnu No. 12, Yasodakrishna Nos. 2, 3 and 4, Satyabhama 
Nos. 8 and 9, Durga Nos. 4 and 5, and Kali NO.4 were all found with and closely resemble 
grama devata images. In Yasodakrishna No. 2 the child's kondai seems sufficient 
indication of his identity, but Yasodakrishna Nos. 3 and 4 may perhaps only be votive 
offerings made by women who had been blessed with children. 

All the following images are from two treasure trove finds, one made at Naikuppam, 
Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramnad District, in 1928, and the other at Karappidagai, Negapatam 
Taluk, Tanjore District, in 1920. 

I. MADURAI-VIRAN. (PI. xxiii, fig. 13.) Height 10'5. 11'5 cm. Conical cap hanging 
over on right side. Treasure trove, Naikuppam find. 

A similar headdress is found in some of the Nayak statues in the Pudu-Mandapam at 
Madura. According to tradition Madurai-Viran was a general under the Nayaks of 
Madura and a valiant defender of the cult of Aiyanar. 

2. KARUPPANNASWAMI. (PI. xxiii, fig. 14.) Height 23 cm. Hair secured on top of 
head by a band. Bill-hook in right hand; left hand resting on stick. Naikuppam find. 

3 and 4. KARUPPANNASWAMI. Height of NO.3, 20 cm.; No. 24 same size but feet 
broken and missing. Hair in rounded knot on left side of head. Bill-hook in right hand; 
left hand resting on hip. Naikuppam find. 

18-A 
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No. 3 wears a sacred thread, but it crosses the body in the wrong direction. 

5. KARUPPANNASWAMI. Height 14, IS cm. Hair tied on top or' head with band, the 
two ends of which stand up as a decoration behind. Right hand with sword, left with 
blade of bill-hook. Naikkuppam find. 

6. KULLA-KARUPPAN. Height 13, IS cm. Band securing hair with short ends 
hanging ,downwards behind j an upwardly projecting ornament iq middle line where 
hair and forehead meet. Right hand in kataka pose (for bill-hook), left on hip. 
N aikuppam find. 

7. CHAPPANI-KARUPPAN. (PI. xxiii, fig. IS.) Height 12, 13 cm. Short erect conical 
cap with knot at top. Staff in right hand, water vessel with spout in left. Naikuppam 
find. 

Sacred thread present but incorredly worn as in NO.3. 

8. SANGlLI-KARUPPAN. (PI. xxiii, fig. 12.) Height 17 cm. Hair in tall decorated 
knot on top of head .. Right hand holding end of chain which rests on right shoulder, 
lett holding vessel without spout. Naikuppam find. 

9.? PUJARI. Height 8,9 cm. Right hand holding a rattle such as is used by 
grama devata pujaris, left holding something that has broken. Karappidagai find. 

10 and II. Male figures. (Pl. xxiii, fig. I.) Height !O, II and 6'5, 7 cm., respectively. 
Hair in kesa-bandha. Lotus bud in right hand, left hand hanging at side. Karappidagai 
find" 

12-16. FEMALE FIGURES. (PI. xxiii, figs. 2 and 7.) Heights 13; 14 cm., 10, II cm., q, 
10 cm., 9, 10 cm., and 7, 8 cm., respectively. No. 16 with karanda-makuta, rest with 
)cesa-bandha. Lotus bud in right hand, left hanging at side. Karappidagai find. 
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I TO XXIII 



PLATE - I 

1. VISHNU No. I (65, 83 cm) with consorts 
Peruntottam, Tanjore District. 

2. The same from behind. 



BULL" MADRAS GOVT. MUS, (N.S.) G.S 1 (2) 
PLATE 1 

2 
VISHNU WITH' CONSORTS. 



PLATE - II 

1. VISHNU No.2 (25 em.) - No History 

2. VISHNU No.3 (8'5,15 em.) - No History 

3. V ARADARAJA No.6 (14, 18 em.) - No History 

4. V ARADARAJA No.7 (26, 33 em.) - No History 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE II 
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PLATE - III 

1. SRINIVASA No.1 (39,44 em.) with consorts­
Sirupanayur, Tanjore District. 

2. SRINIVASA No.2 (63,81 em.) with consorts­
Vadakkuppanaiyur, Tanjore District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE III 

2 
SRINIVASA WITH CONSORTS. 



PLATE-IV 

1. SRINIV ASA No.4 (61, 76 cm.) with consorts -
Srinivasanallur, Trichinopoly District. 

2. RAMA No.1 (103,112 cm.) with Sita and 
Lakshmana from behind - Vadakkuppanaiyur, 
Tanjore District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE IV 

2 
SRINIVASA WITH CONSORTS; RAMA, SITA AND LAKSHMANA. 



PLATK=.,Y 

1. NARASIMHA No.5 (Yoganarasimha; 40,65 cm.) 
Manjakkudi, Tanjore District. 

2. The same from behind. 



BULL., MADRAS Go\T. ~ruS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE V 

-



PLATE-VI 

1. NARASIMHA No.2 (28,40 em.) - No History 

2. HANUMAN No.1 (50,58 em.) - Vadakkuppanaiyur 
Tanjore District. 

3. HANUMAN No.4 (35,46 em.) - No History 



BULL., 11ADRAS GOVT. ?\J US. (N.S.) C.S. 1 (2) l'L\TE YL 
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PLATE-VII 

1. RAMA No.1 (103,112 cm.) - with Sita and Lakshmana­
Vadakkuppanaiyur, Tanjore District. 



BULL., '.1: -:JRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G S. I (2) ·PLATE VII 



PLATE - VIII 

1. RAMA No.2 (58,72 em.) - Vellore 
North Areot District. 

2. VENUGOPALA No. II (16 em.) -with 
Satyabhama from behind­
Chimakurti, Guntur District. 

3. GARUDA No.4 (6.5,10 em.) - same find 
as the last. 

4. GARUDA No.3 (8.5,10.5 em.) - same find. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) C.S. I (2) PLATE VIII 

1 2 

3 4 

RAMA; VE1\jUGOPALA AND SATY ABHAMA ; GARUDA. 



PLATE-IX 

1. VISHNU No. 11(17,24 em.) - Chimakurti 
Guntur District. 

2. NARASIMHA No.3 (7.5, 9.5 em.) - same find. 

3. KALIYAKRISHNA No.3 (10.5, 15,19 em.) - same find. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE IX 
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PLATE-X 

1. VENUGOPALA No. 10 (18.5,22.5 cm.) 
with consorts - Chimakurti, Guntur District. 

2. Same from behind (Satyabhamaomitted) 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE X 



· :, 

PLATE-XI 

1. VENUGOPALA No. 11 (16 cm.) 
with consorts - Chimakurti, Guntur District. 

2. VENUGOPALA No.9 
with consorts - attendants and alvars 
(total height with stand 18 cm.) Same find. 
Top row of alvars (below Garuda) probably­
Poygai, Bhutam, Peyalvar and Tirumalisai Alvar. 
Second row of alvars probably-
Tirumangai, Kulasekhara, Periyalvar, Tiruppana 
Nammalvar and Tondaradippodi Alvar. 



BULL, MADRAS GOVT. )1US. (N.S.) G,S. I (2) PLATE Xl 

2 
VENUGOPALA WITH CONSORTS, ALVARS, ETC. 



PLATE-XII 

1 & 2 CHANDRASEKHARA No.1 
with inscribed pedestal (from photographs kindly sent from 
the MuseeGuimet in Paris) - No History 

3. Inscribed A valokitesvara from N egapatam 
(19.5,23.5 cm.) 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XII 
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PLATE - XIII 

1. Inscription of pedestal ofChandrasekhara No.1 
(from photograph kindly sent from the Musee Guimet in Paris). 

2. Vishnu No. 10 (60, 77 cm.) - Komal, Tanjore District. 

3. Chandrasekhara No.8 (23.5, 28 cm.)­
Vadakkuppoyyur, Tanjore District. 

4. Chandrasekhara No.3, (23, 30 with prabha 38 cm.) 
Okkur, Tanjore District. 

5. Vishapaharana No.2 (17.5, 21 with prabha 25.5 cm.) 
- Settipulam, Tanjore District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XIII 
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PLATE-XIV 

1. Kali No.6 (29, 44 em.) - Senniyanvidudi, 
Tanjore District. 

2. Umasahita No.1 (35,43 em.) - Settipulam 
Tanjore District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. :'IIUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XIV 



PLATE-XV 

1. Somaskanda No.4 (19, 28 cm.) -
Tiruvelangadu, Chittoor District. . . 

2. Somaskanda No.3, (37, 56 cm.)­
South Arcot District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) 

1 

2 
SOMASKANDA .. 

PLATE XV 



PLATE-XVI 

1. Natesa No.1 (64 em.) - Punganur, Tanjore District. 

2. Natesa No.2 (67 em.) - Belur, Salem District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XVI 



PLATE-XVII 

1. Natesa No.3 (84 em.) - Velankanni, Tanjore District 

2. Natesa No.7 (86 em.) - Kankoduttavanitham, Tanjore District 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XVII 



PLATE - XVIII 

1. Natesa No.4 (38 em.) - Tiruvelangadu, Chittoor District. 

2. Natesa No.5 (97 em.) - Same find. 



BULL., MADRAS .GOVT MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XVIII 



PLATE-XIX 

1. Dakshinamurti No.4 (Vinadhara Dakshinamurti, 67,89 em.) - Belur, 
Salem District. 

2. Chandikesvara No.1 (47,63 em.) - Belur, Salem District. 

3. Kannappa Nayanar No.1 (41,50 em.) - Tiruvelangadu, Chittoor District. 

4. Kannappa Nayanar No.2 (65, 78 em.) - Same find as the last. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XIX 
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PLATE-XX 

1. Chandrasekhara No.5 (50,65 cm.)­
Tiruvelangadu, Chittoor District. 

2. Ardhanarisvara No.1 (41 cm) - Same find 

3. Bhairava No.4 (Svarnakarshana Bhairava, 49 em.) - Same find 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. :-IIUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XX 
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PLATE -XXI 

1. Parvati No.1 (51,64 em.) - Okkur, Tanjore District. 

2. Natesa No.9 (47 em.) - Same find 

3. Chandikesvara No.3 (39,44 em.)- Same find 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) PLATE XXI 
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PLATE-XXII 

1. Ganesa No.1 (39,52 cm.) - Velankanni, Tanjore District. 

2. Ganesa No.2 (28, 36.5 cm.) - Settipulam, Tanjore District. 

3. Ganesa No.3 (27, 34.5cm.) - Tiruvelangadu, 
Chittoor District. 



BULL., MADRAS GOVT. MUS. (N.S.) G.S. I (2) 

J?LATE XXI[ . 



PLATE - XXIII 

1. Grama Devata No. 10 (10, 11 em.) - Karappidagai, Tanjore District. 

2. Grama Devata No. 13 (10, 11 em.) - Same find 

3. Aiyanar No.3 (8.5 em.) - No History 

4. Worshipper No.2 (13, 16 em.) - Vadakkuppoyyur, 
Tanjore District. 

5. Chandrasekhara No.7 (11,13.5 em. with prabha 17 em.) 
- Karappidagai, Tanjore District. 

6. Kali No.4, (14, 16 em.) - Same find 

7. Garama Devata No. 14, (9,10 em.) - Same find 

8. Worshipper N:o. 4 (8.5,9.5 em.) - Same find 

9. Vishnu No. 12 (22 em.) - Naikuppam, Ramnad District. 

10. Aiyanar No. 14 (4.5, 8 em.) - Same find 

11. Durga No.5 (22.5 em.) - Same find 

12. Grama Devata No.8 (Sangili - Karuppan, 17 em.) - Same find. 

13. Grama Devata No. 11 (Madurai - Veeran, 10.5, 11.5 em.) 
- Same find 

14. Grama Devata No.2 (Karuppannaswami, 23 em) - Same find. 

15. Grama Devata No.7 (Chappani-Karuppan, 12, 13 em.) - Same find 

16. Yasoda - Krishna No.2 (20 em.) -Same find 
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